The Odyssey

Homer
· He may never of existed

· Lived b/w 800 and 900 B.C.

· Homer may have been a female

· May have been blind

· He is credited to writing the Iliad and the Odyssey 
The Oral Tradition

· Paper was rare as were books.

· This story was not meant to be written, it was told

· Written down hundreds of years after it was told.  

Terms to know:
· Rhapsodes: were professional story tellers, traveled from town to town telling stories. It was their job, got room, some food, and some money to come in and tell stories. That’s how we ended up with these stories.

· Episodic: it comes in episodes. You didn’t have to remember the whole thing, it was shorter and different people specialized in telling each episode. These things made it easier for Rhapsodes to tell stories. 

· Poetry: it was written as poem. Focused on rhythm not really rhyme. It makes it easier to remember, to deliver, and to listen to. 
· *Epithets: word or words coming before a person’s name used to describe them. When you meet Athena, she is bright-eyed Athena. Odysseus is Brave Odysseus. If you are hearing, you can remember the characters easier and tell you something about them.
· *Homeric/epic simile: long, extended similes. Similes are poetic language. 
· *Formal rhetoric: long speeches. It makes it easier to tell b/c you stay in character longer. 
· Repetition: keep repeating themselves. It helps remind the listener about the character and to keep track of who’s who and who’s related to whom.
· Invoking the Muse: the beings that inspire. Different muse for different things; literature, music, etc. Asking the Muse to inspire is invoking the Muse.
· Epic: a long, narrative poem that captures the beliefs and values of the culture that tells it. The values of the Greeks: bravery, the use of one’s brain, and being faithful to one’s word.
Background to the Trojan War and The Odyssey:
· Helen – the most beautiful woman on earth and b/c of that lot of people wanted to marry her. 
· 3 notable people: Menelaus and his brother Agamemnon and Odysseus. All three were “wooing” Helen. They all owned islands. Make a deal: if one of them was lucky enough to win Helen, all three will fight to defend her.  Menelaus married Helen.
· King and Queen of Troy have a child named Paris. Find out one day from an Oracle that Paris is going to bring about the down fall of Troy. Parents don’t have to heart to kill him, give him to a shepherd to kill him. Takes him to a top of a hill, cannot kill him, raises him as his own.

· The gods are having a wedding celebration and everyone is invited except Eris, the goddess for discourse and chaos. She gets upset, so she creates chaos and crashes the party. All the gods are sitting at a table and she throws out a Golden Apple encrypted with “For the fairest”. Aphrodite – goddess of love, Athena – goddess of wisdom, and Hera – Zeus’s wife, the goddess of all goddesses, begin to fight over the apple. Look to Zeus for help, but they get none. None of the gods help, so they find a mortal, Paris tending to his sheep atop a hill. They ask him for help and bribe him. Athena offers him knowledge and wisdom, Hera offers him power, and Aphrodite offer him love. The apple is given to Aphrodite. Hera and Athena leave wanting revenge. Aphrodite lets Paris pick his love, Helen. Paris finds out about his past and goes back to mom and dad with Helen. Then the Trojan War begins. Helen becomes known as the face that launched a thousand ships and becomes the focal point of the war. 
The Trojan War
· The Trojan War lasts ten years.

· The walls of Troy are impenetrable.

· Achilles and Agamemnon vs. Paris and Hector 
· Achilles kills Hector, Achilles drags Hector behind his chariot

· The gods get revenge on Achilles; they kill with an arrow to the heel.

· Odysseus comes up with the Trojan horse

· All the Greeks burn the camps, the Trojans come to fight, they think everyone has left, take the Trojan horse back to their camp, get drunk and pass out, all the Greeks let themselves out and kill all the Trojans
Odysseus’ Return

· When Odysseus gets home, Athena gave him a disguise of an old man b/c if he had shown up as Odysseus – he would have been killed

· The disguise allows him to get in the palace, talk to Penelope, and arrange the “blood bath” at the end of the book

· By stringing the bow and arrow, he essentially wins Penelope back.
· Penelope and Odysseus’ bed is made from this tree

· When Odysseus comes back, Penelope is skeptical. She tests him by telling her maid to bring his bed out into the hall and Odysseus flips out and the Penelope knows that it is Odysseus. 
Character Sketches/Descriptions

 Aeolus- 


Aeolus is the God of Wind. Aeolus gives Odysseus a sack filled with wind to help him get home. Aeolus warns him not to open it because it will direct him in the opposite way. Odysseus tells his men not to open the sack, but they do and they are directed in the opposite direction of Ithaca.

Calypso- 


Odysseus lands on Calypso’s island after Poseidon punished him with a storm. She keeps him captive for the longest of the goddesses; she keeps him for nine years. Hermes tells Calypso that she should let go Odysseus go. Calypso at first refuses, but then lets him go. She gives him wood to build a raft and he leaves. Calypso is a goddess and she tempts Odysseus.
Charybdis-


Charybdis is a monster made of a whirl pool. Three times a day she flows up water and three times a day she sucks it down. Odysseus is warned to go around her and go through Scylla, who will eat six of his men and he will only lose six instead of the only crew.
Circe- 


When the crew opens the sack from Aeolus, they are directed on to Circe’s island. Circe is another goddess who tempts Odysseus. She turns all of his men into pigs using her magical drink. Odysseus receives help from Hermes, so he does not turn into a pig when he drinks her potion. Circe tells Odysseus that he must travel to Hades. He comes back to her after he visits Hades and she warns him of the Sirens. 

Polyphemous – 

Ployphemous is the Cyclops the Odysseus and his men blind. Ployphemous is one of the first adventures that the crew has. The crew finds themselves in his cave and when he comes in, he asks Odysseus what his name is and Odysseus replies “Nobody”. While Polyphemous is sleeping, the men craft a plan to blind him with a plank of wood. When they stick the wood in his eye, Ployphemous opens his cave and yells to his brothers “Nobody’s blinded me”, so they do not come to help him. Polyphemous is the son of Poseidon and makes him curse Odysseus.

Lotus Eaters-


Odysseus and his men land on the island of the Lotus Eaters. He sends a few men to find the creatures who live on the island. They are fed lotuses and forget to go back and go home. Odysseus must tear them from the lotus eaters and tie them to the ship. The crew leaves in a haste to prevent any more people forgetting the way home.
Scylla-

Scylla is a six headed monster that eats six of Odysseus’ men. Odysseus is warned to go through Scylla than go through Charybdis. 

Sirens-


Sirens are “enchanters of all mankind”. They sing beautiful songs to attract men onto their island and then kill them. Odysseus is warned by Circe to stay away from them.

Teiresias – 


Odysseus offered him rams blood so that he could talk with him. Teiresias tells him that he will make it home, but the gods will make it hard for him. He says that Odysseus keeps his mind on making it home, he will, but only after much suffering. 
Telemacus-


Telemacus is the son of Odysseus and Penelope. Odysseus left for the Trojan War on the day he was born. His father made Penelope promise that if Odysseus was not back before Telemacus had a beard, she was to find another husband. Once Telemacus is grown, he goes in search of his father because he has been gone for almost 20 years.  Penelope’s suitors try to kill Telemacus in order to become king. 
Penelope- 


Penelope is married to Odysseus. Odysseus makes her promise that if he has not returned by the time their son has a beard, she is to marry someone else. She stays true to her promise and when Telemacus starts growing a beard, many suitors come to the palace to court Penelope. She does not want to choose one because she knows that her husband is alive. When Odysseus returns, she tests him by telling her maid to put their bed, which is made from a tree, out in the hall. Odysseus hears this and gets mad; she automatically knows it’s him.
Athena- 


Athena is the god of wisdom. She is involved with the golden apple story. When she is not picked she seeks revenge upon the gods and does so with Odysseus. She guides him on his journey and gives advice to Penelope and Telemacus while he is gone. 
Helios-


Helios is the sun god. Helios tends a herd of cattle for Zeus.
Hermes-


Hermes helps Odysseus protect himself against Circe’s magic potion. He offers him a plant that wards off magic. He also warns Calypso about keeping Odysseus captive and tells her that she needs to let him go.
Poseidon-


Poseidon is the god of the water. He also is the father of Ployphemous. Poseidon puts the curse on Odysseus and his men. He wishes that they never get home and if they do manage to get home, that they arrive under a foreign sail and come home to chaos.

Zeus-



Zeus is the gods of all gods. Helios tends a herd of cattle for him and Odysseus kills some of his cattle. For punishment, Zeus throws down a lighting bolt that kills all his men and destroys his boat.

Odysseus-


Odysseus is the main character in The Odyssey. He fights in the Trojan War and is away from home for 20 years. He disrespects the gods and they make sure that it takes a long time for him to get home. He is married to Penelope and has a son, Telemacus. He makes her promise that is their son is grown before he returns, she is to marry again. When Odysseus returns home, he is disguised as an old beggar and completes the challenge that Penelope sets for her suitors. 

Paris-


Paris is the son of the King and Queen of Troy. They receive a warning from an oracle that their son will bring about the downfall of Troy. They send him to be killed by a shepherd. The shepherd cannot kill him, raises him as his own. Paris must choose between Athena, Aphrodite, and Hera during the golden apple. He chooses Aphrodite, who gives him the choice of anyone he would like to have as a wife. He chooses Helen.

Agamemnon- 


Agamemnon is the brother of Menelaus. He is also one of Helen’s courters, but Menelaus marries her. Agamemnon died in the Trojan War. 


Helen-


She is the most beautiful woman ever. Menelaus, Agamemnon, and Odysseus all wanted to marry her, but she chose Menelaus. She is nicknamed “The Face That Launched a Thousand Ships” because she was the cause of the Trojan War.
Achilles-



Achilles is the messenger to the gods. He has a golden heel and fights in the Trojan War. He kills the number one fighter on the Trojan side, Hector. Achilles is so proud of what he did that he drags Hector behind him in a chariot. Gods are angered by this so they kill Achilles with an arrow to his heel.
Hector-


Hector is the number one fighter on the Trojan side. He is killed by Achilles and dragged behind a chariot for several days.

Menelaus-


Menelaus is the brother of Agamemnon. He is also one of the guys that courts Helen. She ultimately ends up choosing him. Menelaus also helps Telemacus when he leaves Ithaca in search of Odysseus. 

Synopsis of Books X, XIX, and XXII

Book X – 


In this book, Odysseus and his men reach the island of Aeolus. He gives them a sack made from an ox, filled with wind that would keep Odysseus from home. After the crew opens the sack, they reach the island of the Laistrygones where some of his men are either killed or eaten. Then they come to Circe’s island. Circe has a magic potion that turns men into pigs. Hermes offers Odysseus protection against the potion. When Odysseus meets Circe, she seduces him and gives him advice on how to get home.

Book XIX-


Telemacus and Odysseus, dressed as a beggar, hide all the weapons from the suitors. Odysseus talks with Penelope and she tells him about her. After this interview, Penelope quickly addresses the suitors. Odysseus, still as an old beggar, pretends to have entertained Odysseus in Crete. He also says that Odysseus is nearing home. His maid recognizes his scar, but she is sworn to secrecy and Penelope proposes the contest that determines her new husband.
Book XXII-


In this book, Odysseus has once again become Odysseus and reveals himself to the suitors who tried to kill his son and steal his wife. Odysseus starts to kill all of the suitors. Melanthios gives weapons to the suitors, but they still are not able to fight back. Athena helps defeat them. The maids who were unfaithful are summoned to clean up the mess and disembowel Melanthios. 
Mythology and The Odyssey

Calypso-

The gods put Odysseus on her island to keep Poseidon from killing. Athena convinces the gods that Calypso loves Odysseus and will never let him go. They all agree that Poseidon cannot stand up to all of them, Zeus sends Hermes to Calypso and tells her that she must send Odysseus on his way again.

This helped me understand why Calypso was so angry when Hermes told her he had to leave. She loved him and never wanted him to go, but since he had a wife and an island to get back to, he had to leave. 

Circe-


In this story, Odysseus’ crew reaches Circe’s island. Some of the men go looking for other beings on the island and end up being turned into pigs with Circe’s magic potion. Odysseus goes to find his men and is offered protection against the potion by Hermes. When Odysseus reaches Circe’s palace, she offers him the potion and when he does not turn a pig, she falls in love with him. She is so smitten that she will do anything he asks of her. So when Odysseus asks for the way home, she tells him because she is so in love with him. 


This helped me clarify why Circe gave Odysseus advice to get home. I wondered why she did not just tell him a vague description of how to get home, instead of the detailed one she gave him. It makes sense now, because I know she was in love with him and would do anything asked of her by Odysseus.
