Assignment #1: Paraphrase a Poem
Due: 5/24/05
(Note: When we paraphrase a poem, we beat it with a hose. However, hose-beating is the first step to learning how to waterski.)

Directions: Choose two poems from the list below and write paraphrases of them. Remember a paraphrase is an explanation of the text in your own words. It is like a summary but not as brief or as simple. E-mail me a copy of your paraphrase by class time. 

Your paraphrase should

· Be as long as or longer than the original. 

· Consider who the speaker and audience are.

· Be attentive to every line of the poem.

· Identify the subject and theme of the poem. 

· Use MLA format for spacing, header info., margins, etc.

· Use college level writing (appropriate tone, punctuation, grammar, organization, etc.).

Your paraphrase should NOT

· Replicate the syntax of the poem

· Repeat long quotations from the poem
· Be filled with slang or have a conversational tone

· Make unreasonable assumptions about the meaning of the text

Poems to choose from:

 “To an Athlete Dying Young” by A.E. Houseman, p. 1194

 “My Papa’s Waltz” by Theodore Roethke, p. 718

“Down, Wanton, Down!” by Robert Graves, p. 752

“To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew Marvell, p. 1208

One way to start:

The poem ______ by _______ illustrates/discusses/dramatizes/imagines. . . 

