Core IV: Composing an Argument and Workable Solution

	Week
	Topics Covered 
	Reading Homework

	14

Apr. 7
	Introduction to Core IV

Sign up for a conference date and time
	Read pgs. 221-261in AIC: Reading quiz on 4/10

	15

Apr. 10-14
	Reading quiz

Defining your purpose and audience and claim: discussion of pgs. 221-261

Organizational Strategies

Final Exam directions handout given

No class Friday 4/14: Student conferences begin
	Read pgs. 139-161 in AIC for 4/12



	16

Apr. 17-21
	No class 4/17 and 4/19: Student conferences in my office

Core IV due Apr. 21

4/21 
	

	17

Apr. 24-28
	Final Exam Week: see below for your class’ meeting date and time

Core IV folders will be returned at final exam
	


Final Exam Schedule

	Wed. 4/26  10:00-12:50
	ENC 1102 11:30-12:20

	Wed. 4/26  1:00-3:50
	ENC 1002 2:30-3:20

	Fri. 4/28     10:00-12:50
	ENC 1102 12:30-1:20

	Mon. 5/1    10:00-12:50
	ENC1102 10:30-11:20


Core 4 Argument Paper

Rough drafts due for Student Conferences: 4/14, 4/17, & 4/19 (no class)

Final Drafts due: 4/21 by 4 p.m.

“The aim of argument, or of discussion, should not be victory, but progress. “
--Joseph Joubert 

Write a 5-7 page essay that argues a position on your research question and offers a workable solution to the problem your issue presents.

Make sure your essay:

· Has a first page which identifies the rhetorical context and your thesis statement

· Is in MLA format (in-text citations, Works Cited page, margins, etc.)

· Uses a minimum of five secondary sources

· Integrates quotations, paraphrases, and summaries

· Has a claim that is stated clearly in a thesis statement

· Has reasons which support claim

· Is based on assumptions that your target audience will likely accept

· Includes evidence which supports your reasons

· Addresses possible rebuttals by opposing views

· Argues for a workable first step towards solving the problem that your issue presents

To your Core IV conference, bring:

1. Your completed Pre-writing Worksheet

2. A pen with which to take notes

3. Your sources

*Note your pre-writing grade for Core IV is based on your completion of these things and your attendance at a conference. Conferences should last ten minutes per student.

Include in your core four folder:

1. This assignment sheet

2. Your sources

3. Prewriting worksheet

4. Rough draft

5. Final draft

6. Core four rubric

Prewriting for Core Four 

Directions: Write out answers to these questions and bring this sheet and your rough draft with you to your core four conference. Answers do not have to be in complete sentences. Some questions seem to overlap or repeat themselves. Humor me; there is reason in this. Turn this paper in with your core four folder.

1. What is your research question?

2. What is your stance on your research question?

3. What is the problem that your issue presents?

4. Who are some of the communities affected by this issue and how are they affected?

5. What is the problem your issue presents to these communities?

6. What is the first step toward resolving the problem that this issue presents? (Thesis statement) How can we actually make this happen?

7. What audience do you want to target with this solution? Who has some power or influence to achieve this end? (Audience)

8. What reasons will this audience(s) likely accept as support?

9. What values, beliefs, assumptions, and/or attitudes are they based in?

10. What evidence from your sources supports your reasons? Label whether they are reasons, authorities, statistics, or a combination. 

Reason:

Evidence:

Reason:

Evidence:

Reason:

Evidence:

11. What kind of claim (language, causality, values, action, existence) are you making? Explain briefly.

12. What are some opposing claims to your argument? List at least one.

13. Why are your claims and ground superior to the other positions’?

Audience- Assume your audience is educated, mature, and skillful at reasoning.

“The philosopher Kenneth Burke said we trust those who are like us, who can see things through our eyes. Therefore, your best strategy is to convince readers that you understand them, that you are like them and share their values.” –Discovering Arguments, p. 34

1. Who is the audience for your argument going to be and why?

2.  In what ways/to what extent do you think this audience agrees/disagrees with your claim and workable solution?

3. What does your audience know about your topic (background and debate)? Are there key terms or history that you will need to explain?

4. Briefly describe a fictitious person who belongs to your audience. Is he/she young or old, lower-income or higher-income? What TV shows do they watch, what kind of car do they drive, what things do they value, who do you think they voted for?

How might you appeal to their emotions on your topic?

How might you try to appear credible on your topic?

5. “[T]here are statements and beliefs that most members of a community accept as true, and an argument will be persuasive only when the reasons and assumptions that justify the claim are grounded in this core of common belief. Reasons grounded in the common beliefs of the community are called ‘community-based reasons’” (Hatch 214). What values and beliefs do you think you might share with your audience? 

6.Why is your workable solution worthwhile or the best possible solution to the issue question? (No one sentence answers.)

Composition Grading Rubric ENC 1102

Core Four—Arguing a Workable Truth

Name_________________________________

	Score


	Content /Organization
refers to topic; thesis; order and focus of ideas; integrated and documented support; acknowledges other perspectives; knowledge of diversity 

20
	Diction 

refers to using words appropriate to the audience and purpose; choosing words for deliberate effect

20
	Sentence structure refers to positioning and varying sentence length and rhythm to create a deliberate effect; fragments are a rhetorical choice

20
	Research and Documentation

Refers to the synthesis and integration of varied and credible research; uses current MLA (or other) citation style; avoids plagiarism

20
	Grammar/ mechanics 

refers to spelling, word usage, grammar, punctuation, and ability to proofread

20

	Outstanding

19-20/20


	Well-defined, persuasive thesis; insightful reasoning, support and use of appeals; consistent focus and graceful transitions; shows understanding of cultural diversity
	Compelling word choice, demonstrating insightful use of figurative language
	Sentences are carefully formed and positioned with attention to emphasis, rhythm and pace to engage the reader; active voice predominates
	Meaningful integration of varied and credible research; mastery of paraphrasing, summarizing, and quoting from sources; correct documentation style
	Demonstrates mastery of grammar, creating compelling prose; few to no errors

	Strong

16-18/20


	Clear argument and focus; strong use of related support; logical progression of ideas; smooth transitions; shows awareness of cultural diversity; shows diversity in topic
	Specific word choice including metaphor and analogy
	Sentences show variety in length, pattern, and rhythm; strong use of active voice
	Clear integration of varied research using correct documentation 
	Demonstrates understanding of most grammar; spell check errors remain

	Satisfactory

14-15/20


	Conventional argument and related support; unbalanced perspective and uneven progression of ideas; adequate transitions
	Conventional word choice 
	Sentences show some variation in pattern and are linked with appropriate transitions; use of active voice
	Integrates conventional arguments as support; documentation has few errors
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation 

	Limited

12-13/20


	Argument unclear or lacking insight; inconsistent organization; transitions do not connect ideas
	Vague, ordinary word choice with clichés and jargon
	Simple sentences are frequent with occasional fused sentences and fragments; occasional, unplanned passive voice
	Weak integration of research; no or little attention to other perspectives; multiple errors in documentation 
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation

	Flawed

0-11/20


	No identifiable argument; no meaningful discussion of topic; no control of organization and/or transitions
	Word choice doesn’t fit audience or purpose
	Awkward and unclear sentences; little variety; frequent run-ons and fragments
	Poor use of documentation; questionable plagiarism; no attention to research
	Continuous errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation


