Author of essay:

Peer Reviewer’s name:

Core I Peer Review: Analysis of an Argument
Directions: Read over the essay once without marking anything. Read the peer review sheet. Then go through and read the essay a second time while completing the peer review questions. Discuss your answers and markings with your partner. Give this worksheet back to the essay’s author.

1. Annotate your partner’s essay by marking phrases and words you like. Mark places where you thought the author was particularly insightful in his or her analysis.

2. Check MLA format (name information, running header, margins, font size, parenthetical documentation, etc). Note any places the author deviated from MLA format. If you aren’t sure, draw a question mark so the author can check later.
3. Read the author’s title. Rate it on a scale from 1 (great) to 4 (poor). Explain why in 1-2 sentences below.

4. Read the author’s introductory paragraph(s). What are the characteristics of an introductory paragraph?


Does the essay’s introduction include these things?


If not all of them, what is missing?

5. Label the thesis statement with a “T.” Does the thesis clearly state the essay writer’s opinion of how people who are mentally challenged are portrayed? 


If not, how could the writer possibly revise his or her thesis to include this?

6. Are the transitions from one paragraph to the next smooth or jerky? Mark each transition as “smooth” or “jerky” or “don’t know” on the paper.

7. Write in the margins where the essay writer analyzes the film’s

· Portrayal of mentally challenged

· Intended audience
· Assumptions the creators make about their intended audience

· Use of emotion 

· Use of morals, values, and/or ethics

· Comparisons to Simon’s RTB
8. Does the author support his or her opinion about how the mentally challenged are portrayed by referencing scenes or dialogue from the movie?
9. Label the author’s conclusion with a “C.” What are the characteristics of a conclusion?


Does the essay’s conclusion include these things?


If not all of them, what is missing?

10. Examine the tone of the essay. Tone is the author’s tone of voice, his or her attitude toward subject, self, and audience. Does the author avoid arguing the topic and instead seem like an objective analyzer?
11. Examine the language the author uses. Is it appropriate to a college educated audience?


What is your favorite word or phrase that the author uses? Why?


Does the author avoid clichés and conversational phrases? 


If not mark, the places in the essay where the author uses these with an “L” for 
language.
12. Examine the essay against the Core I grading rubric. Give a suggested score out 
of 20 points for each area (content and organization, diction, research, etc.) below.

