Assignment #2: Analyze a Poem
Due: 6/2/05

Directions: Using one of the poems below, analyze the speaker’s attitude toward the main subject of the poem. Support your argument by examining how the author’s choice of specific words and sensory details create the particular tone which reflects the speaker’s attitude. 

Your analysis should

· Include a formal outline

· Be 3-4 pages long 

· Consider who the speaker and audience are.

· Identify the subject and theme of the poem. 

· Have an argumentative thesis statement which asserts the speaker’s specific attitude toward the subject of the poem. 

· Contain evidence in the form of word choices and sensory details which clearly support your thesis. 

· Have a clear introduction and conclusion.

· Use MLA format for spacing, header info., margins, etc.

· Use college level writing (appropriate tone, punctuation, grammar, organization, etc.). Avoid frequent use of “I think” and “In my opinion”
· Use the terms we learned so far in your analysis: subject, theme, speaker, stanza, line, word choice, connotation, denotation, image, onomatopeaoa, allusion, alliteration, assonance, speaker, audience, metaphor, and tone

Your paraphrase should NOT

· Just paraphrase the poem
· Repeat long quotations from the poem

· Be filled with slang or have a conversational tone.
Include in your folder

· Your formal outline

· Your rough draft

· Your final draft

· The Assignment #2 rubric

Poems to choose from:

Anne Bradstreet’s “The Author to Her Book,” pg. 719
Wilfred Owen’s “Dulce Et Decorum,” 742
Billy Collins’ “The Names,” pg. 768
John Donne’s “Batter My Heart, Three-Personed God, For You,” pg. 753

Sample analysis in Literature on page 745
Note: You may use your book, but do not refer to outside sources for this assignment
