1984 Journals

Close Textural Analysis Essay

In 1984, a novel written by George Orwell, an anxious tone is formed. George Orwell uses diction, imagery, and details to create this tone. 

Orwell uses diction in this opening passage to create an anxious tone. When describing the face on the poster on the wall, Orwell uses words like “heavy, black moustache” and “ruggedly handsome features”. These phrases imply that the face of the man must be someone important, but that person must also be very scary. The word “black” is usually used to imply that something is evil or bad, so this person must have those types of qualities. The word “ruggedly” implies that this man must have worked outside sometime in his life and that he looks tough and sharp.

Orwell also uses imagery to create such a tone. Orwell uses phrases like “bright cold” and “gritty” to describe the type of day. The words “bright” and “cold” give the sense that it is in the morning and it is either a fall or a winter day. Orwell uses the word “gritty” to describe the dust that is blowing around. This word gives the sense that the dust has been made of tiny, little pieces of stuff. Orwell gives the impression that this “gritty” dust is the kind of dust that gets in your eyes and your mouth, kind of like sand. Orwell also uses the word “vile” to describe the wind. This word fits very well because the wind is what is making the “gritty” dust fly about. The wind can also do great damage to some things, like in storms and such. The word “vile” indicates that the wind must be blowing very hard and making it difficult for Winston to walk. Orwell also talks about the way the hallway that Winston is walking in. Orwell describes it as smelling like “boiled cabbage and old rag mats”. This gives the idea that the place where Winston is going to must be old and slightly run-down. 

To create the tone of this passage, George Orwell also uses details. When describing how the large poster is attached to the wall, Orwell says that the poster is “tacked to the wall”. When he says this, it seems as though the person who put up the poster did not take great pride and energy to put up the poster. They just simply did not care. Also Orwell gives us the detail about “Hate Week”. Orwell says that energy is being conserved for “Hate Week”. This may have something to do with large poster “tacked to the wall” and the “enormous face” on it. The person on the poster must be the idea man behind “Hate Week”. Also Orwell says that the poster is the kind of poster that has eyes that just follow you wherever you go. He says that the eyes “gazed from the wall”. Orwell also says that the caption underneath the poster read “BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU”. The eyes that follow you must be connected to the caption. The following eyes must be Big Brother.

Orwell creates a tone of anxiety using diction, imagery, and details. Orwell uses phrases like “enormous face” and “heavy black” for diction when talking about the poster on the wall. For imagery, Orwell uses phrases like “vile wind” and “smelt of boiled cabbage and old rag mats” to describe the type of day and the building Winston went into. Also for details, Orwell uses phrases like “tacked to the wall” and “gazed from the wall” to describe the poster. Orwell successfully creates a tone of anxiety when talking about and describing the building that Winston goes into and the poster inside. The passage makes the audience feel like they are being watched themselves.
“Found Poetry”

Dream
Dream,
still vivid in his mind.

The enveloping, protecting gesture of the arm,

This arm that contained the meaning.
His mind goes back,

Goes back to another dream.

The other dream of two months ago.

His mother sits,

Sits on a bed.

A dingy, white-quilted bed.

His mother sits,

Sits on the dingy bed.

Holding,

Holding the child.

The child clinging.

The child clinging to it’s mother.

The mother sits,

As she sat as,

While the ship sank.

The ship sank, far

Far underneath him.

Drowning, drowning,

Drowning deeper every minute.

But his mother sits,

Sits looking.

His mother sits looking at him.

Looking up at him,

Looking up at him through the

Darkening water.

But it all,

Is just a

Dream.
Wag The Dog


This is a good movie to show with 1984 because the people in the movie create a fake war and everything to go along with it. They tell the people of America that the United States is at war with Albania and the public believes them. In 1984, the Inner Party feeds the people fake news and propaganda and they believe, much like in Wag The Dog. The part that I found most interesting was in the very beginning when they were figuring out how to get the President out of the situation that he was in. The movie was generally interesting and funny. They took the event where a young Iraqi girl gave flowers to Donald Rumsfeld and made it so that the President received wheat from a young Albanian girl. 
Winston’s House vs. O’Brien’s house


When Orwell first described Winston’s house as very small, it had a bad smell, and the elevators were broken. In O’Brien’s house, everything is spacious, it smells of good food and good tobacco, and the elevators work. Orwell describes the atmosphere of O’Brien’s house “richness and spaciousness of everything”. He describes the smells as “unfamiliar” and the elevator as “silent and incredibly rapid”. Orwell also mentions that everything is intimidating, not just a huge poster on a wall. The carpet is like velvet and very plush compared to Winston’s old, rag mats. Orwell also says that the walls were not grimy from people rubbing up against them. Everything in O’Brien house is quite the opposite of Winston’s house. 

Since O’Brien is a member of the Inner Party, he can turn off the telescreen. When the telescreen is turned off, the room becomes completely silent. The carpet is also be described as being “soundless”. Everything in O’Brien’s house is silent and quiet. When O’Brien offers Winston and Julia a drink, they are hesitant. O’Brien tells them that “It is called wine”. Winston starts to think about all the times that he has read about wine in books and such. He says that he has always that it would taste sweet, but when he takes a drink “the stuff was distinctly disappointing”. Winston says that wine, along with the glass paperweight and “Mr. Charrington’s half-remembered rhymes” belong to the “vanished, romantic past”. 
Character Sketches

Big Brother-


Big Brother is the ominous government leader in 1984.  Big Brother is a character that really does not exist, but still makes up all the rules for the people of Oceania. He is always watching people of Oceania through the telescreens. He tells them what to do, when to do it, and what to believe. He has “Thought Police” and that control what people think. Big Brother has his face printed on all of the huge posters that intimidate the public as they walk by.
Goldstein-


Goldstein is the character that is the enemy of the Brotherhood. People are told to hate him because he is an enemy of the Brotherhood. When Winston believes that O’Brien can help him, he is told to start liking Goldstein. Goldstein had written “The Book”. “The Book” is a book that describes the way things really are. He talks about the Party slogan “War is Peace”. He describes what war is and how the government tends to make up wars.
O’Brien-


O’Brien, in the beginning of the novel, is Winston’s hero. Winston wants to meet him so badly because he thinks that O’Brien can help him defeat Big Brotherhood. When Winston finally meets O’Brien, O’Brien tells him about “The Book” and makes him agree to all these things that go against the Brotherhood. Near the end of the novel, the audience finds out that O’Brien was really working with the “Thought Police” and Winston, along with Julia, is captured. O’Brien betrayed Winston’s trust. In the end, O’Brien turns out to be the bad guy.

Winston Smith-


Winston Smith is the tragic hero in the 1984.  Winston’s tragic flaw is his stupidity. He always makes stupid decisions. He is also the tragic hero in this book because he works so hard to end up no where. Throughout the entire novel, Winston tries so hard to defeat Big Brother, but in the end, Big Brother ends up defeating Winston. 

Winston is just a regular guy who doesn’t really have anything in his life except for his diary. In his diary, he writes things that go against Big Brother. He writes things like “2 + 2 = 5” and “Down with Big Brother”. Winston works in the Ministry of Truth. In the Ministry of Truth, Winston rewrites old books from the past and makes them agree with what Big Brother and the government say is true. When Winston meets Julia, things starts to get complicated. Because they are not supposed to be together, they have to coordinate when and where they are meeting exactly right or they could end up in jail, which they finally do. Winston is very orderly and likes to keep things where they are supposed to be. Most of the time, he follows the rules. When he meets Julia, he pretty much breaks most of the rules. Winston is a worry-wart. He is always worrying that they are going to get caught and wonder who is watching them or if they are being watched. Most of the time, Winston and Julia are being watched. Winston is betrayed by O’Brien at the end of the novel when O’Brien turns him over to the Thought Police who take him to the Ministry of Love. Winston admired O’Brien because he thought that O’Brien was also against the government. Winston meets Julia in the middle of the novel. Julia is  the rebel in this novel. She tends to get Winston in trouble. She also is against the government. Julia is the woman that Winston falls in love with during the novel.
Julia-


 Julia is a part of the Anti-Sex League even though she does not live by the name of the group. She is also a rebel against the Brotherhood. Winston describes her as “a rebel from the waist down.” She kind of stalks Winston in order to meet him. Whenever he goes somewhere, she is there too. Julia is not really interested in bringing down the corrupt government that Winston and she lives in. She just wants to have fun and do what she wants to do. Winston wants to disable the government. For example, when Winston receives “The Book” from O’Brien he reads a part of it to Julia. Julia falls asleep while he is reading to her. When Winston and Julia want to meet in public, Julia organizes it very well. This implies that she must do this sort of thing a lot. Julia knows how to get what she wants and how to keep them. Julia wants to stay with Winston and does not want him to get hurt. But in the end, neither of those things happen. When the couple goes to meet O’Brien, they have to agree to all of O’Brien’s questions. Julia and Winston agree to all of them, but Julia does not agree to the one that states that they might not be able to see each other ever again. Julia wants to bring the Brotherhood down in a different way than Winston wants to. 
Orwell’s Believable Totalitarian Society
Government – 


This corrupt government works and is believable because it is close to what happened in the Soviet Union. Although not as extreme, the Soviet Union did have ridiculous laws that did not allow some everyday things from happening just like in 1984.


Economics-


This also works because it is also very close to what happened in the Soviet Union.  The economy is very limited in Oceania, just like in the Soviet Union.

Religion-


Just like in the Soviet Union, there was no religion. People were ordered not to worship anybody but their leader. In 1984, the public of Oceania were ordered to worship nobody but Big Brother.
Law-


In Oceania, the law was corrupt. In the Soviet Union, the law was also corrupt. Ridiculous laws were set up to “keep people in their place”. 

Classes: Inner Party, Outer Party, Proles-


In 1984, there were set classes and each class had its own set of rules. In the Soviet Union, things were set up very similar. The Inner party had control over everyone else. They got the good food, good homes, good cars, etc. The Inner party was normally members of government and other important jobs. The Outer party consisted of the regular public, people who didn’t have a whole lot of money, but who weren’t dirt poor. The Outer party got the not-so-good homes, cars, and food. Proles were people who were very poor and didn’t have much. They got what everybody threw away basically.
The Media/Technology-


The media was very controlled in the Soviet Union, just like in 1984. The government made up stories for the people to believe so that they would not rebel against the government. The technology during the Soviet Union was not very advanced but in 1984, the technology is very advanced.
PAGE  
1
Courtney Mizar


