Interview

Topic: Brutus’ feelings after he killed Caesar

Reason: The trial of the conspirators.

Interviewer: We have Marcus Brutus here with us. Welcome, Brutus.

Brutus: Thank you, it’s a pleasure to be here.

Interviewer: Now there have been some speculations about the murder of Julius Caesar. People have been saying that you and the conspirators did it out of mere hatred for Caesar. What do you have to say about that?

Brutus: Well, people can say what they want about why we did it. But I did it for patriotism for Rome. 

Interviewer: Now when you say ‘patriotism for Rome’, what do you mean exactly?

Brutus: Well, I’m a very loyal man and I would do anything for my country, even kill Caesar. I did it so that the Plebeians would not have to live in fear and so that they could live good lives.

Interviewer:  Now did you tell the people of Rome why you killed Caesar?

Brutus: Yes, I did.

Interviewer: Do you think that that was the right thing to tell them?

Brutus: Yes, I do.

Interviewer: Why? Why do you think that that was the right thing?

Brutus: Well…I told the people what I thought was right. I told them the truth. 

Interviewer: Okay, well, we are here to get your thoughts on the murder of Caesar. Could tell us how you felt before it happened?

Brutus: Sure, well, at first I didn’t want to kill him, but Cassius convinced me.

Interviewer: How did Cassius convince you?

Brutus: Well, he told me that Caesar was a weak man and wouldn’t be able to hold such a position as king. I thought that if Caesar were a weak man, then he would make weak decisions. And those weak decisions would hurt Rome. But even after Cassius convinced me, I still felt bad about it.

Interviewer: Tell me about that.

Brutus: Well, I was waking up in the middle of the night and wasn’t able to go back to sleep. I was still thinking about whether or not killing Caesar was the right thing or not. 

Interviewer: And what was your final decision?

Brutus: Well, in the end, I decided that Caesar had to be killed for the sake of the people. 

Interviewer: So, ultimately, you decided to kill Caesar. And after you killed him, how did you feel?

Brutus: Well, immediately after I killed him, I felt as if I had done the Romans a favor. I felt that Caesar should honor us and that we should honor him. I had of the men bathe in Caesar’s blood to show respect for him.

Interviewer: So even after you killed Caesar, you still honored him? Even after you decided that he should be killed for the sake of the people, you still showed him honor?

Brutus: Yes, even though he wasn’t a good leader, he still had honor. And the men bathing in his blood showed his honor respect.

Interviewer: Now, Marc Antony was Caesar’s best friend and right hand man. What did you decided should be done about Marc Antony?

Brutus: Well, the men wanted to kill Antony, but I helped them decide not to. I told the men that without Caesar, Antony could do nothing. Antony is nothing without Caesar.

Interviewer: You allowed Antony to speak at Caesar’s funeral. Why did you do that?

Brutus: Yes, I did allow Antony to speak at Caesar’s funeral because I felt that Antony could be trusted and that he should honor his best friend by speaking at his funeral.

Interviewer: You thought Antony could be trusted? Why is that?

Brutus: Well, I believe that any man can be trusted. I tend to look for the good in people. Sometimes, that isn’t the best thing to do, but I do it anyway.  

Interviewer: Why did leave Rome after Antony’s speech?

Brutus: I left because the crowd was now on Antony’s side and I feared for my honor. So I left. I also left because I knew that a war would begin between Octavius and Antony and Cassius and myself. 

Interviewer: How did you feel once you reached Sardis?

Brutus: I felt increasingly guilty about the murder of Caesar, but I didn’t show it. I certainly felt it though. 

Interviewer: So what did you do to help cope with your guilty conscience?

Brutus: When I was at Sardis, Caesar’s ghost visited me and then I knew that it was my time to die. When I fought against Octavius and didn’t die, I killed myself. My guilty conscience got the best of me and I committed suicide. I decided that I’d rather die by my own sword then go back to Rome without my honor. Even though, I killed myself, I did it honorably. I killed myself, with my own hand and didn’t ask somebody else to do it. 

Interviewer: So in the end, you felt so bad about killing Caesar that you killed yourself. 

Brutus: Yes.

Interviewer: How do you think the people of Rome view you now?

Brutus: Well, I’m sure they don’t view me as honorably as before. The people of Rome most likely view me a little more cowardly than before. 

Interviewer: With that in mind, how do you think the trial will go?

Brutus: I expect all of the conspirators still living to be executed, we did kill the leader of Rome.

Interviewer: So you expect the rest of the men to die also?

Brutus: Of course. 

Interviewer: Do you think that everyone can be trusted and that no one will try and do something dishonest?

Brutus: Yes, I believe that everyone can be trusted. 

Interviewer: Alright, well, thank you Brutus for being here.

Brutus: It was my pleasure. 

