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Thomas King is in short, a writer. To be a little less brief, He was born in 1943 to a Cherokee father and a German and Greek mother. He has a PhD in literature from the University of Utah, and is a member of the Order of Canada.

Most of his work concentrates on native issues and debunking native stereotypes, and is considered a leader in Canadian native fiction. His original motives for writing were not nearly so righteous. It was all for a woman. Apparently, he impressed her, because they married and now work together at the University of Guelph.

The views portrayed in King’s work are often pessimistic, and it is his intention is to make people to question what the effect the problems of native people have on them and the effect that they have on native people.
Setting


The story takes place in the Southwest Alberta Art Gallery. Evidence to this effect can be found in the first sentence of the story where it states “… at the reception desk of the Southwest Alberta Art Gallery and Prairie Museum …” (1) The time period that the story took place would be fairly recent, given that not only were chainsaws invented, but that the safety goggles were also an issue, which places it somewhere in the last couple of decades or so.

Plot

