Core III: A Review
Rough Draft and Outline Due: 11/7
Final Draft Due: 11/9
Write a 3-5 page essay that evaluates the book The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. 
The writer should use relevant criteria to form his or her evaluation. Relevant criteria should include terms learned in class, such as character, plot, point of view, tone, audience, purpose, theme, symbol, and occasion. The writer should compose a persuasive thesis statement with a specific audience in mind. The writer should supply specific references from the book to support his or her evaluation in the form of summaries, paraphrases, and direct quotations. 
Within your evaluation, you should
· Have a first page which clearly identifies your rhetorical context (subject, audience, purpose) as well as your thesis statement

· Include a persuasive thesis statement that reflects your evaluation of the novel

· Consider the occasion for the author’s writing. Does the time period the book was published during have any bearing on your evaluation of it?

· Consider the audience of the book. Who do you think would be interested in this book and why?
· Consider your audience. (Who are you writing this for? People who have already read the book or not? If they have read it, what do you want them to think about this book? Persuade them. If they have not read it—should they or should they not? Persuade them.) Think about where you would submit this review for publication.
· Consider your purpose. Is your purpose with this review to recommend this text to a specific audience or to advise a specific audience that they would not enjoy this text or that they should think X about this novel?
· Summarize the story.
· Try to classify the novel: what genre(s) would you label it?

· Include explicit or implicit criteria that reflects your values 

· Use specific examples from the novel to support your evaluation in the form of summaries, paraphrases, and direct quotations

· Anticipate and address people who might disagree with your evaluation: what would they say and how would you answer back?

· Compare this to other novels like it: how does it stack up against them? What novels is it like or unlike?

· Use MLA formatting for font, spacing, title, etc.; refer to QA pgs.  209-212 for guidelines (do not include a cover sheet)

Include in folder:
1. Novel notes (words you have looked up, quotations you find intriguing, page number with important information, etc.)
2. Novel quizes

3. Rough draft 

4. Peer review worksheet

5. Final draft

6. Core III rubric

7. Any additional Core III notes

Sample rhetorical context:
Subject: Who would enjoy the The Kite Runner and why.

Audience: Readers of Real Simple magazine, specifically women in their early twenties to mid-thirties who enjoy somewhat serious reading.

Purpose: To persuade my target audience to read The Kite Runner
Thesis: Although I enjoyed The Kite Runner, I don’t think it is a book everyone would like. Kite Runner would be most appreciated by the crowd in between the New York Times’ bestseller addicts and those who only read Literature with a capital “L.”

Essay author’s name: ________________


Peer reviewer’s name: ______________

Core III Peer Review
1. What does the author evaluate?

2. What is the author’s evaluation? Label this as his/her thesis statement with a “T.”

3. What criteria does the writer examine? (List three.)
4. Are the criteria mostly implicit or explicit?

5. What values do the criteria reflect? (If not stated directly, try to infer.)

6. What specific passages in the form of summaries, paraphrases, or direct quotations does the author give to support his/her criteria? (List at list three.)
7. What values does the author seem to not care about? (If not stated directly, try to infer.)
8. Who (young men who don’t typically like to read, older people, teenagers?) does the author seem to be writing on behalf of? What makes you think this?
9. Does the author offer any qualifiers or statements that go against his/her original evaluation? If so, label this “qual.”

10. Does the author compare the novel to other novels? If so which ones? 
11. What are some questions or objections others might have to the author’s evaluation?

12. How does the author address these questions and objections?

Composition Grading Rubric ENC 1101

Core Three—Evaluating Our Culture: a review
Name_________________________________

	Score


	Content /Organization
refers to establishing and analyzing relevant criteria for evaluation and to meet audience needs; persuasive thesis 

25
	Diction 

refers to using words appropriate to the audience and purpose; choosing words for deliberate effect

25
	Sentence structure refers to positioning and varying sentence length and rhythm to create a deliberate effect; fragments are a rhetorical choice

25
	Grammar/ mechanics 

refers to spelling, word usage, grammar, punctuation, and ability to proofread

25

	Outstanding

23-25/25
	insightful application of relevant criteria and support; clear, identifiable position that persuades audience; consistent focus and graceful transitions
	Compelling word choice, demonstrating insightful use of figurative language
	Sentences are carefully formed and positioned with attention to emphasis, rhythm and pace to engage the reader
	Demonstrates mastery of grammar, creating compelling prose; few to no errors

	Strong

21-22/25
	Meaningful application of criteria and related support that focuses on audience needs; logical progression of ideas; smooth transitions
	Specific word choice including metaphor and analogy
	Sentences show variety in length, pattern, and rhythm
	Demonstrates understanding of most grammar; spell check errors remain

	Satisfactory

18-20/25
	Conventional application of criteria and related support; uneven progression ideas; adequate transitions
	Conventional word choice 
	Sentences show some variation in pattern and are linked with appropriate transitions
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation 

	Limited

16-17/25
	Weak position and application of criteria; inconsistent organization; transitions do not connect ideas
	Vague, ordinary word choice with clichés and jargon
	Simple sentences are frequent with occasional fused sentences and fragments
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation

	Flawed

0-15/25
	No identifiable position; criteria is irrelevant to text or audience; no control of organization and/or transitions
	Word choice doesn’t fit audience or purpose
	Awkward and unclear sentences; little variety; frequent run-ons and fragments
	Continuous errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation


