Conducting Observations

Directions: Choose one planned observation from list below and take notes while completing it (one page typed). You should pick an observation that is related to your research question. Note: some questions may be easy to answer while others are difficult. Still others may not be relevant to your analysis. Use your own judgment as to how in-depth your answers should be for each question. 

Possible Observations

1. Television news: Watch news coverage (local or cable) of the same day on three different television stations. Take notes on

· Who-- Who is covering the news? What do they look like? How do they speak? What gender or ethnicity are they? What do you know about them? Who do you think the audience for this show is? What makes you think that specifically?

· What— What connection does it have to your topic? What stories are covered? What kinds of images are used? 

· Where—Where does most of the news take place? What geographical locales are covered? 

· When—What time of the day is the news covered? What shows are before and after it? Where do you think most audience members are in their day? How long is the news show on for?

· How—How is the news delivered? How long between commercials? How long does each story run? How in-depth is the reporting on each story?

2. Television show: Watch two different television shows on two different stations that deal with your topic. (For example, if you are researching how homosexuals are portrayed on television, you might watch Will & Grace and Queer Eye for the Straight Guy.) Take notes on

· Who-- Who is on the show? What do they look like? How do they speak? What gender or ethnicity are they? What do you know about them? Who do you think the audience is for the show? What specifically makes you think that?

· What— What connection does it have to your topic? What is the basic plot of the show? What are some purposes of the show?

· Where—Where does most of the show take place? 

· When—What time of the day is the show on? What shows are before and after it? Where do you think most audience members are in their day? 

· How—How does each character act/what is h/her personality? How does the character meet with your expectations for the h/her or deviate from them?

3. Internet: Browse three different websites that deal with your topic. (For example, if you are researching how much privacy there is on the Internet, you might want to browse different search engines to try to find out some basic information on a friend: what can you find out about them? (Age, family names, address, background, teachers, etc.) Take notes on

· Who-- Who (person or thing or organization) are you trying to find information on?

· What— What connection does it have to your topic? What specific information are you trying to find? What information did you find? What are the purposes of the websites?

· Where— What websites did you explore? What group, organization, or creator are they affiliated with?

· When-how often are the sites you visited updated? Is there a copyright date anywhere on the page?

· How—How did you find this information? What search strategies did you use to find the information? List all steps.  How difficult was it (on a scale of 1 (very easy) to 5 (very difficult) to find this information?

4. Music: Listen carefully to two different albums (same genre) that deal with your topic. (For example, if you are researching how women are portrayed in hip-hop music, you might want to listen to Late Registration by Kanye West and Rappa Ternt Singa by T-Pain.) Take notes on

· Who-- Who is the artist? What do you know about h/her? Who do you think the primary audience is for this music? What specifically makes you think that? What does the artist/producer seem to value, believe, and hold as ideal?

· What— What connection does it have to your topic? What are the lyrics to these songs like? Print out the lyrics to some songs and compare them; what do these songs say about your topic? What does the cover art for the album look like? What are some of the purposes of the album? What do you think the artist assumes about h/her audience?

· Where— Where (specific channels and/or stations) is this music played? 

· When—When was this album released? 

· How—How does the music portray X? How do the albums compare to each other lyrically and musically?

5. Print media (Newspapers, books, magazines, pamphlets): Browse three different print media (same genre though) that deal with your topic. (For example, if you are researching whether or not print advertisers market ethically, you might want to browse two magazines with a lot of ads, such as Cosmopolitan and In Style.) Take notes on

· Who-- Who is featured prominently in the print media? What gender or ethnicity are they? What do you know about them? Who do you think the audience is? What specifically makes you think that?

· What—What are some of the purposes of it? What connection does it have to your topic?

· Where—Where is this print media found or distributed?

· When—When was it published? How often is it published?

· How—How is it distributed to the public? How does it portray X?

