READING QUESTIONS: A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

  As you read A Tale of Two cities, be sure to answer these questions. You'll find them helpful to the purpose and the understanding of the novel. Please respond in complete sentences.  

Book Two

1. What is Tellson's Bank being compared to?

~These two steps down is like going into a very dark place. A crypt or hell He does this on purpose, as an old dead place. It is not very appealing..

  

2.      What is significant about descending "two steps" to go into Tellson's?

~It shows that it was easy to fall into the bank and become trapped.

  

3.   What does "putting to death was a recipe much in vogue" mean?

~It means that an occurring death would be noticeable or suspicious even though it was common in those days.

  

4.   What types of crimes In England were given death?

~People who commit forgery, bad notes, unlawful letter opening, holder of a horse at Tellson’s, a coiner, and even the sounders of ¾ of the notes in a whole crime.

  

5.        Describe Mr. Cruncher and his son. 

~Mr. Cruncher is described as an “odd-job-man, an occasional porter and messenger.” His son is described as “a grisly urchin of twelve,” who is his dad’s “express image.”

  

6.       Why does Mr. Cruncher get upset with his wife?

  ~He accuses his wife of praying against him, and at that becomes angry.

  

7.       What clues are you given that he secretly digs up the dead at night?

  ~Clues such as clay on his shoes every morning, iron rust on his fingers (possibly from a shovel), and coming home a quarter before nine, give way.

  

  

  

BOOK TWO, CHAPTER TWO

  

8.       What punishment(s) will be given to the traitorous prisoner? 

~The traitorous prisoner will be hanged at his punishment because that is what happened in those days.  

  

9.       What is above the prisoner's head to "throw the light down upon him?"

 ~A mirror is being hung above the prisoner’s head. 

  

10.     Who are the two witnesses in the court brought to speak against the witness?

  ~The two witnesses are Mr. Cruncher and King Louis XVI (France).

  

  

  

BOOK TWO, CHAPTER THREE 

1.         What metaphor does Dickens use to describe the people in the court? 

  ~Dickens’ describes the people of the court as “most honorable Privy Council.”

  

2.       What has Mr. Darnay done, according to the judge?

  ~The judge accuses Darnay of passing English secrets to the French.

  

3.       What slanderous comments does Lucy say against Darnay? 

  ~She does not say anything slanderous, she just argues for his case and attempts to free him from the charges that were pressed.

  

4.       Who notices that Lucy feels ill?
  ~Mr. Carton notices that Lucy feels ill.

  

5.       Who is "recalled to life?"

  ~Charles Darnay is “recalled to life.”

  

6.       Why is the chapter entitled "A Disappointment?”

  ~The court believed they had Darnay trapped, but he got away with it anyhow.

  

 

 

 BOOK TWO, CHAPTER FOUR 
  1.            How does Dr. Manette look at Darnay after the trial?

  ~Dr. Manette looks at Darnay with disgust and fear…he gets a sick feeling just trying to look at him.

2.            Who is "The Golden Thread?" 

  ~Lucie Manette, daughter of Dr. Manette, is the “Golden Thread.”

3.       Why does Mr. Lorry get upset with Mr. Carton?

~Mr. Lorry thinks that Mr. Carton thinks lowly of him.

4.        How does Sidney Carton feel about Darnay?

  ~Mr. Carton hates him, he is envious of his relationship with Lucie.

  

5.              To whom do both men toast?

  ~They toast to Mr. Manette.

6.        How does Carton finish his evening?

  ~Carton drinks too much wine and passes out.

BOOK TWO, CHAPTER FIVE 

1.        Who is the Lion? 

~The Lion is Mr. Stryver.

2.       Who is the jackal?

~The Jackal Is Sydney Carton.

3.            Who do you learn was the genius behind saving Darnay?

~It was Carton the entire time, but no one would have suspected it.  

4.       What does Carton call Lucy? (Golden- Haired Doll)*

  

5.         Write the 3-4 BEST sentences of Dickens' that describe the tragedy of Carton's   

          unfulfilled life. 

~Sydney Carton, idlest and most unpromising of men, was Stryver's great ally. What the two drank together, between Hilary Term and Michaelmas, might have floated a king's ship. Stryver never had a case in hand, anywhere, but Carton was there, with his hands in his pockets, staring at the ceiling of the court; they went the same Circuit, and even there they prolonged their usual orgies late into the night, and Carton was rumoured to be seen at broad day, going home stealthily and unsteadily to his lodgings, like a dissipated cat. At last, it began to get about, among such as were interested in the matter, that although Sydney Carton would never be a lion, he was an amazingly good jackal, and that he rendered suit and service to Stryver in that humble capacity.

  
    
 BOOK TWO, CHAPTER SIX 

  

1.      Where does Mr. Lorry go for refuge on Sundays?

~Mr. Lorry walks to Soho, or Mr. Manette’s house early in the afternoon.

2.       Mr. Lorry tells Miss Pross he is worried about Dr. Manette. Why is he worried?

~He is worried because he thinks that he keeps everything to himself, and in his room he keeps shoe making equipment.

3.       What does Darnay say that physically upsets the doctor?

~Darnay calls him the “Mad-Doctor.”

4.            Who is the visitor that comes after Darnay?

~Mr. Carton is the next visitor.

5.       What is this strangely mood/ visitor's prediction about this group?

  ~The strangely mood/prediction about this group is that they will end up in France in the revolution with the marchers.

