Things Fall Apart

Character Sketches

· Okonkwo (1 page)
· Ekwefi (1/3 page)
· Ezinma (1/3 page)
· Nwoye (1/3 page)
· Ikemefuna (1/3 page)
· Unoka (1/3 page)
· Oberika (1/3 page) 
Test:

· Multiple choice from the end of the book

· 2 essay questions – characteristics of tragic hero/tragedy and how does Okonkwo fit into the mold, second question will focus on Okonkwo’s final fate (last chapter)
Notes

· Achebe has been criticized for writing in English. 
· Many African writers have been influenced by Achebe

· Ibo did not have a king that ruled over them.

· Ndichie – leading citizens

· To ensure that no one in the villages gained to much wealth, men had to distribute excess wealth

· Umuada – daughters of the clan

· Umuada regulated markets and settled civic and marital disputes

· Women would publicly humiliate husbands that beat their wives

· Chi – person’s spiritual double linking them to their ancestors, the unborn, and to Chukwu

· Ani – goddess in charge of morality

· She controls the fertility of people, animals, and plants

· Serves as symbolic womb for the dead before they are reborn

· Ibo held Ani in high regard b/c they depended on her for their food.
· Agbala – Oracle of the Hills and Caves; voice or messenger of Ani

· Although he is male, he is very often associated with female earth

· He is served by a priestess
· Agbala’s pronouncements re unquestionable and must be carried out by the clan

· African oral tradition: folk tales, myths, riddles, and proverbs

· Imaginative, but also serve religious, social, and educational functions

· Use folk tales to instill clan’s morality in children

· Cowrie shells were used as money among Ibo and many other regions of Africa

· Chalk made of white clay is used in Ibo rituals; symbolizes peace

· Ibo custom to break kola nut with guest; chalk and kola symbolizes an intimacy between host and guest

· “talking drums” – musical instruments, but can reproduce rhythms and pitches of African language

· Yam and oil palm are most imp. Crop

· Palm-kernel oil is used in margarine

· Ozo – title of an Ibo man that had enough wealth and prestige warrant a voice in the community

· Idemili was the next title

· Mmo – spirit world, men were sworn in to this

· Egwugwu – group of men initiated into spiritual knowledge of clan

· Bride-price helped ensure a marriages stability
· Christian missionaries arrived in Nigeria in the 16th century

· Missionaries established schools and trained many African converts to teach and preach

· Things Fall Apart set near the beginning of the 20th century 
· From 1900 – 1920 was the British “pacification” of Nigeria
· Court messengers – kotma by Ibo

· British ruled Nigeria for less than 60 yrs

· From 1903-1960

· Rules of tribes were replaced by westernized rules

· After independence, regional politics based on tribal traditions

· Foo-foo: dough made from mashed yams

· Palm-wine: a sweet wine made from sap of raffia palm tree

· Kola nut: nut inside of a kola, which looks like a green grapefruit
Culture:


If someone from another country were to come to America and see our culture they might think the way that we are so caught up with the way we look that we have to a special doctor to fix what we don’t like about ourselves is strange. Or the might think the way we obsess over how much money every body and how much money every body spends is wrong. They might think the way we like to read the bad things that happen in a celebrity’s life and enjoy it is also wrong. Also, they might think the way we care so much about some famous person that we don’t even know is weird. They might think the way we don’t spend time with our families at home, eating dinner, but instead go out to eat in a dirty and gross restaurant (i.e. McDonalds) and eat food that is really unhealthy for you is strange. 
The corner stones of our culture basically come from how we were formed as a country. The more money you have, the more power you have. The more and more money you make, the more and more power you have over this country.
WB Yeats
· Every 500 years something big would happen that would change the world forever

· The Second Coming

Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;


Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere

The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all convictions, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity

Surely some revelation is at hand;

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out

When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands if the desert

A shape with lion body and head of a man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.

The darkness drops again; but now I know

That twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,

And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,

Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?
· Hubris – excessive pride

· Recognition is knowing and admitting that the character has done something wrong. Conscience is not admitting that the character has done something wrong, but feeling guilty. 
Okonkwo as the “falconer”


I think Achebe only chose to put the first 4 lines of “The Second Coming” because in the novel, everything starts to slip away from Okonkwo once he is exiled from the clan, much like the falcon keeps slipping away from the falconer. In the poem, Yeats writes that the falcon keeps going up and up and cannot here the falconer call it. In Things Fall Apart, things keep slipping farther and farther away from Okonkwo, so much so that he cannot pull them back to him. In order to keep things from falling apart, the falconer (Okonkwo) must take control of himself (using his head instead of his hand), he must take into consideration feelings and emotions for others, and think about other people rather than himself and think about what they want and what they need (i.e. Nwoye)

Character Sketches

Obierika- 


In the novel, Things Fall Apart, Obierika is Okonkwo’s FOIL. Obierika is very patient unlike Okonkwo. Obierika is very laid back and does not take things as seriously as Okonkwo does. Obierika also shows more emotion that Okonkwo, for example, when the men of the tribe take Ikemefuna to be killed, Obierika does not go with them. Obierika, unlike Okonkwo, is a man of thought. He thinks thing through before he does them. Okonkwo is a man of action and only thinks about things after he does them. Obierika has more feeling for the people and things around him. For example, on page 69, Obierika tells Okonkwo that he wishes that he had not taken the ozo title so that he would not have to kill the palm trees for palm wine. 
Okonkwo-


Okonkwo is a very strong character in this novel. Okonkwo refuses to be like his father because his father was very soft and not successful at all. His father was basically a bum. Since Okonkwo refuses to be like his father, he likes to fight in many wars and be victorious. He also has many wives, who he orders around and beats. Since Okonkwo does not want to become soft or weak, Okonkwo shows almost no emotion. The only time he really starts showing emotion is when he has to kill Ikemefuna, the boy who became like a son to him. Okonkwo has one son, that the reader knows of, Nwoye. Nwoye is not the son that Okonkwo would like him to be. Okonkwo also has a daughter Ezinma, who he wishes was a boy because she listens to him, obeys him, and works very hard. Okonkwo is very proud of everything he has accomplished. This is okay, but his pride tends to get in the way of his thinking ability and tends to make him do stupid things.
Ekwefi – 


 Ekwefi is one of Okonkwo’s wives. She is the mother of Ezinma, Okonkwo’s favorite child. Before Ezinma, Ekwefi had a series of children that did not live. In the Ibo culture, these were called ogbanje. These were children that were born and reborn to the same mother and could only be saved if their iyi-uwa is found. Ekwefi is very hard working and respects Okonkwo very much.

Ezinma​-

Ezinma is Ekwefi’s daughter and Okonkwo’s favorite. She is believed to be, by the Ibo people, an ogbanje, a child that is born and reborn to the same mother. She is Okonkwo’s favorite daughter because she works like a boy. Okonkwo wishes that she were a boy instead of a girl. Ezinma is taken from the compound by Chielo, a messenger of Agbala. Okonkwo and Ekwefi both follow her, but they only end up back at the compound.
Nwoye- 

Nwoye is Okonkwo’s only son. Okonkwo wishes that he had a better son because Nwoye is just like Okonkwo’s father. Nwoye is soft, weak, and emotional, very unlike Okonkwo. When the missionaries come to town, Nwoye is very mesmerized by them. Nwoye actually converts to Christianity. Once Okonkwo finds out about this, he immediately disowns him.
Ikemefuna-


Ikemefuna is exiled from his own village and comes to live with Okonkwo and his family. Ikemefuna automatically becomes like a son to Okonkwo and a brother to Nwoye. Okonkwo wishes that Nwoye was more like Ikemefuna, stronger and smarter. Unfortunately, Ikemefuna is ordered to be killed and Okonkwo has to do it. Okonkwo does not want to and is advised against it but he does it anyway. This is the first time that Okonkwo actually shows emotion towards anything or anyone. 
Unoka-

Unoka is Okonkwo’s father. Okonkwo focuses his entire life to being the exact opposite of his father. His father was in very heavy debt, was not successful, and was weak. Okonkwo and his father are the exact opposite. One of the reasons that Okonkwo dislikes Nwoye is that Nwoye is like Unoka, without the heavy debt. Nwoye shows emotion and is weak. 
�Reference to biblical second coming of the Savior


�The falcon keeps flying up and up and cannot hear its keeper and flies away.
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