Core IV: Argument Essay
Research question worksheet due by: 11/16
Rough draft due: 11/31
Final draft due: 12/2

“Entering a controversy is like coming into a room where a heated conversation is taking place. You may know some of the people talking, but not all of them. You need to listen for a while to find out what all of the various speakers are saying and what the issues seem to be. You may see yourself drawn toward some of the views argued, and skeptical about others. Some speakers may be throwing out facts and figures, but you may not be quite sure what they are trying to prove. Some may be taking jabs at other speakers’ reasoning.


Gradually, as you listen, you find you agree with some of the speakers’ views but oppose others. The controversy begins to make sense to you and you start to speak.” 

--John Trimbur, pg. 71

This assignment is you speaking.

Write a 4-5 page argument essay that takes a position on a local public issue and recommends a course of action or offers a solution.

Public arguments voice the opinion of individuals or groups that share a common concern. Public arguments analyze issues and take a position. 
Your issue should focus on an issue specific to UCF, Central Florida, or Florida.

Steps before you write:

1. Analyze issues to write about 
2. Complete research question worksheet

3. Use the library databases, observations, and interviews to research your approved issue 

4. Find at least four sources (articles (2) and interviews (2)—no Internet sources)

5. Develop a persuasive position

6. Support your position with backing and evidence
7. Identify people who think differently from you
Within your argument essay, you should

· have a first page which clearly identifies the rhetorical context (subject, audience, purpose) as well as your thesis statement

· have a thesis (most like a qualified one) that argues for public action
· research, integrate, and document four credible sources

· assume a public voice

· address people whose views are different from yours
· use MLA formatting for font, spacing, title, etc.; refer to QA pgs.  209-212 for guidelines (do not include a cover sheet)

· include parenthetical references and a Works Cited list in MLA format to cite outside sources
Developing a Research Question


Begin brainstorming as a class based on what you know. However, next class bring a local newspaper with you. 
I. What are some issues or problems that affect 

The UCF community members:


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.


8.


9.

Central Floridians:


1.


2.


3.


4.

Floridians:


1.


2.


3.

II. Choose four issues that you are most interested in above. Conduct research on the Internet to ensure that it passes the DRST test. Place a checkmark when you find that it does.
	
	Issue
	Debatable (do people have reasonable, differing opinions about it?)
	Researchable (Can you find information about it in newspapers, magazine, AND other people?)
	Socially/Politically Significant (Does this issue affect a group or community in a meaningful way?)
	Timely (conduct research before you hand in your question)

	1.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	


Choose two issues from II. That passed the DRST test. Try to compose two or more research questions based on the templates below.
1. Is ___________ harmful or helpful? (Arguments about values, morals, and tastes)

2. Is _________ responsible for ________? (Arguments about reality and facts)

3. What should be done about  __________? (Arguments about laws and policies)

4. Should ________ be instituted/legalized/endorsed? (Arguments about laws and policies)

5. Should ________ have to _______? (Arguments about laws and policies)

6. What are the consequences of _______? (Arguments about reality and facts)

7. Is __________ fair or unfair? (Arguments about values, morals, and tastes)

8. Is ________ achieving ________? (Arguments about reality and facts)
9. What does ______ mean? (Arguments about definitions)

Some sample research questions are listed below.

1. Do Florida’s abstinence-only programs discourage teen sex?

2. Should everyone go to college?

3. What are the consequences of grade inflation at UCF?

4. Are high school graduates adequately prepared for UCF?

5. Should there be more arts and humanities courses offered at UCF?

6. Should UCF students work part-time while they go to school full-time?

7. Are there too many tolls in the Orlando area?

8. Should bars and clubs stay open later in the Orlando area?

9. Does a UCF college education prepare students for the workforce?

10. Should the government be able to decide what food is offered in Florida schools?

Is there too much emphasis on standardized testing in Florida schools?

You may choose one of these if you wish for Core IV; however, the other one must be composed by you. 

Take a Position: Pre-writing Worksheet

“Good arguments aren’t found ready to use. They have to be made. To make a persuasive argument, you need to develop an effective line of reasoning. To do that, it is helpful to look at the parts that go into making an argument.”

--Trimbur, pg. 81

1. What is your research question?

2. What is your claim?

3. Who are you trying to persuade? In other words, who is your audience?

4. What is some evidence that supports your claim? List three examples (e.g., specific authorities’ statements, statistics, personal experiences of others, past precedents, etc.)

5. How does each piece of evidence connect to the claim?


1.


2.


3.

6. What enabling assumptions do you make about your audience?

7. Give one view that differs from yours on your issue. Explain an enabling assumption of this view. 


For example:


Your view: Gay marriage should be legalized.


One of your enabling assumptions may be: Marriage can be between people of the 
same sex.


Differing view: Gay marriage should not be legalized.


One possible enabling assumption: Marriage is between a man and a woman.

8. Choose one of your enabling assumptions from #5. Explain why this assumption is preferable or more important than the opposing assumption you gave in #8.


For example:


The assumption that marriage can be between people of the same sex is preferable 
to the assumption that marriage is between a man and a woman because marriage 
should be based on ideas of love, companionship, and monogamy rather than 
gender.

Peer Review for Your Argumentative Essay

Directions: Read over your partner’s paper then try to answer these questions. After you are finished answering the questions, talk about your answers with your partner. Next, go over your partner’s review of your paper. Give your partner your review and her paper back. Turn in this review sheet with your final draft.

Author of essay:

Peer Reviewer:

1. What is the title of the paper?

2. Does the paper have a clear introductory paragraph?
Yes
No 
I don’t know

    Label the paragraph “I.”

3. What is the issue on which the essay focuses?

4. What is the author’s claim on the issue?

5. Label the thesis statement with a “T.” Does the thesis statement CLEARLY argue a position on the issue?
Yes
No
I don’t know

6. Is the thesis statement wordy or unclear? Yes
No
I don’t know


Discuss why with the author if you answered “yes” or “I don’t know.”

7. Does the author address viewpoints that differ from her position? Yes    No            







          I don’t know

8. Name at least one differing viewpoint that the author addresses:

9. How does the author address this viewpoint? Explain in 2-3 complete sentences.

10. Identify and write out at least one differing person or organization’s name the author addresses:

11. Does the author explain who people are that she cites? Does the author explain 
unknown terms, acts, bills, and organizations? 


If not, circle the terms that are undefined.

12. In complete sentences, name at least two reasons the author gives to support her position:

13. Does the author give evidence (authorities’ statements, facts, statistics, data, observations, etc) to support her reasons? Yes
  No
I don’t know

List two pieces of evidence from the paper:

14. Are there any particular insights—statements that surprise you with their wisdom 
and concise expression—in the essay? Draw a smiley face next to these parts.

15. Are there any overgeneralizations—statements that are extremely broad and cover too many cases—within the essay? Underline these parts and label them as overgeneralizations. (Overgeneralizations can be spotted through words such as everyone, no one, all, never, always, etc.)

16. Does the author use citations when she writes about things that are not common knowledge or when she quotes sources? Yes
  
No
I don’t know


Circle any parts where you think citations may be necessary but are not included.

17. Does the author refer to her sources in present tense? (“Dr. Smith writes,” not “Dr. Smith wrote,”?) Circle any words that you think may be written in an incorrect tense.

18. Does the author have a Works Cited page?

18. Does the author have a concluding paragraph? Yes
No
I don’t know


Label this “C.”

19. If the concluding paragraph restates the points of the paper and the thesis and “leaves the reader with something” place a checkmark beside it. If it introduces any new points, circle these points and tell the author about them.

20. What is the workable solution that the author provides?

21. To what degree do you think the author’s argument is persuasive? Circle one.


1-not very persuasive

2
3
4
5-very persuasive
Write 2-3 sentences of explanation.

21b. What point(s) do you find most persuasive? Label these “very persuasive” and tell the author why.

22. Do you find the author’s argument reasonable? Yes
No  I don’t know


If not, what specifically about the author’s argument do you find unreasonable?

23. Does the author avoid name-calling, sarcasm, and extremist statements? Yes  No


If no, label these parts in the paper.

24.  Does the paper follow MLA format with regards to margins, running header, 
space between paragraphs, and name information? See MLA section in QA
26. Does the author include a minimum of four sources both within her paper and on 
her Works Cited list?

Composition Grading Rubric ENC 1101

Core Four—Entering a Public Forum: an argument
Name_________________________________

	Score


	Content /Organization
refers to topic; thesis; order and focus of ideas; integrated and documented support; acknowledges other perspectives 

20
	Diction 

refers to using words appropriate to the audience and purpose; choosing words for deliberate effect

20
	Sentence structure refers to positioning and varying sentence length and rhythm to create a deliberate effect; fragments are a rhetorical choice

20
	Research and Documentation

Refers to the synthesis and integration of varied and credible research; uses current MLA (or other) citation style; avoids plagiarism

20
	Grammar/ mechanics 

refers to spelling, word usage, grammar, punctuation, and ability to proofread

20

	Outstanding

19-20/20
	Well-defined, persuasive thesis; insightful development of ideas and support; consistent focus and graceful transitions
	Compelling word choice, demonstrating insightful use of figurative language
	Sentences are carefully formed and positioned with attention to emphasis, rhythm and pace to engage the reader
	Meaningful integration of varied and credible research; mastery of paraphrasing, summarizing, and quoting from sources; correct documentation style
	Demonstrates mastery of grammar, creating compelling prose; few to no errors

	Strong

16-18/20
	Clear thesis and focus; strong use of related support; logical progression of ideas; smooth transitions
	Specific word choice including metaphor and analogy
	Sentences show variety in length, pattern, and rhythm
	Clear integration of varied research using correct documentation in-text and on Works Cited
	Demonstrates understanding of most grammar; spell check errors remain

	Satisfactory

13-15/20
	Conventional claim and related support; unbalanced perspective and uneven progression of ideas; adequate transitions
	Conventional word choice 
	Sentences show some variation in pattern and are linked with appropriate transitions. Syntax may at times be awkward.
	Integrates conventional arguments as support; documentation has few errors in-text and on Works Cited
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation 

	Limited

10-12/20
	Claim unclear or lacking insight; inconsistent organization; transitions do not connect ideas
	Vague, awkward, or ordinary word choice with clichés and jargon
	Simple sentences are frequent with occasional fused sentences and fragments. 
	Weak integration of research; no or little attention to other perspectives; multiple errors in documentation 
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation

	Flawed

0-9/20
	No identifiable claim; no meaningful discussion of topic; no control of organization and/or transitions
	Word choice doesn’t fit audience or purpose
	Awkward and unclear sentences; little variety; frequent run-ons and fragments
	Poor use of documentation; questionable plagiarism; no attention to research
	Continuous errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation


