Core II: Explaining Relationships
One paragraph summary of relationship and its significance due: 10/12

Rough draft due for Peer Review: 10/19

Final draft and folder due: 10/21

Write a 4-5 page essay that examines a relationship in your life and makes a statement about it. This can be your relationship to a place, non-human living thing, object, hobby, profession, activity, or process. Or this can be a relationship of one thing to another: a dog’s relationship to another animal; a neighborhood’s relationship to a church; or perhaps a fraternity’s relationship to its university. Try to go beyond basic statements, such as it is a “good,” “bad,” or “fulfilling,” and illustrate the complexities of the relationship.
Within your examination, you should

· have a first page which clearly identifies the rhetorical context and your thesis statement

· write in a personal voice

· select and order events into a narrative

· construct and convey the meaning of a specific relationship

· include a thesis statement

· use specific details and sensory impressions

· connect evidence of this relationship to your life

· have some point of public resonance

· use MLA formatting for font, spacing, header info., etc. (see QA pgs. 209-212)

Within your folder, you should include

· your approved paragraph summary

· your rough draft

· your Peer Review worksheet

· your final draft

· your Core II rubric

· any notes or materials related to Core II

Note: Clearly label your folder with your name, class, class time, and core

Rhetorical Context

Subject: My relationship to a jar of honey
Audience: People who have tumultuous childhood memories; adults
Purpose: To convey how a jar of honey triggered my feelings about my relationship with my father and his departure from our family.
Thesis: I like to think I cried because seeing that bowl of honey made me miss my father. Or maybe I cried because I don’t yet understand all that happened in my life back then, or why people can do the things they do to each other. 

Composition Grading Rubric ENC 1101

Core Two—Examining Relationships
Name_________________________________

	Score


	Content /Organization
refers to topic; thesis; order and focus of ideas; development of paragraphs for readability 

25
	Diction 

refers to using words appropriate to the audience and purpose; choosing words for deliberate effect

25
	Sentence structure refers to positioning and varying sentence length and rhythm to create a deliberate effect; fragments are a rhetorical choice

25
	Grammar/ mechanics 

refers to spelling, word usage, grammar, punctuation, and ability to proofread

25

	Outstanding

24-25/25
	Well-defined and timely topic; original and significant thesis; insightful development of ideas; consistent, narrow focus and graceful transitions
	Compelling word choice, demonstrating insightful use of figurative language
	Sentences are carefully formed and positioned with attention to emphasis, rhythm and pace to engage the reader
	Demonstrates mastery of grammar, creating compelling prose; few to no errors

	Strong

21-23/25
	Clearly established topic, thesis, and focus; logical progression of ideas; smooth transitions
	Specific word choice including metaphor and analogy
	Sentences show variety in length, pattern, and rhythm
	Demonstrates understanding of most grammar; spell check errors remain

	Satisfactory

18-20/25
	Conventional topic and related support; uneven progression ideas; adequate transitions
	Conventional word choice 
	Sentences show some variation in pattern and are linked with appropriate transitions
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation 

	Limited

16-17/25
	Topic unclear or lacking insight; inconsistent organization; transitions do not connect ideas
	Vague, ordinary word choice with clichés and jargon
	Simple sentences are frequent with occasional fused sentences and fragments
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation

	Flawed

0-15/25
	Demonstrates no insight into topic; no control of organization and/or transitions
	Word choice doesn’t fit audience or purpose
	Awkward and unclear sentences; little variety; frequent run-ons and fragments
	Continuous errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation


