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Assignment #4 Persuasive essay rubric
	
	Flawed
0-11
	Limited
12-13
	Satisfactory

14-15
	Strong

16-18
	Oustanding

19-20

	Content:

Does the student compare and contrast two poems from the list?

Does the essay have a clear persuasive thesis statement?

Is there sufficient and appropriate support for the thesis?

Does the essay exhibit in-depth analysis of the poem? 

Does the student make reasonable inferences about what the poem means?

Does the student consider who the speaker is?

Is the student’s tone persuasive?
	
	
	
	
	

	Format:

Is the analysis 4-5 pages long?

Does the analysis primarily use the student’s own words and avoid long quotations from the poem?

Does the student follow standard grammar, mechanics, and usage conventions?

Does the student follow MLA conventions for name and header info., parenthetical citations, and Works Cited page?

Does the student avoid repeating the syntax of the poem?

Does the student smoothly and correctly integrate brief quotations form the poem?

Are there substantial revisions from the rough draft to the final draft?
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization:

Is there a rough draft and are there significant differences between the rough and final drafts?

Are transitions from sentence to sentence within paragraphs clear and rhythmic? 

Is the essay’s organization easy to follow and marked with a clear introduction, conclusion, and paragraph breaks?

Are there smooth transitions between paragraphs?
	
	
	
	
	

	Literary Knowledge:

Does the student use literary terms such as 

speaker, denotation, subject, theme?

Does the essay state a reasonable subject and theme of poem?

Does the student make insightful inferences about the poem?
	
	
	
	
	

	Diction

Does the student demonstrate compelling word choice and insightful use of figurative language?

Does the student use words effectively and avoid clichés?

Does the student use words that are fresh and original and avoid conventional and/or slang language?
	
	
	
	
	


