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Definitions:

Imputation: to associate something to a specific cause or source.

Parsimony: unusual or excessive frugality.

Mendicancy: depending on alms for sustenance, practicing begging.

Depreciate: to lessen the worth or price of something.

Fob: a chain used to hold a pocket watch or some other ornament, or an ornament being held on the end of a chain or ribbon.

Meretricious: attracting attention in a vulgar manner.
Truant: absent without permission.
Setting:


The majority of the story takes place in a rather sparse and threadbare apartment, back sometime when eight dollars was enough to rent a furnished apartment for a week, and a little over twenty actually bought you something made out of platinum. The talk about the pier-glass, and its use to see how you look, indicates that they had no mirror, their couch is “shabby” and in the lobby of the building, the call button and mailbox were described as “a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an electric button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring.”. This indicates that things were not in very good repair. 

Plot:


After weeks of scrounging, Della has saved 1.87$ to buy a present for her husband James. Since she did not feel that it was enough to buy him suitable present, she sold one of the couple’s treasures, her hair (The other treasure was James’s watch). She then set out and found the perfect gift to complement James’s watch, a platinum fob chain. 


After doing what she could to repair the damage to her shorn hair, she waited for James to return home, hoping that he would not be outraged that she had sold one of their treasures.


James returned, and assured Della that he did not love her any less for the loss of her hair. Della then opened the gift that James had gotten for her and found that it was the set of hair combs that she had wanted for so long. She then showed him the chain that she had gotten him. James then admitted that he had sold his watch to get the money to buy her the hair combs, but was not upset by the irony of their situation.
Characters: 


The characters of this story are Della and her husband Mr. James Dillingham Young. Both characters have traits which define them, and by contrasting these traits, you might find that the both of them are round foils. 

Della is quite emotional “There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and howl. So Della did it.”, and worries greatly about what James will think. After she cut off her hair, she was heard to say “Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”

James on the other hand, is more easy-going, and likely to see the humor in a situation. At the end of the story, when it is revealed that each has gotten the other a gift to complement something that the other has sold, while I expect that Della would likely burst into tears, James merely states, “let’s put our Christmas presents away and keep ‘em a while. They’re too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.” Note that James was smiling and relaxing while he says this.

Title Significance:


The Gift of the Magi is titled as it is because the author made a point of mentioning that the Magi, or three wise men of Christmas fame, are the ones who invented the giving of Christmas gifts. He also mentions that the wisest gift giver is the one who gives wholeheartedly, with no thought to themselves, just generosity and a desire to please. Hence, the two characters in this story, while the gifts that they gave ended up not being the wisest possible gifts, did so in the purest desire to please the one that they loved. They are as the Magi.

Theme:


The message that the author is trying to convey is that if what you appreciate about a situation is the love that drove it, regardless of its outcome, you will be happy. Things are never guaranteed will turn out well, but that even if they don’t, if what matters is the overall intention, even a bad situation can be rewarding.
