1. What analogy does Dickinson draw in this poem? The analogy is between success and a military battle.
2. Is the analogy an effective comparison? Why? No, because the person who won doesn’t understand losing and a sweet victory. If you lose all the time and then you win, you realize how sweet victory is. 
3. Purple is a color associated with blood shed in battle (Purple Heart). Purple is also a color associated with royalty or nobility. What is the "purple Host" in line 5? The “purple host” it can be the losing army or the winning army. It could also be the flag bearer. 
4. Whose ear is mentioned in line 10? What is the ear forbidden to hear? The ear is the losing ear and it is forbidden to hear the victory of the winning army because they will be dead. 
5. Describe the image you see in the last stanza. It is a soldier dying on the field and the last thing he hears is the trumpets of the winning army leaving. 
