Core I Assignment: Steps to Complete
1. What does it mean to analyze something?

an·a·lyze    ( )
tr.v. an·a·lyzed, an·a·lyz·ing, an·a·lyz·es 
To examine methodically by separating into parts and studying their interrelations. 
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the essay
2. Your task is to analyze how a movie uses images, character development, language, emotion, logic, credibility, and assumptions to create an argument about how you think a character(s) is portrayed. 
Note: This paper is about your opinion, and it cannot be wrong. However, it can be shallow if you only give a cursory examination of the film, and it can be illogical if it is unclear how your support connects to your thesis. 
For example, You may say that Sam is depicted as a superhero in the film because he has a job. (Cursory) You need to explain how that makes him a superhero. 

Or

You may say that Sam is depicted as a victim because he rides the bus and many people who are mentally challenged ride the bus. (Illogical) You need to explain how that action makes him a victim. 
· As we watch the following scenes from I am Sam, try to stand back from the movie a little and not let it draw you in. 

· Note how the movie tries to be credible, logical, and emotional. 

· What specific images, character traits, and/or dialogue support your analysis?

3. Once you have taken notes on your movie using the questions on the assignment sheet, you are ready to begin the writing process.

A. The writing process has five major stages: planning, shaping, writing, revising, editing, and proofreading.

1. Planning: consider your purpose, audience, and assignment.
a. Purpose: What point are you trying to make in your essay? Does this point reflect the assignment? 
Possible point: To show my readers that although the creators definitely make the audience feel sorry for Penn’s character, they also depict him as a capable father who—like any good parent—will fight for his family. 
Thesis draft #1: Although the creators depict Penn as pitiable and childlike at many times, they also portray him as a capable father who—unlike many fathers today—will fight to keep his daughter.
Thesis draft #2: The creators often succumb to the easy out when they portray Penn’s character as victim of an uncaring world. However, they don’t limit their characterization to this stereotype. In many ways, they depict Sam as a loving and capable father who—like any father—wants the best for his daughter.
I would try a couple more drafts of this before I let it go. I am not completely pleased with it because I think it could benefit from some figurative language. I would like to compare how the creators really work on the audience’s feel sorry for Sam angle with perhaps playing an instrument? Something along the lines of Hamlet’s metaphor with Guildenstern and playing on one’s heartstrings?
Thesis draft #3:  Although the creators portray Sam as a capable and loving father who—like any good parent—fights for his child, they over-pluck the audience’s heartstrings and succumb to stereotypes when they depict him as a victim or object of pity. 
Better. I still hope to tweak it a little in the revision stage, but it is a good place to start.

Verbs that may be helpful to you as you write: portray, show, illustrate, depict, characterize, frame. . . (For more, visit your local Thesaurus.)

After you identify your purpose, you need to define your audience. 
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b. Audience: Who do you want to direct this point towards? Who would benefit from it or whose mind do you want to influence?
This is up to you but some answers that are not acceptable are: Ms. I and everyone. Try to intentionally direct your point. Our writing voice, just like our speaking voice, changes depending on our relationship to our audience. 
Also, you need to assume your audience is at least college level and skillful at reasoning.
2. Next, you can start the next stage of the writing process: Shaping.
When you shape, you decide how to organize your material.
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Classical essay organization: Introduction, body, differing perspective, conclusion
I. Introduction: draw the reader in using a creative strategy. Often the thesis is placed at the end of the introductory paragraph. For a 3-5 page essay, it is generally acceptable to have two intro. paragraphs: perhaps one that lures the reader in and one that summarizes the movie (plot, creators, actors, date released).

II. Body: addresses the supporting evidence for your thesis and can be organized in several ways. 

First, compose your topic sentences for your supporting ideas. These should reflect the questions I asked you to consider and they should be opinion statements. 
So, if I ask you to answer #4 Who is the intended audience with regards to I am Sam, you might say ____________?

Topic sentence: The intended audience for I am Sam is most likely women, families, or married couples. 
Specific support why you think so: Michelle Pfeiffer and Sean Penn frequently star in movies that are intensely emotional and appeal to these groups, like one Fine Day, 21 Grams, and Mystic River. Also, the soundtrack, which is composed entirely of Beatles songs, might resonate more with people who are in their thirties and older. In addition, the plot of a mentally challenged man fighting for custody of his daughter would probably not draw many teenagers or young men. 
Your end organization might look like this:
Introduction: 

1-2 paragraphs

Body:

1-2 paragraphs about the credibility of the film

1-2 paragraphs about the intended audience and what the creators assume about that audience

1-2 paragraphs about how the creators appeal to the audience’s emotions through scenes, character development, language, music, images, allusions (The Beatles, Kramer vs. Kramer, Starbucks)
1-2 paragraphs about how the creators appeal to the audience’s sense of logic and reason (how realistic and believable are the setting, plot, characters, dialogue, outcome, etc.)

1-2 paragraphs about how this portrayal compares to RTB
1-2 paragraphs about what values, attitudes, and beliefs this movie appeals to

Concern for differing perspective:

1-2 paragraphs about who this movie may not appeal to and why: people who do not like certain themes and perhaps find this portrayal lacking because ______.

Conclusion:

1-2 paragraphs in conclusion (save something for the reader)

After you have organized what thoughts you want to go where, you are ready to actually begin the fun part: 

3. Writing: draft your essay
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4. Revising: re-see what you wrote. Check for major grading criteria:
· Does each paragraph have a topic sentence that supports your thesis?

· Do the paragraphs flow smoothly from one to the next or do they seem like bullet points?

· Assess your diction: how could you use more specific words instead of general words?

· Did you include any figurative language?
· Do you have a mix of sentence types: complex and compound—with not too many simple sentences?
5. Editing: check grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Make sure that all movie titles are underlined or italicized. Refer to all authors, creators, and actors by their first and last name the first time, and thereafter by their last names.

6. Proofreading: check for typographical errors.
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On Monday and Wednesday: bring rubrics so we can discuss grading criteria and essay format. [image: image6.wmf]
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