Birches
1. In Birches, discuss the lessons for living that one learns from swinging on birches. Explore the meaning of "not launching out to soon," not carrying the tree "clear to the ground," keeping one's "poise," and "climbing carefully." Consider how the subsequent comparison to the overfull cup attaches a metaphor to a symbol. Point out how Frost packs a tremendous amount of meaning into a few lines. “Not launching out too soon” means that you should wait for the opportune time to branch out into something new. ”Not carrying the tree” this could possibly mean that you shouldn’t take on anything to large for you. “Clear to the ground” means not to push your luck, don’t take chances. ”keeping one’s ‘poise’” means keeping one’s composure. “Climbing carefully” means to take life carefully, think before you leap. Don’t do anything too soon. The overfull cup refers to going above and beyond your limits. 
2. Find at least three examples of metaphor and onomatopoeia in the poem. Metaphors: 1.enamel; ice crystals; inner dome of Heaven. 2. “Soon the sun's warmth makes them shed crystal shells/Shattering and avalanching on the snow-crust” 3. heaps of broken glass. Onomatopoeia: 1. “swish” 2. “click” 3. “lashed”
3. What are the two strong similes in the poem?  “…trailing their leaves on the ground
Like girls on hands and knees that throw their hair”, “It's when I'm weary of considerations, And life is too much like a pathless wood”
4. How do the sounds of Frost's poems differ from the sound of any of Whitman's poems? Look in the archives to find Whitman's poems. In Frost’s poems, the sounds make the poem itself more in depth with feelings and emotions. Whitman was more blank verse whereas Frost was more rhythmic.
