Mark Twain Trivia

· Mark Twain’s real name is Samuel Langhorne Clemens. 

· Mark Twain was born in 1835 and died 1910 (was born the same yrs that Hailey’s comet came). 

· Considered one of the greatest American writers. 

· Lived through the Civil War. Saw slavery, the civil war, and what came of it. Fought for confederacy for about a week. 

· He moved around a lot, worked on a steamboat on the Mississippi (a lot becomes subject matter in his novels). Mark Twain means 12 ft or 2 fathoms. 

· Early in his writing life was considered humorous, known for his biting wit and sarcasm. 

· Later in his life, he suffered from depression. Several family members died and he had several bouts with bankruptcy. 

· It took him 7 years to write Huck Finn. Huck Finn is one of the most controversial books because the “N” word is used over 200 words times in it. 

· The book makes transition from young Mark Twain to the older Mark Twain. It is still the number 4 on the list for banned books. This book is mainly banned in the southern states and intercity areas.

· The time for the romantic style of literature ran from late 1700’s to the early 1800’s. Romantic style of writing tends to deal with the make believe, fantasy, etc. Realists are the opposite. By the time Mark Twain wrote Huck Finn, he was a full fledged realist.

Approaches to Literature

1. The Formalistic approach – the conflict between reality and romance; romance is dominated by reality. We see romance happening in nature (the river, on Jackson’s Island) and reality shows up in civilization. River = romance, Land = reality. Walter Scott was a romantic writer (in the book, the Walter Scott is a sinking steamboat). Formalism; you just take the book for what it is.

·  Tom is a helpless romantic and Huck is not. Huck is a realist. 

· Tom is stuck in romance; Huck still looks up to him, Twain shows us the Tom is not an admirable character. Huck lives in the wilderness and Tom only dreams of it

· When we see Huck in the wilderness, he slips into idealism

· When Huck is on Jackson’s Island, he feels as if he has left the world, but then ‘BOOM!’ here comes reality. Everything is overcome by reality. The king and duke’s plans are romantic. And the hope of  Jim being free is also romantic

2. Archetypal  approach 

· Hero’s Journey – an archetypal pattern that traces     maturation, maturity, and/or the gaining of knowledge

· High school – any new school

· 13, 16, 18  birthdays

· First job, date

· Marriage

· The hero’s journey is a physical journey; more importantly is the emotional aspect

· departure/separation: just leaving on the journey; more imp. it is the departure from a place where the character feels safe, also a departure from old way of life

· initiation – school of hard knocks; your going to get kicked around. While you are getting kicked around, you learn a lesson

· return – return again to a place of comfort; return and apply knowledge that you have gained

· Archetypal Adam

· Adam and Eve – Garden of Eden = paradise. Paradise/Eden – place of pure innocence; innocence = ignorance. Tree was not just an apple tree it was a tree of knowledge. Serpent = Satan. They eat from the tree and they realize shame.

· EDENIC SOCIETY – Eden like; Edenic society is a place of innocence and protection from knowledge.

· Gaining of knowledge/loss of Eden (innocence) – tree is an archetypal symbol 

· Evaluated the end result – is the character better or worse off? Is Eden lost forever? Do they search to find Eden again? Do they find Eden? Does the character grow to accept what has happened? 

3. Psychological Approach

· Sigmund Freud – considered the “Godfather” of psychology. Dreams were Freud’s main interest.

· Divided human psyche into three parts – the ID, the Superego, and the Ego. When we make a decision – the ID and the Superego fight for control of the decision making

· “The Pleasure Principle” – the ID seeks instinctual gratification without fear of consequences 

· The Superego – deals with morality principle; developed by society's principle

· The Ego – based on reality principle; balance the stress caused by the ID and the Superego. In essence, our ego is what comes out. 

· When we are faced with a difficult decision – crisis of conscience 

Character Sketches

Huck, the beginning of the story, lives with Miss Watson. She makes him go to school, church, and save his money. When Huck’s father, Pap, comes back to town, he is outraged to hear that his son is better than him and takes Huck to live with him. When Huck is tired of living with him, Huck plans to run away and never come back.  Huck runs away and lives on Jackson’s Island before he finds that Jim, Miss Watson’s slave, has also run away. The both of them leave on a journey down the river towards freedom. Many things happen to Jim and Huck while they are on this journey toward freedom. They are almost caught several times and they end up with the king and duke on their boat. The king and the duke only bring trouble to the raft. They are con-artists who use Huck many times in many of their schemes.
Huck is a realist. He thinks everything that Tom Sawyer, who is a romantic, is crazy and doesn’t like it. Twain pokes fun at romanticism throughout the novel through events involving Huck. For example, when Jim and Huck are rafting down the river, they come upon a sinking steamboat named the Walter Scott – which was a popular romantic writer at the same time that the novel was written. Twain’s own realism comes through in Huck and Twain makes fun of romantics by having Tom Sawyer look like a fool throughout the novel. Huck always has good ideas and is always sensible. He thinks of logical plans that have bailed him and Jim out of many situations. Huck’s importance to this novel is crucial. 
Huck likes adventure, even though he is a realist – he still likes adventure. He likes REAL adventure. Rafting down the river, meeting the king and the duke, being with the Grangerfords are all of Huck’s real adventures. He thinks logically throughout of all them and makes it out. 
Jim is Huck’s companion on this trip. Jim runs away from Miss Watson’s when he learns that she is going to sell him. He ends up on the same island as Huck, Jackson’s Island. They leave together thinking it would be better to travel together rather than by themselves. Jim is trying to become free throughout the whole book. 
Jim is very wise. Huck does not believe so in the beginning, but he soon realizes that he was wrong and changes his mind. Jim has learned a lot and he knows a lot and he wishes to pass that knowledge down to Huck on their journey together. Jim also teaches Huck many things besides that he is very wise and knows what he’s talking about.  Jim helps Huck and Huck helps Jim. Huck helps Jim by sailing him to freedom and Jim helps Huck by teaching him important life lessons.
Jim is also a very crucial character in the novel. If it were not for Jim, Huck most likely would not be alive. Jim takes care of Huck while on the river and worries about him when Huck plays the joke on him when he disappears in the fog. Jim has very deep feelings for Huck; he treats him like his own child.

Tom Sawyer is Huck’s friend. Unlike Huck, Tom is a romantic. He has a very big imagination and exaggerates everything. Huck does not understand why Tom likes everything like that. He cannot grasp the idea that it’s fake and all in his head because Huck is a realist. Tom and Huck form a band of robbers. Tom promises that they will steal and kill people, but they do not end up doing any of that. Huck decides to quit the band of robbers after Tom promises that there will be A-rabs, Spaniards, elephants, and camels and lots of loot – and it turns out that it was just a figment of Tom’s imagination.
In the end of the story, Tom gets shot in the leg while trying to free Jim. Tom already knows that Jim is free because Miss Watson has died and she set Jim free in her will. Huck does not know that Jim is free and Tom decides to take the opportunity to have a little fun. Tom comes up with crazy plans to stall in order to have fun. He sets all kinds of animals in Jim’s room in order to keep him company, but he is only torturing poor Jim. In the midst of all his fun, Tom ends up getting shot. The doctor who helps Tom tells everyone that Jim has been free this whole time. Tom, being the realist he is, keeps the bullet and ties it around his neck as a souvenir. 
The king and the duke are not actually a king and a duke. They are merely con-artists pretending to be royalty from France. They cheat, steal, and lie. They bring nothing but trouble along with them on Huck and Jim’s journey. They set up shows in the villages where they stop along the river. They take people’s money and then leave them without a show for them to see. They spend all their earnings on alcohol. 

At the end of the novel, they get tarred and feathered. The king and the duke were pulling another scheme and pretending to be the long lost uncles of these girls whose father had died. The king and the duke knew that they had money and so that is why they were there. Then, out of the blue, the REAL long lost uncles came to town and had to prove themselves to be true. They ended up on top, therefore, the king and the duke were tarred and feathered.

In the beginning, Miss Watson is taking care of Huck. She tries to civilize him. She makes him go to school, dress nicely, speak nicely, go to church, and save his money that he has earned. She does not approve of him sneaking off in the middle of the night to have a club meeting with Tom and their band of robbers. She tries to teach him important lessons. She does not want Huck to end up like his father. Miss Watson gives Huck a nice home, nice clothes, good food to eat and all in all – a perfect life. Huck does not like that, he much rather be out in the wilderness, which he ultimately ends up doing, but Miss Watson does not approve of that.  
Aunt Sally is Huck’s aunt. Huck ends up with her at the end of the book. When he reaches Aunt Sally’s house, Huck tells her that he is Tom and Tom is Sid – his friend.  They hide their identities from her the entire end of the novel. Up until Tom gets shot, Aunt Sally believes them. Then the doctor reveals their true identities. Aunt Sally also wants to civilize Huck. Huck does not want to be civilized, so he decides to leave at the very end of the novel. 
Pap is Huck’s father. Pap leaves for periods of time from days to months. That is why Huck lives with Miss Watson. Pap is a drunk and spends most of his time either in a bar or terrorizing a town. When Pap comes back for Huck, he is mad to find that his son is being brought up better than himself. Since this outrages him so, he takes Huck with him to live in his cabin in the woods. Huck likes living in the woods, but he does not like living with his father. One night, Pap comes home drunk and thinks that Huck is the death angel and tries to kill him. Once Pap is gone, Huck sneaks out and leaves for Jackson’s Island. When he is on Jackson’s Island with Jim, a house floats by and inside there is a dead man. That house happens to be Huck’s and the dead man is Pap.
