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Glace Bay Study Questions:
1.
She is remarking that the distance to their homeland is irrelevant. They are close to home because they have not let go of their heritage.
2.
Because of a misunderstanding when she was younger, none of the boys will hang around with her, and since none of the boys want to be around her, none of the girls will either. Also, she has a constantly dripping nose.
3.
A “company home” is a house that is owned by the mining company, and rented by the worker who lives there. The “Shack” on the other hand, was in Reserve, a place set aside for miners to build their own home. It is much as the name describes; run down, constantly in need of repair, just barely enough room for the people that dwell there.

4.
The wake she was describing was her husband’s. He died in the mine.

5.
Charlie Dave was Margaret’s brother. He died in the mine with his father. His family was each affected in different ways. Margaret lost her only protector, Catherine lost her only son, and Ian is constantly held up in comparison to his near holy older brother and found wanting.

6.
Neil fought in the Second World War. Neil reveals that he is a veteran (page 29), and that he fought in France (Page 52). Morag MacNeil’s diary reveals that she was around in the First World War, and shortly afterwards mentions a much younger Catherine, playing with her three young children (Page 57). Therefore, knowing that Neil is a veteran of a war fought in France sometime after the First World War, we can conclude that it is likely World War Two.
7.
The MacDougalls are the family of the mine manager, and richer than the rest of the regular miners. Peggy MacDougall is the daughter of the manager, and has some sort of relationship going with Ian.

8.
The dogs had been barking for several days, and while playing cards, Margaret pulled a royal flush in spades.

9.
Neil is a proud man, and views living in one of the company houses as selling out to the company. Margaret’s father was the same way, which is why she has lived in a shack all of her life. In the end, because Neil refuses to sell out to the union, and let himself be bribed with a better job, he ends up dying in the mine.

10.
It might represent the futility of fighting the company. Nobody wanted to listen to what he had to say, and since it hurt to talk, he decided it would be easier to just stop talking. 

In the same fashion, whenever there is a strike at the mine, people starve, people get sick and physical violence is used  to convince them to go back to work. Each time they do, nothing has really changed, and all the suffering was for nothing. Many of them believe that it is easier to just work and suffer quietly, and not fight for something more.
11.
Morag MacKinnon is Margaret’s grandmother on her father’s side. Her diaries are being used as Grandpa’s scribblers until Neil discovers what they contain. She was writing in them till she died, sometime earlier on in the lives of her grandchildren.
12.
Ian realizes that the whale will probably die. He also knows that he cannot just sit and watch it tormented without doing something, even if he knows he is going to be beaten. He feels that the whale still has a chance for life, and since it is undecided what fate had in store for the whale, it was his duty to do everything he could to help it.


The whale is highly representative of Ian’s views about the union. Unless they fight, even when there are sure to be rough times, nothing will ever happen for them. He passes up a better job, and has his girlfriend threaten to leave him, all because he believes the union has a chance.

13.
There was never enough food and the striker’s water was filthy, which caused some children to die of disease. The company hired goons to set fire to their houses, and the police would trample people with their horses.
14.
They want a raise of $2.50 a day, a pension for miners over 65. They would also like to get rid of the company doctors who do not check their patients, just spout what the company wants to hear.
15..
Because everyone had free time, everyone who knew how to sing or play an instrument would put on concerts, either free or by donation to the relief fund. Neil had enough time on his hands to finish his and Margaret’s new house.


When all was said and done, they went back to work for $1.00 a day more, so long as they produced even more coal.

16.
She had the corpses of Neil and Ian brought to her house, where her grandfather’s corpse already was, and dissected them, removing the bits she felt were most important. From her grandfather, she took his lungs, to show what the company doctors called fit to work. From Neil she took his lungs; to contrast with her grandfather’s, his fingers and his tongue, because they were the parts that played and sang his music. From her brother Ian she removed his penis, because it was what Ian felt was the most important part of himself, what he used as a substitute for religion. She pickles all of the parts and gives them to her neighbor Marie for safe keeping.
17.
She gets committed to the local mental institution Sydney River. Some time afterwards, she is released because they can’t remember why she was committed in the first place.

18.
The play ends with Margaret speaking to the audience, telling them that they are the first set of guests to her museum, where she is displaying the parts of her lost miners. The monologue is followed by a set of flashbacks to some of the more important scenes of the play, and Margaret’s reminder not to loose sight of your heritage.

19.
Nanaimo is another town that could easily have been the setting for the play. It is another smallish town (at least it used to be) on an island, important to the coal industry, where the miners had to strike several times and endure much hardship to ameliorate their condition.

20.
Three of the larger messages that the play presents are as follows:

First and most apparent is that the coal mining industry was brutal, and took a horrible toll on the miners who worked for it, not just physically, but that the entire society that surrounded the industry was put under incredible stress by how poorly they were treated.


The next message conveyed is that life is more important than mere survival. We should constantly strive for more than an existence that is eked out under horrible circumstances. We should always strive to live, not merely survive.

Finally, the play shows that those who strive for some goal (in this case the union) can eventually succeed, where those who debase themselves, suffering in silence for somebody else’s gain, have no goal, and therefore can never succeed at all, merely tolerate their position.



If someone watches or reads this play, and leaves feeling a little more sure of themselves, a little more confident of their convictions, then I am sure that the playwright will consider the play a success.

