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Clinique de passeport / Passport Clinic 
          
Laissez-moi vous aider avec votre demande de passeport.  Vous êtes les bienvenus. 
    Let me help you apply for a passport.  All are welcome.

Date : Vendredi, 14 septembre 
Heure : 10h00 à 15h00 
Lieu : La Légion de Hawkesbury 152 rue Nelson est, Hawkesbury 

Date: Friday, September 14th 
Time: 10:00am—3:00pm 
Location: The Hawkesbury Legion, 152 Nelson St. East Hawkesbury 

Apportez vos photos de passeport / Please bring your Passport Photos with you

Pierre Lemieux 
Député / MP 

Glengarry-Prescott-Russell 

Chenail concert with Bruno Pelletier a welcome success
By Dominique Millette
HAWKESBURY – With 
340 tickets sold, the Sep-
tember 7 concert put on 
by Le Chenail and featur-
ing international pop star 
Bruno Pelletier was a shot 
in the arm for the non-
profit Hawkesbury cultur-
al organization. The audi-
ence cheered progressively 
louder with each song and, 
in the end, Pelletier got a 
standing ovation.

“It went well”, said the 
artist after two curtain calls, 
one of  which he yielded en-
tirely to local-born friend 
and Cirque du Soleil singer 
Roxane Potvin, to the de-
light of  the crowd. “It was 
relaxed. It was fun. I found 
that the audience was really 
receptive.”

Though the Québec bor-
der is only a bridge away, 
French-language culture 
doesn’t always sell easily, 
even amongst its own. This 
is despite Le Chenail inviting 
stars from Québec with an 
international appeal: Robert 
Charlebois, Daniel Lavoie, 
Paul Piché, Jean-Pierre Fer-
land... and the list goes on.

Le Chenail has strug-
gled to keep afloat and only 
recently underwent an ad-
ministrative makeover, with 
a new board of  directors 
working overtime to restore 
programming and win back 
the population. One event 
advertised last year, a show 
for which several tickets 
were sold was cancelled; and 
the Pelletier concert itself  
was initially intended to go 

ahead in February.
Luckily, last Friday night’s 

investment paid off. “People 
were asking us when is the 
next concert,” said an ob-
viously delighted Jean Joli-
coeur, vice-president and 
one of  several volunteers 
who have put in countless 
hours to bring Le Chenail 
back to life, including several 
once-a-week board meetings 
since the election of  new 
members last April. 

The day before the Pel-
letier concert, 10 youths 
and three adults worked for 
three-hours-and-a half. On 
the day itself, Jolicoeur and 
president Jacques Caston-
guay were at Le Sommet 
high school on Cécile Street, 
where the concert was held, 
from just after 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. “It’s an incredible 
amount of  work.,” explains 
Castonguay, for whom the 
revival of  Le Chenail has be-
come a labour of  love.

The organization’s renais-
sance is being steered with 
care. Castonguay calls it the 
‘small-bridges policy’. “We’re 
moving ahead slowly, instead 
of  going really fast and hav-
ing to backtrack, which is 
an awful waste of  time,” he 
says. One investment was to 
improve the website, which 
now allows people to input 
their preferences for con-
certs and other events.

One event for children 
gave an encouraging indica-
tion of  the possibilities: Les 
Clowns du Carousel attract-
ed 550 people, or far more 
than the 300 originally antici-
pated. 

Concertgoers at the Pel-
letier event warmed up to 
the artist most in the second 
half  of  his performance. 
Though the artist is known 
for pop rock, his present 
tour has taken a radically dif-
ferent turn. Accompanied 
by a band called le Gros-
Zorchestre, he performed 
several covers of  jazz and 
crooner standards, includ-
ing songs by Frank Sinatra, 
Jacques Brel and Nat King 
Cole, as well as hits from 
singers such as Billy Joel and 
Peter Gabriel with a jazz 
twist. Pelletier and the band 
released their eponymous al-
bum on September 11.

The amount of  English-
language content is a first for 
the artist. A known support-
er of  Québec sovereignty in 
the past, he insists he will not 
follow in the footsteps of  
fellow francophones such 
as Roch Voisine or Céline 
Dion by trying to conquer 
the American market in its 
own tongue. Despite this, he 
has consented to perform at 
Canada Day concerts in the 
past - and was roundly lam-
basted for it as a “traitor” on 
separatist bulletin boards.

Ticketholders had mixed 
reactions at first, but ulti-
mately embraced his style. 
“It’s beautiful,” said Denis 
Levac. His wife added: “It’s 
lovely. It’s different, with the 
jazz.” Luc Villeneuve, com-
ing in from L’Orignal, had a 
similar opinion: “It’s good. 
It’s a change of  pace. I didn’t 
know it was going to be in 
a crooner style, but that’s 
okay.” One dissenter, Lau-

rent Péladeau, hadn’t been 
sure what to expect and felt 
it wasn’t his style of  mu-
sic. However, it seems that 
the artist was able to over-
come any general residual 
reticence with his warmth 
and winsome banter, as well 
as his musical proficiency: 
“You don’t forget a voice 
like that,” opined concert-
goer Francine Larivière.

The next event put on 
by Le Chenail is an art ex-
hibition by Solle Martineau 
which runs until Septem-
ber 30 at the centre at 1210 
Main Street. There will also 
be a local-artist music festi-
val November 3 and 4 at Le 
Sommet high school. More 
information is available at 
www.lechenail.ca.

Bruno Pelletier performed in both French and English in Hawkesbury. The artist 
took a stand against linguistic barriers in music. (photo D. Millette)

International star rejects barriers 
By Dominique Millette
Bruno Pelletier is easily 
one of  the most recogniz-
able faces in French-lan-
guage music. The runaway 
success of  Notre-Dame 
de Paris, which as of  2006 
still held the world record 
for the most successful 
first year of  any musical 
ever produced, made the 
singer a household name 
in his native Québec as 
well as in several European 
countries. The hit musical 
penned by star lyricist Luc 
Plamondon and interna-
tional composer Ricardo 
Cocciante was subse-
quently translated into 
English. However, its runs 
in Las Vegas and London 
didn’t generate worldwide 
crossover appeal of  the 
same magnitude as on the 
continent for its French-
speaking stars, some of  
which, Pelletier amongst 
them, were retained for 
the British production. 

The singer shot to 
fame in the early 1990s, 

performing in other well-
known Québec musicals 
such as La Légende de 
Jimmy and Starmania be-
fore Notre-Dame de Paris. 
Pelletier has made several 
television appearances in 
Québec and performed 
during the Juno awards 
in 1999. He has garnered 
Félix awards for his mul-
tiple-platinum CDs and 
is known for hit singles 
such as “Miserere” and 
“Le temps des cathéd-
rales”, from Notre-Dame 
de Paris.

With this track record 
behind him, the artist has 
taken a different turn in 
his recent series of  jazz-
flavoured concerts with le 
GrosZorchestre. He kicked 
off  the tour in Hawkesbury 
after a three-month hiatus. 
The corresponding album 
was launched September 
11. “It’s a parenthesis in my 
career,” he outlined in an in-
terview granted to The Re-
view on the September 7 
concert date. “I wanted to 
have some fun and explore 

a little.”
It’s the first time any of  

his shows feature so many 
songs in English, observes 
Pelletier; so much so, that he 
had to bring in more French 
content to respond to popu-
lar demand.

Does this mean he might 
become another Roch Voi-
sine or a male Céline Dion, 
recording in English to cap-
ture that bigger audience? 
The answer is no: “I have a 
great career in French,” ex-
plains the singer, known to 
support Québec sovereignty 
in the past. “I might work 
in English again, the way I 
did in London (with Notre-
Dame de Paris). But I can’t 
say I have any aspirations 
to sing in English to con-
quer the American market... 
I did this show for personal 
pleasure. ”

On the subject of  the 
two solitudes , he observes 
that “French-speaking peo-
ple know English-language 
music very well. I’m not sure 
that anglophones are quite 
as familiar with the franco-

phone Québec repertoire.” 
This discrepancy doesn’t 

bother him much, as he be-
lieves there’s nothing to fix 
there: “People will sing in 
English, or they will sing 
in French... Two musicians 
who are playing with me 
now didn’t even know who 
I was originally, even though 
they come from Montreal.” 
Despite this, he adds, deep 
friendships have developed 
amongst them.

“Even though I see my-

self  as a political activist, 
music doesn’t really have any 
borders,” the singer declares. 
“It’s an area where you have 
to stay really open... It’s a way 
for us to evolve.” Though 
Pelletier believes French-

language music needs con-
tinued protection, he states 
categorically that imposing 
barriers is “a total mistake.”

Lisez l’article intégral en 
français sur le web au www.ther-
eview.on.ca.

CIP remediation public meeting aims for fall
By André Dumont
HAWKESBURY – The 
public could have its say 
on the future of  the CIP 
(Canadian International 
Paper Company) wet la-
goons some time in Oc-
tober. 

“We hope to have a pub-
lic meeting in October. We 
will present everything to the 
public and let people partici-
pate,” Hawkesbury Mayor 
Jeanne Charlebois said in an 
interview last week.

Town council, Ministry of  
Natural Resources (MNR) 
project officer Suzanne La-
france and two neighboring 
dry lagoon owners are cur-
rently contemplating possi-
bilities for the decontamina-
tion and rehabilitation of  the 
CIP’s sludge-filled wastewa-
ter pond.

Until now, the public and 
the media have been barred 

from meetings. However, 
The Review was able to 
publish information on four 
scenarios, which could range 
from simply monitoring the 
site to a full-scale remedia-
tion with a $69-million tab.

Other ideas now include 
partnering up with the pri-
vate sector and turning the 
sludge into fertilizer.

“We are trying to be as 
transparent as possible, but 
sometimes transparency 
takes time,” Charlebois said.

The mayor says she is sat-
isfied with discussions with 
dry lagoon owners, who also 
have to find a solution for 
the hundreds of  tonnes of  
paper mill rejects stockpiled 
on their land.

“I feel there is move-
ment, compared to where 
we were last year, Charlebois 
said. At least we are going 
somewhere.”

As of  now, there is still 
no indication of  where 
funds for the remediation 
will come from. The MNR 
has committed to planning 
the remediation, but not to 
fund it.

“We are trying to get the 
provincial government to 
see what kind of  funding is 
available, Charlebois said. I 
cannot say they are going to 
give us anything, but we are 
working on it.”

Harrington rezoning 
approved

By Dominique Millette
HARRINGTON – After 
some some initial oppo-
sition, a zoning change 
to allow the construc-
tion of  a recording studio 
on a private property of  
3,000 acres on the Rouge 
River Road was approved 
unanimously by munici-
pal councillors during the 
September 4 meeting. 

“I’m very happy for the 
municipality,” said Har-

rington clerk secretary and 
director general Robert Lac-
roix to The Review. “I think 
it’s a good project.” 

Ownership of  the prop-
erty has been attributed to 
race car driver Jacques Vil-
leneuve. Doubts were raised 
by certain members of  
council as to whether the file 
received preferential treat-
ment compared to the zon-
ing changes needed by Har-
rington College of  Canada.


