Tale of Two Cities Theme Organizer 

1. Resurrection: Dr. Manette is an example of resurrection because he made himself great when he was so out of it. Sydney Carton was also a drunk and had no purpose but at the end of the book, he developed a purpose and helped someone. Jerry Cruncher is the “resurrection man”. And the spilling of the wine outside of Defarge’s shop which symbolizes the blood spilled by the revolution. 

2. The evil within humanity: Charles Darnay did not do anything to participate in the revolution but just because of his family history and that they raped Mrs. Defarge’s sister, Mrs. Defarge wants revenge on him. 

3. Karma: If you live a violent life, then you will end violently. If you act violent, then you will die violently. 

4. Death: Carton takes Darnay’s place and dies instead of him. Mrs. Defarge dies as she is fighting with Ms. Pross. 

5. Alienation/Imprisonment: Darnay, who was hurt by the monarchy, was imprisoned and his son-in-law was also imprisoned. 

6. Self Sacrifice for love: Sydney Carton was in love with Lucie and changed for her. He was a drunk but changed his habits for her because he loved her. Ms. Pross because she fights off Defarge to protect Lucie. 

7. Revolution (Personal and Public): Revolution itself accomplishes nothing but violence, corruption and makes things worse. 

8. The Role of Women: (Madonna or Magdalenes): Mrs. Defarge is a very important role in the revolution and is one of the most violent. Lucie plays the role of the perfect, beautiful, kind and caring women. 

