The First Step: Conducting Exploratory Research

Great! You have your approved research question—now what? You need to find three articles about your topic.

1. Go to a search engine or general reference site and type in keywords.

Some popular search engines are?

Some keywords for topics are?

2. Determine how useful the hits returned are.

Does the site have the kind of information you need?

Gender roles=
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_role
3. When you see a site that looks good, click on it. However, you still need to be critical of the site even if it looks like it has the right information.

· Whose site is it (personal, professional, unknown)?

http://www.martinlutherking.org/
gender roles + debate=
http://www.molly.com/2004/07/10/gender-roles-lets-talk-race/
· What kind of language does the site use?
affirmative action laws=

http://www.dol.gov/esa/regs/statutes/ofccp/eo11246.htm
stem cell research + cloning + laws

www.fas.org/spp/civil/crs/RL31015.pdf
· Has the site been refereed?

· Can you communicate with the site manager, the author, or whoever sponsors the site?

· When was the site last updated?

· How easy is it to move around the site/find the home page?

