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An appointment in Samarra
Plot summary:


A servant went to the market for his master and was threatened by Death. He returned to his master and borrowed a horse to run to Samarra to avoid her (Death). The merchant went to the market and discovered that Death had not threatened the servant; she had just been surprised to see him, having an appointment with him that night in Samarra.

Setting:


This story seems to have taken place in a setting akin to what I would imagine for Arabian Nights; in essence, lots of sand, heat, sweaty bearded men and thieves with one hand. The setting of Baghdad and the fact that the servant referred to the merchant as his master, gives the impression that it happened in the fairy tail Arabia that is the setting for stories about genies and sultans.
Narrator:


The narrator in the story is Death. In this case she must have been looking back at one of the many humorous anecdotes that must arise from her occupation as the reaper of souls. The story was told in first person, with Death reminiscing about her second to last interaction with the servant of the story.

Characters:


The other characters in the story are the servant and his master. The servant (for the duration of the story at any rate) was identifiable by the complete lack of begeesus, all of them having been scared out of him in the market early on in the story. The merchant on the other hand, was the only one in the marketplace who actually wanted to talk to Death.

Theme:


Death will get you, when it is your time to go. It may be a little confused when it does, but when you have an appointment, no matter how hard you try, you will be on time.


The author takes a fatalistic view of death. That there is a time and a place set, and that nothing can change that. However, the author does not think that death needs to be cruel, unkind or feared. It’s just unstoppable. 

