Examine the memory you think you want to write about. Brainstorm as many details as you can about the following questions. You will have a little time in class. Finish for homework.
1. Who was there? 

How old were they at the time? 

What did they look like then? 

What was your relationship to them then? 

How has your relationship changed since then?

2. How old were you at the time?
What grade were you in?

What kind of clothes did you wear?

What kind of hairstyle did you have?

What did your room look like?

What did your house look like?

3. Where did the memory take place?

What city was it in?

What did the place look like? (Sketch a map.)

What were your feelings about the place at the time of the memory? (Avoid banal and vague word choices such as “good” and “bad.”)

What are your feelings toward the place looking back now?

4. What is the significance of the memory?

(Did you learn something about yourself or someone else? Did the experience change you in some important way?)

Did you realize the importance of the experience at the time? If not, when did you?

How has that past experience shaped who you are today? (Where specifically do you see evidence of that experience’s lesson in your present life?)

5. Why write about this memory in particular? 
What makes it stand out to you?

