Romeo and Juliet

Shakespeare

· Most likely born on April 23, 1564 in Stratford
· Father -  John Shakespeare; merchant and town officer

· Mother – Mary Arden; daughter of wealthy landowner

· Shakespeare is believed to have attended grammar school

· Married Anne Hathaway

· Three children – Susanna, Judith and Hamnet. Judith and Hamnet were twins; Hamnet died when he was 11

· Period between the birth of the twins and his first playwright – “the lost years”

· Wrote first plays in 1590’s, most were comedies. Romeo and Juliet was his first tragedy
· Died in April 1616

Shakespeare’s theater

· Shakespeare was an actor in his own theater
· Groundlings payed very little money to see the show. They were not given a seat, they had to stand on the ground in front of the stage. They were the common people, very uneducated. They were their for action and comedy 
· The people who did pay money were educated. They were their for poetry, drama, tragedy. They understood Shakespeare. 
· Many theaters were not permanent until the late 1570’s
· The Globe Theater was a theater that was one of the first permanent theaters built. It was three stories high with eight sides, an open area in the center and a stage at one end. It could hold two thousand spectators

· Many trapdoors in the stage which allowed ghosts, bodies, and heavy furniture to be lifted onto stage

· There was a smaller inner stage

· There was also a balcony above the inner stage. This could be used for a tower, hill, or a balcony

· Performances were held in the afternoon. Plays began at 2:00 and they had no intermission
· Young boys played female characters. It was an all-male group.
Early Drama:
· Early drama dates back to 600 BC

· It was really simply people onstage performing

· If you went and saw a play, you really saw a chorus

· A chorus was just a group of men, all dressed the same, singing together

· The first real actor was Thespis

· Thespis was writing plays and he said “well why not just have one person in a part, interacting with the chorus?”

· Next level went to two people, then three people, and so on

· Chorus became the “voice of the people”

· They delivered information that the people needed to know

· Shakespeare incorporates a chorus

Shakespeare’s Style:

· Pun:

· A word that has a multiple meaning

· Double Entendre

· A phrase that has multiple meanings. The second meaning is almost always sexual in nature

· For the groundlings

· Extended metaphors

· A series of metaphors that all deal in the same subject

· Find 4 puns

· Find 4 double entendres

· Find 3 extended metaphors (only refer, don’t copy/paste)

- Poetry


- Blank Verse



- Do not rhyme, but follow a rhythmic pattern




- Iambic Pentameter




- Iam – series of two syllables 





- First syllable is not stressed (u)





- Second syllable is stressed (/)




- 10 syllables

- Sonnet


- Shakespearean sonnets follow a very specific pattern


- It will have 14 lines


- It is written in iambic pentameter


- ABAB CDCD EFEF GG


- Last two lines are a couplet


- Thematically

- Traditionally in a Shakespearean sonnet, the first 8 lines establish a problem, question, or concern

- The next four lines attempt to resolve to answer that problem, question, or concern



- The last two lines add a final commentary

· Aside – a moment when something is said that is either directed toward the audience or to a specific group of people. 

· Soliloquy – have a character on stage alone delivering a long speech

Element Of Tragedy

· Aristotle wrote a book where he defined the boundaries of tragedy

· Aristotle said that a person had to fall from a high position; they had to come from a high rank in society. They have a lot to lose
· The person has to have integrity, promise, and/or strength of character. 
· The character must have a conscience 

· The character has choices to make, cannot be a victim of fate

· The character has recognition. They recognize that they have done something wrong. The recognition is always realized too late. 

· *Not Aristotle – in Shakespeare, tragedies always end in death. 

· The tragic hero has a tragic flaw – tragic flaw is NOT an action, a tragic flaw is an personality flaw that will continually get the character in trouble

· Pathos is the emotional bond created b/w audience and character
· Catharsis happens in the audience. 

· Catharsis means purging, by watching a tragedy we purge our emotions
· 3 uses of various imagery 
· Light and darkness

· Flower imagery

· Bird imagery
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Analysis of Act 2, Scene 2:


When Romeo first meets Juliet he uses an extended metaphor referring to saints and sins to describe her beauty. In this scene he once again makes a slight reference to saints, Romeo calls her “dear saint” as he is standing beneath her balcony. Juliet warns Romeo that if he is caught he will be killed and Romeo says “I have night’s cloak to hide me from their eyes, And, but thou love me, let them find me here. My life better ended by their hate Than death proroguèd, wanting of thy love” Romeo says that the soldiers will not be able to find him because it is night and if they do, he says, it is better for him to die because of the soldiers than for him to die because of his love for Juliet. Romeo makes an extended metaphor to a ship. In line 84, Juliet asks Romeo how he found her balcony and Romeo says that he was prompted by love and love told him what to do and Romeo did it. Romeo says “I am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far As that vast shore washed with the farthest sea,  I should adventure for such merchandise” In that, he basically says that even though it is a great feat for him to get to her and see her, Romeo will do it anyway because he loves Juliet so much. Romeo starts to swear how much he loves her by the moon. Juliet stops him by saying that the moon is inconstant and always changes, so she offers him an alternative. She says that if he must swear than he must swear by God, himself according to Juliet. Juliet then says that it is all too sudden and they must slow down. She compares it to lighting for lighting is very sudden but then is gone in a flash. In line 147, Romeo says “Blessed in night, all this is but a dream, Too flattering sweet to be substantial” In this he basically says that this whole deal is too surreal. It’s too good to be real. Romeo says that it’s like a dream and that it is so much like a dream that it may not be real.  In line 190, Juliet says that it is almost morning and says that he must leave but go no further than a “wanton’s bird”, a bird attached to a string. Juliet wants Romeo to leave so that he does not get killed, but she does not want him to go any further away from her than a bird on a string would.
10 Famous Quotes

1. Sin from my lips? O trespass sweetly urged! 

Give me my sin again.

2. My only love sprung from my only hate! 

Too early seen unknown, and known too late! 

Prodigious birth of love it is to me 

That I mist love a loathed enemy.

3. What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 

By any other word would smell as sweet

4. Good night, good night. Parting is such sweet 

sorrow
5. O, I am Fortune’s fool!

6. Love goes toward love as schoolboys from their books, 

But love from love, toward school with heavy looks.

7. A plague o’ both your houses!

8. Wilt thou be gone? It is not yet near day. 

It was the nightingale, and not the lark, 

That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear.

9. Death, that hath sucked the honey of thy breath, 
Hath had no power yet upon thy beautyHath had no power yet upon tey hHoiahaish
10. For never was a story of more woe 

Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.

15 Analyzed Quotes

1. “Compare her face with some that I shall show, 

And I will make thee think thy swan a crow” – Benvolio says this when he 

Invites Romeo to go to the Capulet’s party with Mercutio and his self. In this he tells Romeo that is he comes to the party he will see women more beautiful than Rosaline. He says that if he goes all these other beautiful women will make Rosaline seem like an ugly bird.
2. “But he that hath steerage of my course, Direct my sail.” – Romeo says this before he attends the Capulet’s party. Basically he is saying that anything, anyone who is in charge of making sure that his life goes according to plan is to direct in the right path. He is saying that if something happens, it isn’t his fault because the being that directed him there is at fault.

3. “So soon forsaken? Young men’s love then lies Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes.” – Friar Lawrence says this to Romeo after Romeo tells him that he wants the Friar to marry him and Juliet. Friar Lawrence says that just because a young man says he is in love, he may only be in love with a woman’s beauty and not her heart. 
4. “who stand so much on the new form that they cannot sit at ease on the old bench”- Mercutio describes Tybalt as being too uptight. He says the Tybalt is to stiff and stuck – up to relax.  He says Tybalt sticks too much to the old-fashioned way of things and does not know how to have any fun. 

5. “Why followed not, when she said ‘Tybalt’s dead,’ ‘Thy father’ or ‘thy mother,’ nay, or both” – Juliet says this when she finds out that her cousin, Tybalt, has been killed by her new husband, Romeo. In this quote she is saying that she rather have her mother and her father killed than have Romeo banished. 
6. “I will not marry yet, and when I do I swear It shall be Romeo, whom you know I hate.” – Juliet tells her mother this after her mother tells her that she will be marrying Paris in a few days. Juliet basically says that she would rather marry her life-long enemy than marry Paris because she has married her life-long enemy already.

7. “I tell thee what: get thee to church o’ Thursday, Or never after look me in the face” – Capulet says this to Juliet when she tells him that she does not want to marry Paris. He says that she will marry Paris whether she likes it or not and if she does not, she can never see her father again.

8. “Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on, The dashing rocks thy seasick weary bark!” – Romeo says this before he kills himself with poison. In this quote, he refers back to what he said before about how there was some unknown being controlling his life. He says that now he is directing his ship and he is taking it where he wants to go. 
9. “But thankful even for hate that is meant love.” – Juliet says this to her father when he is yelling at her for not wanting to marry Paris. She says that her father should be thankful for what he has, even is he hates it. Juliet is talking about herself.

10. “O she doth teach the torches to burn bright! It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night, Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear…” – Romeo says this about Juliet. He compares her to a precious stone up against a dark background. He says that she is able to teach a torch how to burn. 
11. “O swear not by the moon, th’ inconstant moon, That monthly changes in her circle orb, Lest that thy love prove likewise variable.” – Juliet tells this to Romeo during the first balcony scene. She tells him that he should not swear by the moon because it always changes.
Puns

1. But let them measure us by what they will

We’ll measure them a measure and be gone.

2. You have dancing shoes 

With nimble soles. I have a soul of lead 

3. I am too sore enpiercèd with his shaft 

To soar with his light feathers
4. and so bound 

I cannot bound a pitch above dull woe
Extended Metaphor/Similes
· In Act I Scene III, Lady Capulet delivers an extended metaphor. She is talking about Paris. She compares him to a pen and the love between him and Juliet to an unfinished book.
· In Act I, Scene V, Romeo and Juliet deliver an extended metaphor. They describe the situation between them to religious things. They compare their lips to a pair of praying hands and kisses to sins.

· In Act V, Scene III, Romeo delivers an extended metaphor as he is breaking into Juliet’s crypt. He compares the crypt and the crypt door to a mouth and him and Juliet to food. 
Paradox
1. More light and light, more dark and dark our woes.

2. O serpent heart hid with a flow’ ring face!
3. O, happy dagger.

Double Entendres

1. Juliet: Feeling so the loss, 
I cannot choose but ever weep the friend.

Lady Capulet: Well, girl, thou weep’st not so much for his death

As that villain lives which slaughtered him.

2. Juliet: God pardon him. I do with all my heart,

And yet no man like he doth grieve my heart.

Lady Capulet: That is because the traitor murderer lives

3. Juliet: Ay, madam, from the reach of these my hands. 

Would none but I might venge my cousin’s death.

Lady Capulet: We will have vengeance for it, fear thou not.

Then weep no more. Ill send one in Mantua,

Where that same banished runagate doth live,

Shall give him such an unaccustomed dram

That he shall soon keep Tybalt company.

And then, I hope, thou wilt be satisfied.

4. Lady Capulet: We will have vengeance for it, fear thou not.

Then weep no more. Ill send one in Mantua,

Where that same banished runagate doth live,

Shall give him such an unaccustomed dram

That he shall soon keep Tybalt company.

And then, I hope, thou wilt be satisfied.

Juliet: Indeed, I never shall be satisfied

With Romeo till I behold him – dead -

Is my poor heart, so for a kinsman vexed.

Madam, if you could find out but a man

To bear a poison, I would temper it,

That Romeo should, upon receipt thereof,

Soon sleep in quiet. O, how my heart abhors

To hear him named and cannot come to him

To wreak the love I bore my cousin

Upon his body that hath slaughtered him.

Oxymoron

1. Dove-feathered raven, wolvish-ravening lamb!

2. Beautiful tyrant, fiend angelical!

3. A damnèd saint, an honorable villain.
Character Analysis
Benvolio:


Benvolio is Romeo’s cousin and friend. His name is very symbolic, the root “ben” means good. Benvolio is one of the better in the story. He never does anything to hurt anybody with the exception of making fun of Romeo for “being in love” with Rosaline. Benvolio never knows about the marriage between Romeo and Juliet.

Lord and Lady Montague:


Lord and Lady Montague are Romeo’s parents and arch-nemeses of Lord and Lady Capulet, Juliet’s parents. They are not really in the play all that much except for the beginning and the end, when Lady Montague dies of depression. He is involved in a feud between his family, the Montague’s and the Capulet’s.
Lord Capulet:


Lord Capulet is Juliet’s father. He hosts the party at which Romeo firsts sees and meets Juliet, who is Lord Capulet’s daughter. Lord Capulet a marriage between Juliet and the County Paris without knowing that his daughter is already married to his arch-nemesis’s son, Romeo. When Juliet tells him that she does not want to marry Paris, he flips out. Lord Capulet is also involved in the feud between the Montague’s and his family.
Lady Capulet:


Lady Capulet is Juliet’s mother. She does not really know her daughter because Juliet was mainly raised by her Nurse. Lady Capulet is the one to tell Juliet that she will be marrying Paris and is also the one that stops Lord Capulet from almost killing Juliet. Lady Capulet has no idea about the marriage between her daughter and Romeo.

Friar Lawrence:


Friar Lawrence is one of the few people that actually knows about Romeo and Juliet being married. Friar Lawrence is to Romeo as is the Nurse to Juliet. Friar Lawrence also tries to help get Romeo and Juliet back together when Romeo is banished. Friar Lawrence is one of the last persons to see Juliet alive. Friar Lawrence sets up the plan that basically back fires when Romeo is banished and Juliet is supposed to marry Paris. He gives the potion that makes Juliet look dead to Juliet and sends the letters Romeo, but he never gets them. He is also the one who tries to stop the feud by marrying Romeo and Juliet.

Mercutio:


Mercutio is also one of Romeo’s friends. Mercutio is also related to the Prince of Verona. Mercutio’s name, just like Benvolio, is symbolic. Mercutio is the one who normally makes all the jokes, mainly at Romeo’s expense especially at the beginning. Mercutio gets killed by Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, in a street fight between the Montague’s and Capulet’s. At the point where Mercutio gets killed is where the play turns from happy and wonderful to very sad and depressing.
Prince: 


Prince is the Prince of Verona. He tries to stop the street fights and the feud all together between the Montague’s and Capulet’s by yelling at them. He regrets not having done more at the end of the play when Juliet and Romeo are found dead. In most productions, the Prince also plays the part of the chorus who reveals to us, in the beginning, that the two lovers will end up dead.

Tybalt:

Tybalt is Juliet’s “fiery cousin”. He is the one who firsts notices the Montague boys at his uncle’s party and immediately wants to fight them. Benvolio is Tybalt’s FOIL. Tybalt is also the one who kills Mercutio in the street fight. Romeo, who was Tybalt’s cousin for a period of one hour, kills him after Tybalt kills Mercutio.
Nurse:

Nurse is also one of the few people that knows about Juliet and Romeo’s marriage. Nurse is to Juliet as is Friar Lawrence is to Romeo. Nurse basically raised Juliet and her mother did not do much. Nurse is, once again, one of the last people to see Juliet alive. Nurse is also the one who tells Juliet that she should marry Paris because Romeo is miles away.

Romeo:


Romeo is the son of Lady and Lord Montague and the cousin of Benvolio. Romeo is about 17. The audience meets him in the very beginning of the play as Mercutio and Benvolio are picking on him. Romeo does not take the time to think things through all that well. He thinks too fast, if he thinks at all. In the beginning of the play, Romeo is “in love” with Rosaline who is somehow, someway related to Juliet. When he goes to the Capulet party, he expects to see Rosaline and ends up meeting Juliet. When he goes to her balcony, he falls in love with her and automatically wants to marry him. Romeo is slightly crazy at times. Not only does he think to fast, he wants everything in his life to move quickly (i.e. the poison). He is also very love-sick, no matter who he is in love with, he is always love-sick. He is banished from Verona after killing Tybalt, who killed Mercutio underneath Romeo’s arm. While he is in Mantua, Friar Lawrence and Juliet devise a plan to reunite Romeo and his lover, but unfortunately the plan back fires and does not go according to plan. Romeo then goes to the Apothecary and asks for a fast-acting poison. When he reaches Juliet’s tomb, he kills Paris who did absolutely nothing. 
Juliet:


Juliet is the daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet and the cousin of Tybalt. She is only 13. The audience finally meets her at her father’s party, when Romeo first sees her. When Romeo meets her by her balcony, she thinks she is all alone and confesses to the sky (and Romeo) that she loves him after that first meeting. As soon as Romeo hears this, he decides to marry her. When Juliet finds out that Tybalt is dead, she is upset. She is even more upset when she finds out that the only person she has ever loved killed her beloved cousin. At first she believes that Romeo did is on purpose and calls him all kinds of names, but then realizes that she loves him and forgives him. When Juliet finds out that she is to be married to Paris, she begs her father so that she will not have to marry him. Her father almost beats her because of this. She then runs to the Friar for help. He gives her a sleeping potion and devises a plan to get Romeo and Juliet back together again. Juliet is smart girl, but when she falls in love with Romeo, she loses her common sense. She repeatedly threatens to kill herself when Romeo and her are separated.
