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Defining Poetic Terms
1.
Voice

Speaker:  The voice that speaks the poem or the poem’s narrator.

Tone:  The attitude that the Speaker takes towards the poem or the overall atmosphere of the poem

2.
Diction

Denotation:  The literal interpretation of the poem or a word therein.
Connotation:  The implied meaning or interpretation of a word or poem, or what something represents that is different from its literal meaning.
3.
Imagery:  Elements used in poetry that are used to induce images, emotions or feelings. 
4.
Figures of speech

Literal Language:  When the words of a poem mean exactly what they say.
Figurative Language:  The meaning of the words is other than the literal interpretation. The meaning of the poem which is implied rather than said and which is likely the meaning intended by the poet.
Metaphor:  A comparison between things without using “like” or “as”.


His head was a hairy coconut, swaying at the top of a tall floppy palm.

Simile:  A comparison using “like” or “as”.


His smile was like a row of shiny white Chiclets, slightly chewed.

Hyperbole:  To exaggerate. 


His head was large enough that he was often mistaken for a grounded hot air balloon.

Oxymoron:  An apparently contradictory element which actually serves to strengthen the intended meaning rather than weakening it.



Afterwards, the crowd was overcome by a deafening silence.
Apostrophe: A speech to an absent or deceased person, or a personified thing or idea. Generally, a speech made to someone or something who cannot hear it.


Damn you Providence! I ought’ kick your indifferent ephemeral ass!

Personification:  When human characteristics are given to things which do not have them (animals, objects, ideas).


I could not move the stone, but I would not give up. I could feel it laughing at me.

5.
Rhyme

End Rhyme:  Rhymes which occur at the end of a line of poetry.


Roses are red



Violets will send


This line is awkward but has a rhyme at the end.

Internal Rhyme:  Rhymes which happen during one line of poetry. One of the rhyming words can be at the end of the line, but the others must be contained therein.


This line’s fine.



This line aint.



This line’s a sign for wine that’s mine.

Exact or Perfect Rhyme:  When rhyming words which have the same rhyming sound, the same emphasis on the rhyming syllable, bud different consonants preceding the rhyming syllable.


Stood rhymes perfectly with wood, but not with blood.

Slant Rhyme: when the rhyming words are comparable, but not exact.


He would like to have cried, 


But instead he flies,



Down.

6.
Alliteration:  The repetition of the opening sounds of stressed syllables in a line.

First and foremost, the flighty fairy fought.

7.
Rhythm and meter

Foot:  A small group of syllables in verse, where one is emphasized. The stressed syllable is known as the arsis, and the unstressed part is the thesis. 


Drowsing | ‘neath star | ry skies.  

Kinds of feet: 

Iamb: An unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable.



The center foot of the example above is an iambic foot. 
Trochee:  A stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable



The first and last feet of the example for Foot are trochaic.

8.
Form

Formal Poetry:  Uses one of the standardized poetic forms. Has a predetermined set of criteria that must be followed.



An example of the limerick form:



There was a young lady of Niger



Who smiled as she rode on a tiger.




They returned from the ride




With the lady inside



And the smile on the face of the tiger.






-- Anonymous 
http://www.poeticbyway.com/xlimeric.htm

Free Verse: Poetry which is not constrained by fixed patterns of meter and rhyme, essentially, anything that is not a formal poem.
BY THE BIVOUAC'S FITFUL FLAME



By the bivouac's fitful flame,



A procession winding around me, solemn and sweet and slow--but first I note,



The tents of the sleeping army, the fields' and woods' dim outline,



The darkness lit by spots of kindled fire, the silence,



Like a phantom far or near an occasional figure moving,



The shrubs and trees, (as I lift my eyes they seem to be stealthily watching me,)



While wind in procession thoughts, O tender and wondrous thoughts,



Of life and death, of home and the past and loved, and of those that are far away;



A solemn and slow procession there as I sit on the ground,



By the bivouac's fitful flame.





-- Walt Whitman
http://www.poeticbyway.com/xwhitman.htm#bivouac

Stanza:  A repeated sub form of a poem. It may or may not repeat exactly. The form may be described as a recurring theme of meter and rhyme.
Example of the quatrain, a four line stanza form:

SHE DWELT AMONG THE UNTRODDEN WAYS


She dwelt among the untrodden ways




Beside the springs of Dove,



A Maid whom there were none to praise




And very few to love:



A violet by a mossy stone




Half hidden from the eye!



Fair as a star, when only one




Is shining in the sky.



She lived unknown, and few could know




When Lucy ceased to be;



But she is in her grave, and oh,




The difference to me!





-- William Wordsworth
http://www.poeticbyway.com/xwordswo.htm#she_dwelt



