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Frankenstein Chapter Summary
Letter I

· To: Ms Sauville, England

· From: St Petersburg December 11, 17—

· Writer is travelling to the North Pole, believing it to be a warm place with ever present sunshine.

· Is following in other explorer’s footsteps.

· Spent 6 years planning the expedition

· Experience much hardship, to harden himself in preparation for this voyage

· Is headed to Archangel

· Is not sure of the outcome of the expedition, or if and when he will return

· Signed R. Walton

Letter II

· To: Ms Sauville, England

· From: Archangel March 28, 17—

· Walton is lonely, and wants a friend

· He Cannot speak the local language

· His lieutenant want glory
· His master of ship is not harsh, which is why he was chosen, and has a long sorrowful history that led him to be where he is. The Master is well respected and silent.

· His determination for the expedition does not falter

· Name is Robert Walton

Letter III

· To: Ms Sauville, England, July 17, 17—

· Walton is en-route to the North Pole

· He is confident of the outcome

Letter IV

· To: Ms Sauville, England, Aug 5, 17—
· Ship is surrounded by ice. Saw a giant on a dogsled 

· Ice all broke

· Rescued another man from the ice floes. He nearly died.

· He was following the other dogsled that was spotted

· Robert thinks of him as a friend

· Aug 16, 17—

· Upon hearing of Robert’s quest, says he sympathises, and understands the need for a friend, as he lost a good friend and has felt diminished for it.

· Robert greatly admires the stranger

· Aug 19, 17—

· The stranger has decided to tell Walton his story

Chapter 1

· Stranger comes from a good family
· Has travelled much

· When he was five, his parents adopted an orphan, Elisabeth Lavenza.

· His name is Victor

· He is very protective and possessive of his new sister

· He also has two younger brothers.

Chapter 2

· Victor’s childhood friend was Henry Clerval
· Henry was much into drama, chivalry and human interaction, 

· Elisabeth was into poetry and contemplation

· Victor was interested in science

· Victor is inspired on reading the Alchemist Cornelius Agrippa’s work

· The power of lightning blowing apart a tree causes him to lose interest in alchemy and Agrippa’s work and focus on the natural sciences.

Chapter 3

· Is leaving for school at Ingolstadt
· Victor’s mother dies of scarlet fever. Her dying wish is for Victor and Elisabeth to marry

· Victor decides that death is evil

· He is alone for the first time in his life once he leaves for school

· Meets two professors on arrival at school.

· M. Krempe - does not find him very interesting at all, he is not inspired

· M. Waldman - Waldman is inspiring to Victor. He takes Victor under his wing and makes him his protégé. He inspires Victor to return to his previous alchemical interests

· Victor’s family name is Frankenstein
Chapter 4

· Victor is entirely devoted to science and learns rapidly
· Two years pass

· Studied physiology, anatomy and decay

· Discovers the “Cause of life” and begins to attempt to create life

· Decides that his first project will be to make a man. A large one, because small parts are harder to work with.

· Victor becomes pale, emaciated and feverish

· He is repulsed by his own work, but cannot stop. Feels possessed

· Does not correspond with his family

· Spends a year and a half on his project, waiting til he is finished to regain his health

Chapter 5

· It is November

· Nearly two years since the project began

· The Being awakens. Despite his efforts at beauty, the thing is horribly ugly.

· He leaves it, goes to sleep and awakens to it grinning at him from his bedside. 

· He runs away.

· He meets Henry Clerval in town

· When he returns home with Clerval, the Creature is gone. He does not tell Clerval about the Creature

· Victor suffers a nervous breakdown. Clerval cares for him, and conceals the extent of his illness from Victor’s family

Chapter 6

· Receives a letter from Elisabeth.
· Gives some background on Justine Moritz - a servant who is more like a sister adopted into the family when she has problems with her own.

· Victor introduces Clerval to his professors, but science is painful to him since the awakening of his Creation

· Victor studies oriental languages with Henry to pass the time.

· Wanders the countryside with Clerval. Becomes happy again.

Chapter 7

· Victor receives a letter from his father - his younger brother has been murdered. He was strangled in the park. He was wearing a locket of his mother’s

· Victor returns home. It has been nearly six years.

· Victor arrives at night. The town is closed, so he decides to visit the site where his brother died.

· Sees his Creation, believes it to be the murderer.

· Returns home. Speaks with his brother, and discovers that Justine is suspected of being the murderer, because the locket was found in the clothes that she was wearing the night of the murder.

Chapter 8

· Evidence against Justine:
· She was out all night, the night of the murder, 

· She was seen near the park around the same time as the murder

· The locket was found in her clothes.

· She says she was visiting a friend, heard about William missing on her way home and was looking for him in the park when she was seen. The town closed before she returned that night, and she fell asleep at a barn. She was woken once by footsteps, but does not understand how the locket got in her clothes.
· Elisabeth gives testimony as a character witness. It backfires. People think that Justine is just jealous and ungrateful.

· Justine is condemned, and confesses to the crime under pressure of her confessor.

· Victor and Elisabeth visit Justine in prison to tell her that they do not believe her to be guilty. Justine recants her confession

· Justine is hanged.

Chapter 9

· Victor is inconsolable, believing he is the cause of his brother’s and Justine’s deaths.
· He finds some comfort in solitude

· Travels to the valley of Chamounix

Chapter 10

· Finds comfort in the beauty of the landscape and sleeps
· Wakens depressed and decides to clime the Montanvert (some mountain with glaciers.)

· Climbs the mountain, and crosses a glacier. Looks back over the glacier and spots the creature coming across towards him.

· Raves at the creature, but the creature convinces him to listen to his story, and begins to convince him that it’s happiness is Victor’s responsibility
Chapter 11

· The creature begins his story.
· Awoke in the lab, became aware of his senses.

· Wandered the countryside, ate berries and slept. Spent some days wandering and attempting to understand everything that was going on.. birds, grass, insects

· Found a fire. Learned to cook food.

· Found a hut. Entered and scared off the farmer within. Ate farmer’s breakfast. Slept

· Found a village. Attempted to enter but was pelted with stones until he ran away

· Hid in a hovel attached to a cottage.

· Watched the inhabitants. Blind old man, son, daughter. Through a crack in the wall connecting the hovel and the cottage.

· Attempts to comprehend the feelings that the cottagers have towards one another. That they care for each other.

Chapter 12

· Learns some basic French while watching the family
· Wishes to learn why the girl Agatha was sad, and the boy Felix was so unhappy.

· Does simple chores for the family that he observes Felix doing.

· Creature is optimistic about his future

Chapter 13

· The creature tells of the arrival of Safie. The family becomes happy. She is Arabian.
· Creature learns how to read and speak fluently by watching the family teach Saphie.

· Creature learns that the things most valued by humanity are wealth and lineage.
· Creature learns of children and growth.

Chapter 14

· Creature learns of the family’s history.
· The father is named DeLacey.

· They were weathy and had good standing.

· Saphie’s father is the reason they are destitute. He was once imprisoned, and Felix, because he thought the situation unjust, helped him escape, with the promise of marriage to Saphie. Agatha and DeLacey were imprisoned, and Felix turned himself in to free them. It did not work. Their term of imprisonment lost them all of their wealth, and Saphie’s father attempted to take Saphie with him when he left the country. Saphie remained behind, and eventually found Felix.

Chapter 15

· Creature finds some books- Paradise Lost, Plutarch’s Lives, Sorrows of Werter 
· Creature begins to question his origins, who am I? What am I?

· C reads Paradise lost as a true history, feels more akin to Satan than Adam

· Finds papers describing his creation in the coat taken from F’s lab

· Believes that if the cottagers come to know his good nature before they see him, that they will accept him. Decides to approach when the blind father is alone.

· Speaks briefly with the father. The others return home and react badly. Felix hits Creature with a stick. Creature hides in hovel.

Chapter 16

· Creature is disappointed, rages through the woods. When he calms, he decides to return to the cottage and try again.
· The family has already left the house, thinking they are in danger.

· Creature burns the house

· Creature decides that his next move will be to find F

· En route to Geneva, Creature saves a small girl from drowning. Her guardian misunderstands, thinking he is hurting her, and shoots Creature. Creature heals in the woods.

· Arrives at Geneva, and was sleeping in the bushes when he is awakened by a child. Thinking that if he takes the child, who is young and unprejudiced, he will have a companion who does not hate him. Child struggles and shouts that his father is M. Frankenstein. Creature tries to silence child strangling it.

· Creature feels dark joy at his power to create desolation.

· Creature sees Justine sleeping at a barn. He becomes bitter when he realizes that she would never do anything but hate him, so he plants the locket on her to frame her for the murder.

· Creature’s story ends, ultimatum to Frankenstein– Make Creature a wife.

Chapter 17

· Frankenstein and Creature argue. Frankenstein is angry at the murders.
· Creature says if he has a wife, he will leave civilization

· Frankenstein thinks Creature will return, this time with help, because he will have a wife.

· Creature- I am violent because I am not loved. If I am loved, I will not be violent.

· Frankenstein consents, returns to home.

Chapter 18

· Frankenstein is melancholy. His father believes it is because he does not want to marry Elisabeth.
· Frankenstein decides to go to England (to learn enough to make the female Creature), then will marry Elisabeth on his return.

· Frankenstein will travel with Clerval.

· Frankenstein is nearly happy while travelling with Clerval, but fears that Creature is following.

· They arrive in England.

Chapter 19

· In London Frankenstein studies for his promise to Creature, Clerval persues contacts to go to India. Frankenstein finds it hard to be alone to work.
· The both of them get invited to Scotland.
· Travel to Scotland, Frankenstein enjoys months long trip, but fears Creature will know that he shirks his duty.

· Frankenstein parts ways with Clerval, goes to the Orkneys on a small island where he will not be disturbed.

· Frankenstein works on the new creature, and becomes nervous fearing Creature

Chapter 20 

· Frankenstein ponders the consequences of making a female Creature. What if the new one hates the old one? What if they have children?
· Sees Creature looking in a window. 

· Frankenstein destroys his progress on the new creature, and vows never to do it again.

· Frankenstein speaks with Creature telling him that he will never create a mate for Creature. 

· Creature vows revenge, saying “I will be with you on your wedding night.” Frankenstein believes that Creature means to kill him then.

· Frankenstein gets a letter from Clerval asking him to meet him at Perth.

· Frankenstein cleans up his lab, and dumps the remains of the female creature into the ocean. Frankenstein then falls asleep in the boat and is blown off course. He drifts into a town in Ireland, and is accused of murder.

Chapter 21

· Evidence in the murder case:
· Body was found strangled.

· Single man in a small boat was seen near the body.

· It is believed that the wind would have forced the boat to land near where it had departed from.

· Frankenstein is taken to see the body to determine his reation. It is Clerval. Frankenstein has another nervous breakdown, comes to several months later in jail.

· The magistrate who tried him, sent for Frankenstein’s father. Frankenstein’s father arrives.

· The magistrate proves Frankenstein was somewhere else at the time of the murder.

· Frankenstein and his father leave to return home.

Chapter 22

· Frankenstein feels distanced from all of humanity because of his crimes. He believes that the murders are his fault.
· Frankenstein receives a letter from Elisabeth, saying – if you don’t want to marry me, it’s OK.

· Frankenstein responds – I want to marry you. When we are married, I have a dark secret to tell you.

· Frankenstein and his father return to Geneva.

· Frankenstein and Elisabeth marry. Both feel happy about the marriage, but uneasy about everything else. Elisabeth feels something bad is going to happen.

· Elisabeth and Frankenstein reach their honeymoon spot.

Chapter 23

· Night falls. Frankenstein becomes agitated, thinking that Creature will be coming to kill him soon.
· Frankenstein gets Elisabeth to go to bed, so that she won’t see him fight Creature.

· Creature strangles Elisabeth in the bed.

· Frankenstein shoots at Creature, but misses. Attempts to find Creature with the locals’ help but fail. The locals think he is crazy.

· Frankenstein cannot wait to inter Elisabeth because he fears for his family.

· Frankenstein returns to Geneva.

· Frankenstein’s father looses the will to live on hearing of Elisabeth’s death and dies.

· Frankenstein breaks down again. He is institutionalized for several months.

· Frankenstein decides to pursue Creature. He speaks with a magistrate, telling him the story of Creature’s creation. The magistrate does not believe Frankenstein.

· Frankenstein decides to destroy Creature on his own.

Chapter 24

· Frankenstein goes to pray at the graves of his loved ones. He hears Creature laughing at him. Creature is happy that Frankenstein has decided to live and chase him.
· Frankenstein chases Creature all over Tartary and Russia.
· Frankenstein is miserable, but in his dreams he is with his family and Clerval. He has difficulty telling which is reality and which is a dream.

· Creature leaves food and furs for Frankenstein, to ensure that Frankenstein does not die.

· Frankenstein chases Creature onto the frozen ocean. The ocean breaks apart, and Frankenstein looses sight of Creature. Frankenstein almost dies but is saved by Walton and his trapped ship.

· Frankenstein wants Walton to continue his quest to kill Creature but does not want to force Walton to do it.

· Letter from Walton to his sister, Aug 12 17— :

· Walton attempts to convince Frankenstein to stop hunting Creature and make an attempt at an new life. Frankenstein declines, he feels he must keep hunting Creature.

· Letter from Walton to his sister, Sept 2 17— :

· Walton’s boat is trapped in ice. Walton is unsure if he will ever return to England. He also fears a mutiny.

· Letter from Walton to his sister, Sept 5 17— :

· Sailors confront Walton about returning to land. Frankenstein calls them wimps, accusing them of loosing their courage on the first occasion that it has become necessary. They joined the expedition because they knew it would be dangerous. The sailors relent.

· Letter from Walton to his sister, Sept 7 17— :

· Walton consents to return to land when they are free of the ice.

· Letter from Walton to his sister, Sept 12 17— :

· Walton’s ship breaks free of the ice. Frankenstein decides that he must return to his hunt, but has not the strength to rise from bed. Frankenstein dies.
· Walton sees Creature on the ship, near Frankenstein’s corpse, begging for forgiveness.

· Creature speaks to Walton. He admits that he felt horrible for all the killings. That he wanted to destroy Frankenstein, but now that Frankenstein is dead, all he wants to do is die. He leaves the ship to find solitude so he can cremate himself.

The End

