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Alliteration - Used for poetic effect, a repetition of the initial sounds of several words in a group



I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet
Allusion - A reference in one literary work to a character or theme found in another literary work



Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) brought in upon a platter,
Apostrophe  - A figure of speech wherein the speaker speaks directly to something nonhuman



Busy old fool, unruly sun, 

Why dost thou thus, 

Through windows, and through curtains call on us?
Assonance - The repetition of vowel sounds in a literary work, especially in a poem



Hear the mellow wedding bells-and From the molten-golden notes,

Ballad - A story in poetic form, often about tragic love and usually sung



"The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"

Cacophony - an unpleasant combination of sounds



"And thou, who didst the stars and sunbeams know,/Self-school'd, self-scann'd, 

Euphony -a pleasant combination of sounds



self-honor'd, self-secure,/Didst tread on earth unguess'd at

Caesura - A pause within a line of poetry which may or may not affect the metrical count 

Know then thyself,//presume not God to scan;
The proper study of Mankind//is Man

Conceit - A far-fetched simile or metaphor, a literary conceit occurs when the speaker compares two highly dissimilar things

I have been studying how I may compare
this prison where I live unto the world:

Connotation/Denotation – Connotation: emotional content, Denotation: dictionary definition

The word wall, therefore, denotes an upright structure which encloses something or serves as a boundary. the word wall can also mean an attitude or actions which prevent becoming emotionally close to a person

Consonance - The repetition of consonant sounds with differing vowel sounds in words near each other in a line or lines of poetry



We rush into a rain



That rattles double



glass.
Couplet - A stanza of two lines, usually rhyming



Had we but world enough and time,



This coyness, lady,



were no crime.
Diction - An author's choice of words



"Getting the words right." 

Elegy - A lyric poem lamenting death

I have not lost my rings, my purse, My gold, my gems-my loss is worse, One that the stoutest heart must move. My pet, my joy, my little love, My tiny kitten, my Belaud, I lost, alas, three days ago. 

Didactic Literature - the occurrence of a single speaker saying something to a silent audience

Robert Browning's "My Last Duchess" is an example wherein the duke, speaking to a non-responding representative of the family of a prospective new duchess, reveals not only the reasons for his disapproval of the behavior of his former duchess, but aspects of his own personality as well

Epithet - a word of phrase preceding or following a name which serves to describe the character

Zeus-loved Achilles, you bid me explain
The wrath of far-smiting Apollo
Euphemism - A mild word of phrase which substitutes for another which would be undesirable because it is too direct, unpleasant, or offensive



"W. C." is a euphemism for bathroom
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 Foot - The basic unit of measurement in a line of poetry

Free Verse - Unrhymed Poetry with lines of varying lengths, and containing no specific metrical pattern

I celebrate myself and sing myself, And what I assume you shall assume, For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.

I loaf and invite my soul, I lean and loaf at my ease observing a spear of summer grass
Figurative language - In literature, a way of saying one thing and meaning something else



My love is a red, red rose.
Figure of Speech - An example of figurative language that states something that is not literally true in order to create an effect



Similes, metaphors and personification are figures of speech.

 Hyperbole - A figure of speech in which an overstatement or exaggeration occurs

Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood Clean from my hand? No. This my hand will rather The multitudinous seas incarnadine, Making the green one red. 
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 Iamb - A metrical pattern of one unstressed syllable followed by one stressed syllable

Imagery - A word or group of words in a literary work which appeal to one or more of the senses: sight, taste, touch, hearing, and smell



When the evening is spread out against the sky 

Like a patient etherized upon a table. 

 Irony - the result of an action is the reverse of what the actor expected



There are several types of Irony. Dramatic, situational, and sarcasm are all types of irony.

Local Color - A detailed setting forth of the characteristics of a particular locality



Enabling the reader to "see" the setting

Lyric Poem - A short poem wherein the poet expresses an emotion or illuminates some life principle



Emily Dickinson's "I Heard a Fly Buzz-When I Died" is a lyric poem wherein the speaker, on a 

deathbed expecting death to appear in all its grandeur, encounters a common housefly instead.
Metaphor - A figure of speech wherein a comparison is made between two unlike quantities without the use of the words "like" or "as." 
There are the black clouds of God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of the dreadful storm and big with thunder;

Meter - A regular pattern of unstressed and stressed syllables in a line or lines of poetry
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Metonymy - A figure of speech in which a word represents something else which it suggests



For example in a herd of fifty cows, the herd might be referred to as fifty head of cattle.

Narrative Poem - A poem which tells a story



"The Odyssey" 

 Ode - A poem in praise of something divine or expressing some noble idea



”Ode on a Grecian Urn" 

Paradox - A situation or a statement that seems to contradict itself, but on closer inspection, does not



That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me

Personification - A figure of speech in which something nonhuman is given human characteristics



Stormy, husky, brawling, 

City of the big shoulders
Parallel Structure - A repetition of sentences using the same structure

The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here

Rhyme - a pattern of repeated sounds



A poem should be palpable and mute 

As a globed fruit


Rhyme Scheme - is the pattern of rhyming lines in a poem or in lyrics for music

Bid me to weep, and I will weep, While I have eyes to see; And having none, yet I will keep A heart to weep for thee. 

Rhythm - Recurrences of stressed and unstressed syllables at equal intervals, similar to meter



"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" 

Scansion - A close, critical reading of a poem, examining the work for meter
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Simile - A figure of speech which takes the form of a comparison between two unlike quantities for which a basis for comparison can be found, and which uses the words "like" or "as" in the comparison,



Clear as frost on the grass-bade,
Sonnet - A lyric poem of fourteen lines whose rhyme scheme is fixed



abab cdcd efef gg

 Symbolism - A device in literature where an object represents an idea

Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, I'll tell thee, Little lamb, I'll tell thee! He is called by thy name, For he calls himself a lamb; 

Synecdoche - A figure of speech wherein a part of something represents the whole thing



In this figure, the head of a cow might substitute for the whole cow.

Synesthesia - One sensory experience described in terms of another sensory experience

Emily Dickinson, in "I Heard a Fly Buzz-When I Died," uses a color to describe a sound, the buzz of a fly: with blue, uncertain stumbling buzz 


Theme- An ingredient of a literary work which gives the work unity



The theme of Robert Frost's "Acquainted with the Night" is loneliness.

Tone - Tone expresses the author's attitude toward his or her subject



The tone of John Steinbeck's short novel "Cannery Row" is nonjudgmental

 Understatement (litode) - A statement, which lessens or minimizes the importance of what is meant

For example, if one were in a desert where the temperature was 125 degrees, and if one wee to describe thermal conditions saying "It's a little warm today." that would be an understatement

Quatrain - A four-line stanza which may be rhymed or unrhymed

As virtuous men pass mildly away And whisper to their souls, to go, Whilst some of their sad friends do say, The breath goes now, and some say, no:

Enjambment - A line which does not end with a grammatical break, that is, where the line cannot stand alone, cannot make sense without the following line

A thing of beauty is a joy forever: Its loveliness increases; it will never Pass into nothingness but still will keep A bower quiet for us, and asleep Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing

Slant Rhyme - rhyme in which either the vowels or the consonants of stressed syllables are identical



Eyes, light; years, yours
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