Class 6/8

Note: Change Assignment 4 to read, “Cite at least two sources.”
1. Addressing a poem’s form and structure in your compare/contrast essay: rhythm, meter, closed form, open form

· p. 884 Rhythm can but does not always refer to a repetitive sound in a poem. It can refer to any kind of repetition: sound—as in assonance or alliteration, stresses, and/or pauses. The best way to hear the rhythm is to read out loud.

· A stress is when there is more emphasis on a given syllable than on another. When we stress a syllable in speech it comes out as a little louder than the other syllables. 

· Read “My Papa’s Waltz.” What syllables are stressed? How does the rhythm contribute to your understanding of the poem?
· Read “We Real Cool,” p. 889. How does the rhythm contribute to the poem?

· Open form and closed form, p. 908. All poems have form. Closed form indicates a pattern, whether in obvious tightly rimed lines or loosely riming lines or the amount of lines in a stanza. Ex., p. 940
· Blank verse: unrimed iambic pentameter (10 syllables); where an unstressed syllable is followed by a stressed syllable. p. 894

· Couplet: 2 line stanza, usually rimed, p. 912

· Quatrain: 4 line stanza, usually rimed, p. 910

· Open form is where there is no set pattern to the poem; it meanders like a river down a stream, perhaps riming words at the end of two lines and then not.
2. Break
3. Review of terms: hot potato

4. What should your thesis and introductory paragraph do? See p. 2158
Your introduction should: lure the reader in, contextualize the assignment, avoid announcing your intent, contain you thesis statement. See intro. strategies sheet. 
What should your thesis statement do? Answer the assignment—state which poem you find more satisfying and a general reason why. 

Really rough thesis statement: The poems “The Names” and “To an Athlete Dying Young” both deal with death; however, they approach death with much different assumptions. Although “To an Athlete Dying Young” communicates a worthwhile message—to die while you are famous and in your prime is the best way to go—the somber and very real message of “The Names” is far more touching. 
I. Paragraphs 2 & 3: Compare themes of poems: only the good die young v. a remembrance of those who died during 9/11 and how the themes support that “Names” is more touching. 

II. Paragraph 3 & 4: Compare the language used in each poem and how they contribute to “Names” being a more touching poem.

III. Paragraph 5: Compare the speakers of both poems

IV. Paragraph 6: Compare the sensory details in both poems
IV. Paragraph 7: Compare the form of both poems

IV: Conclusion

*Remember to refer to authors by complete name in the beginning and last name thereafter 
*Remember to ingrate quotations from the poems and outside sources with identifying tags, proper grammar and mechanics, and correct MLA parenthetical information. 

4. What type of information might be useful in your sources:
Any relevant information: Critics’ statements about the author’s life, writings, predominant themes, tone, manuscripts, perspective on life, etc. 

Minimal citations: 2 quotations or paraphrases from each source. 

5. How to cite sources in MLA format in text.

