Emily Dickinson Questions “I heard a Fly buzz – when I died” 

1. What is the mood created in II. 2-8? Preparation 
2. What changes the mood? The Fly
3. What effect does the poet achieve by repeating the s and z sounds in I. 13? It emphasizes the sound of the fly buzzing.
4. How could the final line be paraphrased to denote the two senses in which the speaker is using the word see? She couldn’t see to understand.
5. According to the second and third stanzas, how had the speaker and those around her prepared for death? They were disappointed that they got a fly because they were expecting God. 
6. What are the dying person and those around her expecting to find in the room? What appears instead and why is this ironic? They are expecting that God will come to take the dead soul. Instead, they receive a fly. It is ironic because they were expecting this big event to take place and God to come down, they only got a fly.
7. How does the poet use pauses and specific words in lines 12-13 to make the appearance of the fly dramatic and lively? The pauses help the fly change direction in front of the light.
8. What tone do you hear in this poem? What feeling do you think the poet expresses by inserting the fly into this deathbed scene?  The tone in the poem is disappointment. She is disappointed  that the fly interrupted the religious experience. 
