
Finding an Issue
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m)
n. pl. media 
a. A means of mass communication, such as newspapers, magazines, radio, or television. 

b. media (used with a sing. or pl. verb) The group of journalists and others who constitute the communications industry and profession. 

Directions: Identify at least six different communities. Identify at least six different types of public media. Brainstorm possible problems these communities might face with/in the media. Discuss the following as a group, but complete your possible research questions with your own interests in mind.

Communities

Communities are often based on characteristics that the group members share. Below are some characteristics that may mark a community:

Race/ethnicity, Gender, Age, Status/class, Religion, Profession (current or future), Enthusiasms, Sexuality, Geography/Citizenship, Interests/hobbies

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Media

1. Television

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. 

Identify Problems 

Use the lists above to brainstorm possible media issues these communities may deal with. 

These issues should be controversial, meaning people have different perspectives on this issue. Identify at least two differing points of view on the issue.

1. People with intellectual challenges being stereotyped in films

2. Google refused to hand over records

3.

4. 

5. 

6. 

7.

8.

(Note: You should add to this list as we explore issues raised in class readings.)

1. Based on the table, construct three possible research questions below. Use the following as a guide:

1. Is ___________ harmful or helpful? (Arguments about values, morals, and tastes)

2. Is _________ responsible for ________? (Arguments about reality and facts)

3. What should be done about  __________? (Arguments about laws and policies)

4. Should ________ be instituted/legalized/endorsed? (Arguments about laws and policies)

5. Should ________ have to _______? (Arguments about laws and policies)

6. What are the consequences of _______? (Arguments about reality and facts)

7. Is __________ fair or unfair? (Arguments about values, morals, and tastes)

Other ways to find topics include browsing magazines and newspapers for article about media that interest you; searching online (http://lii.org, media, accessibility, and on and on) (FAIR.org) (http://www.beaweb.org/mediasites.html); typing keywords into a search engine

Note: Research questions should be arguable, socially or politically significant, researchable, and timely. 

Submit your two best research questions with one-paragraph explanations to me on ___________.

Example:

1. Is it dangerous for local news to be entertaining? 

Many local news shows today seem to try and entertain rather than give a thoughtful explication of current events. Headlines focus on the most titillating or sensation story newscasters can find, such as “Girl Attacked by Killer Bees” at 7. Many people would like to see a different kind of news in their nightly coverage, though—a news that examines topics that may not be sensational but offers an in-depth look at things like the local school board’s efforts to improve the curriculum. When news seeks to entertain, consumers are in danger of following the most dramatic image instead of finding out what is really going on in their community. 

