· Character Sketches:
Gene (one page)

Finny (one page)

Leper (half page)

Quackenbush (1/3 page)

Brinker (1/3 page)

· 2/3 of a page should be about how Gene and Finny are kind of the same person
· Final:

This story is a model Eden – essay question; 3 paragraph answer: what is it like before visit to the tree, what happens after, and what is it like after
The school starts off as an Eden, go to the tree; Finny gets hurt at the tree and from that moment on, Eden is lost

Major part of the final is how the school is like an Eden; talk about the tree of knowledge, and about how Eden is lost after the tree of knowledge.

Setting:


The story takes place in the summer of 1941. The middle of World War II. Gene, Finny, and their friends are all at Devon School, which is a private boarding school for boys only. The setting impacts the story because all the boys are around 16 years old and when boys turn 16, they start training to be drafted into the Army for the war. They are all eager to be drafted. Devon is very isolated in New England. It creates a separate peace. Being that this is a private boarding school – their family life becomes secondary. Also, there are no girls, so love is not a distraction for them. The guys act differently because there are no girls.  Devon is so small that you are with the same people all the time. They become closer than brothers. If you are an unpopular student, you can’t hide because the school is very small. 
Close Textural Analysis:
Everything feels different. The author says that it feels like things have been ‘glossed over’ and ‘preserved’. This gives Gene the feeling as if everything is different because the war is over. The school looked like a museum. That’s what it was to him, but did not want it to be. He didn’t want it to be a museum because museums preserve history and the history that the school was preserving was a bad history for Gene that he did not want to be preserved. Before everything felt stricter, things were ‘sedate’, ‘perpendicular’, and ‘strait-laced’. Before when he was a student there he lived in fear, but now that he has gone back he realizes Devon is not that scary of a place. Even the trees look different. Gene describes them as ‘stripped’ and ‘moaning’. The houses have a different look about them too. They look more elegant and lifeless than before. The houses near the school look ‘defensive’ and once they start to look ‘exhausted’, the narrator realized he is in the school.   Gene has a reoccurring feeling of isolation. He feels as if everything around him is reaching away from him or deserted. When he goes back, he thinks the school looks “oddly newer” than when he was a student. That’s because a horrible time in his life happened here and the memory of the school had grown old in his mind.  The air, he feels too, has been preserved. “Preserved along with it, like stale air in an unopened room”, the ‘stale air’ is his memories and now that he is back, he realizes that everything he tried to forget was only kept in the back of his mind this whole time. It seems that the weather does not even want Gene to go back to the tree. The wind blows hard against him and the mud clings to his shoes.
Can we as human beings ever be TRULY happy for another person’s success?

Yes and no. If the person has succeeded in a way that you would like to succeed then you might be slightly envious of them, but if they succeed in any other way, shape, or form then you would like to, then you can be truly happy for them because they will not be stepping on your toes if you finally reach their level. Like if, the person succeeded in money and you wished to have the same kind of success that they have, you cannot be happy because you wish to have the same thing, but if they succeeded in business and you wish not to succeed in business, you can be truly happy for them because you want to succeed in a different way.  
Symbolism Involved in Finny’s Death:

Finny’s death occurs at the end of the novel after he has had a surgery for his broken leg. He breaks his leg when Gene makes him lose his balance in the tree which causes him to fall out and hit the bank. Right before he died, some of the boys at school held a “trial” in order for Finny to see what had really happened when he fell. Finny does not want to believe that his best friend made him fall out of the tree, but he soon does. When he realizes this he storms out onto the stairs and falls down them. He then goes in for his surgery in which the doctor was setting the bone. Finny’s death is caused by some bone marrow that gets lose in his body and goes to his heart. A person’s bone marrow is the essence of the bone. That is the deepest part of a person that you could possibly have. When the bone marrow, the deepest part of a person, gets lose in Finny’s body, he essentially dies of a broken heart. 
When Finny finally comes to realize that his best friend made him fall out of the tree, that feeling goes straight to the deepest part of him, his bone marrow. When he breaks his leg the first time, he really has nothing to live for anymore because he cannot play sports or do anything of the things he used to do.  When he breaks his leg the second time, he figures what does he have to live for.
Reasons why Gene and Finny are the same person:
Gene and Finny is essentially the same person after Finny’s first broken leg. When Finny is missing from school, Gene puts on Finny’s pink shirt and wears the school tie as a belt, just like Finny would have. At Finny’s funeral, Gene does not cry because he feels as though he is at his own funeral and you do not cry at your own funeral. 

Finny brings out the best in Gene. Without him, Gene is an up-tight, strait-laced person and with him, Gene is very outgoing and free-spirited. Finny only wanted the best for his best friend, Gene. In fact, since Finny was not going to be able to attend the Olympics, he decided he would train Gene for the Olympics. Finny never tried to better at sports than Gene, it just kind of came to him. Just like with Gene. Gene never tried to be better at school than Finny, it just sort of happened. 
Living in such small quarters with same people every day, you become a family and in some cases, more than family. This is what happened with Gene and Finny. They were like brothers, but much, much more. Living and seeing the same people every day, at every meal, when you get ready for bed and when you wake up in the morning for four years can turn you both into the same person. Gene and Finny saw each other when they woke up in the morning, had meals together, and brushed their teeth together. That turned the both of them into the same person.
Character Sketches:

Gene Forrester, in the beginning of the novel, is a man in his thirties who goes back to his old school in order to relive old, bad memories. As a young boy during World War II, Gene attends Devon, an all boy’s boarding school in New England. Gene is an excellent student, good athlete, and all around good guy. He has many friends, and one very good one at that, Phineas. During the Summer Session at Devon, the boys find joy by jumping out of a tree that the Army uses to train their soldiers. They join together to create the Super Suicide Society of the Summer Session. Once school starts, Gene becomes very interested in his studies, as all students should. Finny, however, cannot let go of the summer and continues not studying, and interrupting Gene’s studying. Gene feels as if Finny is trying to bring Gene’s grades down by interrupting him so. Although this is not true, Gene gets so upset at Finny, he ends up pushing him out of the tree. Gene does this in order to make sure Finny is not able to perform in sports as he used to. Finny never wanted to hurt Gene’s grades or anything else, he just wanted the best for Gene. Later in the novel, Brinker and some of the other boys hold a trial in order for Finny to see who really pushed him out of the tree. Gene realizes what they are trying to do and tries to cover it up so that his best friend is not mad at him. Finny ends up finding out and just like Gene predicted, he is mad. Finny, on the way out from the trial, falls down the stairs and breaks his leg. Gene goes to his hospital room to apologize, Finny accepts. A few days later, Gene finds out that his best friend and ultimately, his brother, has died in his surgery. At Phineas’ funeral, Gene does not cry because he feels as if he and Finny had become the same person through all of those years at Devon together. Living with someone that close can turn you two into the same person.
Phineas is Gene Forrester’s best friend. Phineas is the top athlete at Devon and is well-liked by all of the boys there. Unlike his best friend, Finny is not the great of a student. Instead of getting straight A’s, he gets straight D’s. Finny was never trying to ruin Gene’s good grades or even trying to be better than him in school. When Finny is forced out of the tree by Gene, Finny’s life is turned upside down. He cannot play sports any more and, for a period of time, he cannot even attend school. He must stumble around on crutches and have help doing simple things like taking a shower. Finny does not realize that his best friend forced him out of that tree and caused him the great pain of not being able to live his normal life. Finny does not believe in the war. He believes that it’s just a big lie and America is going along with it. Since he believes this, he does not wish to enlist. At one point in time, Gene evens decides to enlist, but quickly changes his mind when he sees how hurt Finny is. Finny does not only not want to enlist; he is not physically able to. No branch of the U.S. Military will take an injured soldier. When the boys hold the trial, Finny still believes that he simply lost his balance. As the story unravels, Finny quickly become aware of the fact that it was Gene and not himself. Even though Finny is injured, he leaves the room quickly. In fact he leaves too quickly because he ends up falling down the marble floor and, once again, breaking his leg. This time, the break is a clean one and only needs a small operation to set the bone. Although the operation is routine, some of Finny’s bone marrow gets lose in his blood stream, going to his heart and killing him instantly. 
Elwin “Leper” Lepellier is one of Gene’s good friends. He is one of the shyer boys at Devon. He spends lots of time by himself; collecting snails or studying the beaver dam near the school. Leper is described as a frail-looking young man. He does not have many friends; Gene is one of the better ones. Leper gets teased some, but Gene is always there to stop it and make him feel better. When the United States Army comes to Devon recruiting young men for the U.S. Ski Troops, Leper is very enthusiastic. Gene says that most of the time people tune him out because he is talking about something useless. Up until this point, Brinker was the only one serious about enlisting in the Army, but now that Leper knows that you can join a branch of the Army that will make you ski, he is the only one serious enough to enlist. Leper ends up being the only one actually enlisting and going off to Europe to help in the war. During the Winter Carnival, Gene receives a disturbing telegram from Leper telling him that he has escaped and needs Gene’s help. When Gene goes to help Leper, he finds that Leper has slightly lost his sanity. Gene feels as if it was the war that made Leper lose his sanity. Leper sees things that are not there and when he tries to get other people to see, they give him crazy looks, which make him even crazier. 
Cliff Quackenbush is the campus bully at Devon.  He is also on Devon’s rowing team. Gene happens to be the assistant senior crew manager of the rowing team. One very important incident happens at the Crew House. One day Gene is late to the Crew House and Quackenbush gets angry with him, as is his nature. Quackenbush asks Gene if he ever rowed and it turns out that Gene never has. Quackenbush continues to tell Gene that he rowed for several years and that he thinks it’s too late for Gene to be starting to manage teams. Gene feels as if he is being told who he is and what to do and does not like that, so he punches Quackenbush in the face. Both of the boys get into this fight and end up in the river.   
Brinker Hadley is one of Gene’s friends and Leper’s roommate. Leper and Brinker are entirely different. Leper collects snails while Brinker is slightly a business man.  Brinker is the one boy who holds the mock trial. With help from his friends, he shows that Gene did really force Finny out of the tree. Brinker is also one of the many boys who decides he will enlist in the Army, but never does. Brinker, like Quackenbush, is a bully towards kids like Leper. Brinker is a very straight guy: straight eyebrows, straight mouth, straight everything. He is very interested in politics. 
