Author of memoir:

Peer reviewer:

Peer Review of a Memoir

Directions: Get into pairs and exchange essays. Take notes on the questions below. You do not have to write your answers in complete sentences, but write enough so that you can elucidate your thoughts in the consultation with the writer. After you have answered the questions, give the memoir a grade based on the rubric.

1. Does the memoir meet the assignment requirements listed below?

· write in a personal voice (use first person “I”)

· select and order events into a narrative

· construct and convey the meaning of a clearly significant moment

· use specific details and sensory impressions

· connect past events to a larger historical context

· connect past events to a present self-aware writer

· use MLA formatting for font, spacing, title, etc.; refer to QA pgs.  209-212 for guidelines 

· include a page that identifies the rhetorical context

2. What are the major events in the memoir (i.e., what happens)?

3. Are the events timeline easy to follow or is the narration confusing?

4. What do you think the significance of the memory is to the author?


Do you think the author does a good job of conveying the significance?


Why or why not?

5. Label the sentence or sentences that you think best communicate the thesis of the memoir. Evaluate the thesis statement: Do the sentences effectively convey the message of the memoir?

6. Do the events the author writes about focus on one significant moment or are there too many other moments in the story?

7. What are some specific details and sensory impressions the author uses? (List at least 3.)

8. Are there allusions which refer to the time in which the memory took place? If so, what are they? If not, what events do you think might be appropriate to add and where would you add them?

9. What is the public resonance of the memory?

10. Does the author connect past events to her present self? How?

11. Does the author use specific words and figurative language? Circle places where the author uses specific words, and write SW by them. Underline places where the author uses metaphors or analogies, and write MET or AN by them. How do these word choices help or hinder the author’s message?

11. What is your favorite word in the memoir?

12. Do the author’s sentences create a pace and rhythm that is appropriate to what she is trying to communicate? Circle your favorite sentence and draw a star by it. Circle your least favorite sentence and draw an unhappy face by it.
