Great Expectations Journal
Character Sketches:

Pip (1 pg)

Joe – ½ pg

Mrs. Joe – ½ pg

Biddy – ½ pg

Pumblechook – ¼ pg

Miss Havisham - ½ pg

Estella - ½ pg

Herbert Pockets – ½ pg
The convict – ½ pg

Compeyson – 1/3 pg

Jaggers – ½ pg

Wemmick- 1/3 pg

Molly – 1/3 pg

Orlick – 1/3 pg

Drummel – 1/3 pg

Close Textural Analysis (part 1):

Pip says that his sister ‘Mrs. Joe’ brought him up ‘by hand’. Obviously that means that she uses her hands to discipline him. She also brought her husband, Joe Gargery, up ‘by hand’.  Pip tells us that his sister is not a very good-looking woman, but does not go into great detail about what she looks like.  Joe, on the other hand, is explained to us in great detail. Pip describes Joe’s hair and eyes: “with curls of flaxen hair on each side of his smooth face, and with eyes of such a very undecided blue.” With Joe, Pip shows his admiration by describing him this way and with his sister; he simply tells us she’s not that pretty. Pip describes Joe’s personality as good-natured, sweet-tempered, and easy-going. It’s not that hard to tell that Pip admires Joe very much. Pip says that his sister has black hair and black eyes; this signifies the evil in her. Black eyes show that a person has a lot of hate inside of them. He says that she has reddish skin and always wore a coarse apron. Her coarse apron is very much like her, rigid. She does not know how to be loose and have fun. Like her apron has never been a flowing one, always rigid. Pip does not like his sister all that much. In her apron, she has pins and needles in it. Pip describes her figure as “tall and bony”. What she wears shows what her personality is like. When there is company over, she shows off the fact that she wears her apron all the time because she is working so hard, but when there is just Joe, she complains that she has to wear the apron because she works so hard. 
Close Textural Analysis (part 2):

In the novel, Pip is sent to play at Miss Havisham’s house. As Pip walks up to Miss Havisham’s house, he notices that some of the windows have been closed up and there are lots of bars around the house. When they reach the house, there is a large courtyard guarded by a gate. All of this shows that Miss Havisham does not want anyone coming into her house and wants to keep everything out. On the side of Miss Havisham’s house, there is a large brewery that has not been used in quite some time. Inside Miss Havisham’s house, it is completely dark. Estella and Pip must use a candle to walk down the hall to Miss Havisham’s house. Miss Havisham wears her wedding gown, wedding veil and one of her wedding shoes. All of the clocks in her house have been stopped and Miss Havisham’s other wedding shoe is sitting where she left on her dressing table. When Pip is taken outside for lunch, he notices several things about Miss Havisham’s yard. First he notices that were no animals where there should be; in the dove-cot, in the stable or in the sty. When he comes to the garden at the end of the yard, he notices that it seems as though someone always walks in the garden.  As he turns to head back in, he notices a figure hanging from the side of the house. The figure is Miss Havisham. As he runs toward it, the figure disappears. Miss Havisham’s house is quite like her. The house is run-down and breaking apart, just like Miss Havisham herself. She is old, run-down, and very slowly falling apart. 
Charles Dickens 
Charles Dickens is well-known for his characters, but also for the settings in his stories. The setting themselves almost become a character or at least, an extension of a character. 
“Great Expectations”

The title “Great Expectations” means that Pip has been given great expectations. Some one gives Pip money which means that that person expects that Pip will become a gentleman. Expect means that you know its coming. Most of the time, what expect does not actually happen. Everybody expects the good things in life to happen, but most of the time that is not the case. Most of the time, the bad things happen and people are not prepared for them. People build themselves up for the good things to happen, the expected, but most of the time, the bad things happen, the unexpected. People expect the good to happen and do not prepare themselves for the unexpected to happen. This can lead to many bad things. 
New Ending/Original Ending


In the original ending, Pip ends up walking through Piccadilly Square with little Pip and running into Estella. In the new ending, Pip goes back to Ms. Havisham’s house and meets Estella there. In both endings, Estella is abused by Mr. Drummle and is unhappy with life. In the new ending, Estella and Pip end up walking out of Ms. Havisham’s yard together. In the original, Pip and little Pip meet her in a horse-drawn carriage in Piccadilly Square
 and Pip and little Pip leave alone. 
