Read the following paragraphs:

Grade them according to the core one rubric for content and organization, diction, sentence structure, and grammar and mechanics. 

Circle specific places where there are weaknesses or strengths. Try to label these places according to what kind of error or strength you think they fall under. 
Paragraph from an argument essay that attempts to persuade its audience that a living wage law is needed. 
Lots of people think everybody in the US has tons of money. Since we started, it’s been known as a country where the little guy can get ahead by pulling up his bootstraps and working hard. But, lots of people that work nowadays have a rough time making enough dough to buy things they need like cell phones with cameras or Chappelle’s Show first season on DVD. Poor people have it tough. So do McDonald’s workers. My sister worked at McDonald’s through high school, she barely made enough to get by and she was always at work. We never saw her. That’s why you should really check it out. If you voted for it, people could afford the basic things they need to get by in life, and that’s what America is all about: the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Content and Organization:     /25

Diction:      /25

Sentence Structure:      /25

Grammar and Mechanics:       /25

Total grade:          /100

The United States is considered a wealthy country by many cultures. Since its founding, it has been regarded as a country where prosperity is possible through diligence and hard work. However, a large population of full-time workers currently struggles to stay above the poverty line and afford staples such as rent, transportation, and groceries. These working poor often have two jobs, go without vacations, and spend little time with their families. As Americans, we need to take a stance on this issue; so many Americans working so many hours just to eke out an existence is not acceptable. There should be a living wage law, so low wage workers can work one job and remain above the poverty line.

Content and Organization:     /25

Diction:      /25

Sentence Structure:      /25

Grammar and Mechanics:       /25

Total grade:          /100

