The Nature of Christ’s Atonement

John 1:29


Exegetical Outline

“The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and he said, “Look!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29

I. John Identifies the Lamb.

a. The Person that John identified was Jesus

b. John sees him after being interrogated by the Pharisees. (see v.28)

i. More than likely this statement in v.29 was uttered after Christ’s baptism.

ii. See verses 30-34

c. This is what may be speculated about Jesus coming toward John.

i. Jesus may have been headed for the desert at this time.

ii. Jesus might have just been out for a walk but it is unlikely since the context looks like a testimony John would after Jesus’ baptism.

II. John Proclaims the Lamb.

a. This happens as a result of seeing Jesus Christ who is the Lamb of God.

b. John seemed to be quite excited about Jesus.

i. John knew he beheld the hope of Israel.

ii. John was excited about what Jesus would do.

iii. John was excited about Christ’s purposes as the Lamb.

c. The implications of Jesus’ person and purposes

i. “The Lamb of God...”

1. Lamb- a cute, easily lead animal that was used in ancient Israel as symbols of redemption.

a. These animals were eaten at the Passover to symbolize God’s redemption of His people from Egypt.

b. This pictured God’s ultimate redemption which would come about in Jesus Christ.

c. We must also remember that God redeemed all of the Hebrews in Egypt as well as the non-Hebrews that saw no hope in Egypt and saw Jehovah as there only hope.

i. God’s redemption was definite

1. It included the ones God set apart.

2. This included both Jew and Gentile.

ii. God’s redemption was limited to those who believed on Jehovah and left Egypt.

1. We see here the Gospel in a more obvious form.

2. Faith brought about works, which was leaving Egypt.

2. Of God-

a. This is in the genitive case, which implies either ownership or those they came from something.

i. We may rightly say that Jesus is God’s Lamb in a possessive sense because Jesus as God the Son is part of the Trinity and is part of the essence of God’s being.

ii. This can also mean that He came from God.

iii. It has to mean both, or else you wind up in heresy.

iv. The Lamb that God the Father provided ultimately was God.

1. He came from God’s essence.

2. He came from God’s presence.

3. He came as a servant of God.

ii. “…Who takes away the sin of the world.”

1. It is here that we see the Lamb’s purpose incoming.

2. Now we must ask the question what was Christ’s purpose in dying on the cross?

a. Did Christ die for the sins of some men?

b. For all of the sins of all men?

c. For some of the sins of all men?

3. The questions of universalism.

a. Did Christ die for the sins of every last man on earth?

b. Jesus did die for the sins of all of the men that lived then why should people go to hell if their sin is already paid for?

c. What is the point of evangelism or even living for the Lord?

d. Texts to turn to:

i. Read 1 John 2:2, what does it say?

ii. Read John 3:16-21 what does it say?

iii. Now if world means every last person on the planet in this context then we may conclude that Jesus died for everyone and that everyone is going to heaven when they die.  Note universalism is not the author’s position; the statement is made to make a point.

e. The definition of cosmos in light of contextual shading (the sheet with cosmos is at the end of the document.)

f. In light of the contextual data, Jesus died for all of those through out history who would believe in Him, and these are the was that God first chose before the foundation of the world and who as a result of election believe in Christ.  This was all according to his mercy through which he saved us.

III. Conclusions about the Lamb.

a. This verse states like 1st John 2:2 a definite atonement for the sins of the word, which in our understanding now, is all of those whom God saved, the humans through out history.  This is a definite saving, not just a mere possibility, Jesus saved his people, ransoming them from sin, when He died on the cross.

b. We may understand Jesus when he was telling his disciples that they needed to follow his example in Matthew 20:28, and Mark 10:45 that He Himself said that He would give his life as a ransom for many and not all.

Contextual Definitions of the word World or Kosmos

1. Look up the verses on the sheet.

2. Which definitions best fits the context of John 1:29?

3. Clue-Look at verses 1-14 they are key.

Definitions

a. The universe as a whole Acts 17:24

b. Planet Earth- John 13:1, Ephesians 1:4

c. The world system- John 12:31, 1 John 2:15

d. The entire human race. Romans 3:19

e. Humanity excluding believers. John 15:18

f. Gentiles in contrast to Jews. Romans 11:12

g. Humanity considered in light of God’s eschatological redemptive design.  John 3:16-17, 6:33

