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Why Study History?

Congratulations! Today is your day! You’re off to Great Places, off to Yesterday!

And so you are off on a trip back in time!

You’ll quite enjoy learning the account of mankind.

You’ll marvel at things your ancestors left behind,

At how deeply the present and past are entwined!

Why study history? Allow me to remind

That history is a fascinating tale, as you’ll find.

You’ll look up and down streets. Look ‘em over with care.

About many you will say, “I don’t choose to go there.”

For many will be unpaved, as you’ll be aware, (civ that invented paved streets)

And you’ll be liable to injure you feet, which are bare.

Back then things can happen, and frequently do

That shock people as 21st century as century as you. (torture, dirtiness, religion?)

And when things start to happen, don’t worry. Don’t stew.

Just go right along. You’ll start happening too.

You’ll be on your way up! You’ll be seeing great sights!

You’ll join the Wright brothers who first flew to great heights. (Wright brothers, NA)

Wherever you visit, you’ll be mighty impressed.

Wherever you go will be better than best.

You will have fun everywhere on your quest.

Except when you don’t. Because, sometimes, you won’t.
I’m sorry to say so, but sadly it’s true, that History can be scary and mean and dark, too.

Many a lesson can be learned, if you’re willing, because the past can be awfully chilling,

Like things such Black Plagues (EUR) and ritual killing (Incas, SA), but learning about them can be most fulfilling.

You’ll come across Europe in its Middle Ages, a dark stagnant excerpt from History’s pages.

Europe was in a Slump, and it wasn’t much fun,

For un-slumping themselves was not easily done.

Simple it’s not, I’m afraid you will see, examining time is not one cup of tea.

You can get so confused that you’ll start in to race

Down Silky trade routes at a break-necking pace

And grind on for miles across Asia’s face

Headed, I delight, toward a most marvelous place. The Yuan Court...

With palaces tinseled with silver and gold, a royal mail service and even hot coals,

And spices and foods that you’ll never have tasted.

With so much to tell, not a second can be wasted!

Except when you tell it, you may not quite sell it.

Eventually, they’ll come around, you can bet,

But they won’t believe you, for many years yet.

And somehow you’ll escape from their nay saying.

You’ll find the places where strange music is playing.

With banner flip-flapping, once more you’ll ride high!

Ready for anything under the sky. Ready because you’re that kind of a guy!

Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to be done!

There are gods to be worshipped and Olympic games to be won.

There are epics to be written, marathons to be run,

And wrestlers and discus throwers to be outdone.

And with all your outdoing you are certain to be the most popular fellow in History!

Fame! You’ll be famous as famous can be, 

With the whole wide world worshipping you at your feet!

Except when they don’t. Because, sometimes, they won’t.

I’m afraid that some times they will not be your fans. 

I’m afraid that will not always fit in with their plans.

And the ones who don’t like you, there’s a very good chance,

Are likely to scare you right out of your pants.

There are some, down the road between hither and yon,

That can scare you so much you won’t want to go on.

But on you will go though the weather be foul (ice age? Deserts?)

On you will go though your enemies prowl.

Onward up many a frightening creek (river valley rivers?)

Though your arms may get sore and your sneakers may leak.

You’ll get mixed up, of course, as you already know.

You’ll get mixed up with many strange folks as you go.

So be sure when you step. Step with care and great tact.

And when you time-travel, be sure you’ve well packed!

And will you have fun on your examination?

Yes, you will indeed, it will be a vacation!

You’ll find fascination at every location

With every creation from every nation.

