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Introduction: 

The day in which we live is filled with experts and authorities, celebrities, and people who think they know much about life.  They claim that their ideas are the ones that we should live by.  While most of these people may be right in what they say, they do not have the final word on how a person should live only God does.  As people and as citizens of America we have people who rule over us, and this is good and right because God has ordained to be so, but many of these authorities do no realize the place from which they get there authority, and that is from the Lord.  Who is the Lord?  You may ask.  The Lord is the King of the Universe, He is the Only God who exists, He is perfect in all that He says and does, there is no flaw in His character, He does only that which is good and right, showing mercy to many and punishing the wicked for sin.  As God He has made commands and edicts that reveal His character what He loves and what He hates.  We are going to look at the Ten Commandments tonight in Exodus 20:1-17 where we will see the most succinct revelation of the unchanging character of God and tonight hopefully we will be transformed by what we see in this passage.

As we look at Exodus 20 we must first notice the Statement of Grace Preceding the Commandments.  I call this the statement of grace because God reminds the people of the fact He has redeemed the people of Israel from the land of Egypt from the house of slavery.  In this statement we see the authority of the Lawgiver.  The One who spoke the Commandments was God.  This logically dispels all other sources of authority.  Moses could not have made this up.  Other people on earth could not have made these Laws up.  Since God is the One who spoke these things we must listen to Him, since He is the highest authority in the universe.  God’s authority is vested or found in Himself.  God does not need majority or popular opinion to give Him His place of power, it is rightly His and He can command whatever He desires.  This leads us into the Identity of the Lawgiver.

The Lawgiver identifies Himself as the LORD.  In our English translation of the Old Testament the Word “Lord” can mean one of two things.  It can mean Adonai-, which means Master or Sovereign. It is like the word King or Lord in English.  It is a title of position; it is God’s position as Lord of the Universe.  If Lord is in all caps it means Yahweh or Jehovah-, which means I am, or Self-existent one. This is God’s Personal, Covenant Name that He told to Israel. This is a statement of the Essence of His Being or who God is.  He is Self-Existent-He needs nothing to sustain Himself or keep Himself Alive. By way of contrast, we humans are not self-existent- we need many things to keep ourselves going such as food, water, air, relationships, and many other things.  God on the other hand does not need these things to survive, rather He choose to relate to people to show them how great He is, and How much they needed Him. With all of that said, we may understand Psalm 8 to say “O Yahweh our Adonai…” or to make it very literal “O Self-Existing One our Lord…” Just to avoid confusion, these words are not the same.

Rather the in all caps is a name, the other is a position.

After identifying Himself, the Lord reminds the Israelites of what He has done.  He redeemed them From Egypt.  If one reads Genesis 15:12-16 it will be seen why Israel was in Egypt.  We see that it was because God said that Abraham’s descendants would go into the land to be mistreated by the Egyptians.  We see the reason was because first of all God ordained it to happen this way so we see his Sovereignty in the working of History.  It was also so God would then judge that nation (Egypt) and using Israel’s nation he would judge the people of Canaan.  

At this point I need to say A little bit about the Egyptians.  The Egyptians were pagan polytheists.  In other words they worshiped more than one god, and did not believe the Lord was real.  They had an elaborate system of gods.  All of this was mostly made up by the religionists of the day and was a corrupted form of the Ancient Monotheism.  If one reads the Bible it is observed that mankind started off Monotheistic, he believed in one God.  Adam believed only in the Lord.  It was after the fall that men stopped believing in one God.  All of the religions of the world are corrupted forms of this Ancient Monotheism.  We believe in the Trinity as Christians, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God in Three Persons.  The Egyptians believed in a “triad” of gods in their religious system a father and a son and a mother.  Christianity did not borrow this from Egyptian religion; Egyptian religion corrupted the ancient concept of the Trinity.  If you follow this logic you will see how man has corrupted religion through the ages. 

After reminding them of the nation from which He redeemed them, he reminds them of the states from which he redeemed them.  God redeemed them from the House of Slavery.  This was another name for Egypt because it was all that Israel experienced while they were in Egypt.  They lived there for a time, but it was only slavery for them.

It was slavery in at least 3 ways. 

Spiritual slavery- there was no worship of Jehovah except for family worship and even that may have been scarce due to the domination of the Egyptian religion.

Political slavery- they did could not make there own decisions as a people; the Pharaohs and the slave drivers controlled the elders.  

Economic Slavery- they were dependent upon the Egyptians for everything. God was telling this to remind them from the evils from which they came and to show them that He was going to do something great and that He had their good in mind. 

The commands came because of His love for Israel, and so God commands obedience of us because of His love for us.  God wanted to show that He was perfect and just unlike their former Egyptian rulers and had their welfare in mind unlike the Egyptian rulers who had only the idea of mercilessly using them in mind.  

After this statement of Grace God issued Ten Commandments that reflect his Character.  These Commandments cover every area of life, not just the religious or spiritual.  We must understand that everything I do and everything to do, no matter what it may be is spiritual.  We do it unto the Lord.  If we eat you do it unto the Lord, if you sin, you sin unto the Lord, if you do not believe Him you sin against him in all that you do for that, which is not from faith, is sin.  In other words no matter what you do as an unbeliever you store up wrath for yourself and there is only one way to escape that wrath and we will see that later.

As we begin to get into the meat of the commandments for our purpose tonight we may divide the commands into two categories of what they specifically deal with.  The first four deal specifically with the worship of God.  The last are the Commands of God Concerning Human Relationships.  All Ten of them are spiritual, all Ten of them are important and must be practiced if we are to reflect the character of God and none of them are to be done away with.  We must scrape from our minds of the idea of looking the New Testament to see what is negated and what is still commanded, Jesus Christ, God Himself does not even make this distinction in Matthew 5.  Let us first look at The Commands of God Concerning Worship of Himself.

The Commands of God Concerning Worship of Himself

“You shall have no other gods before Me.”  Exodus 20:3


As we take a look into the meaning of this command we must understand first that God commanded this because He redeemed the people for Himself.  He brought them out of Egypt as we saw in verse 2, so He expected total loyalty.  Not only that but when one studies the Bible it will be see that God is the most God-centered being in the whole Bible and in the universe.  Pastor and book-writer John Piper says, “God is uppermost in His own affections.
”  Now that is a loaded statement!  And most of you are probably saying what does he mean by that?  Let me define a couple of words and bring it home with an illustration.  Uppermost is a fancy were for highest.  If we reword it, “God is highest in His own affections.”  Ok, now what are affections?  Affections is an 18th-19th century word for feelings.  Reword it again, “God is highest in His own feelings.”  What does that mean?  God in all things holds Himself up as the highest thing possible.  He loves Himself above all things, and does all things for Himself, for his glory and for His name.  Let me ask a question:  “What is it that you love the most above all things?”  That which you love above all else will be that which you think about the most, that which you schedule your time around the most, and that which you spend the most money on.  It will be that which gets you the most excited.  It could be a girlfriend, a car, a hobby, or your family it could be anything.  If it is anything other than God, you are breaking this first commandment; you are making a god out of it.  God demands, rightly that we love Him with all of our heart and all of our soul, and our entire mind, and all of our strength.  That is not to say that we cannot love family, or friends, or enjoy hobbies, but if you get excited about that more than you do about God then you blaspheme when you engage in that relationship, participate in the hobby, or whatever it is because you love that thing more than the God who is worthy of all the love in the universe.


Our culture sets up relationships as gods, family as gods, hobbies, as gods and try to resist giggling when I say this but sex is a god to our culture as well.  Israel was commanded not to worship what the people of Egypt and of Canaan worshipped.  In the same way, way are commanded not to worship what our culture worships, drugs, money, sex, relationships because none of those things will satisfy and because God is worthy of all of the emotion and affection that we have.  If you get the most excited about anything other than God, then you are breaking this commandment and if it is a constant in your life then, you don’t know God.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  You shall not worship them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children on third and fourth generations of those who hate me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.  

Exodus 20:4-6

This command is like the first one but with some differences.  It is like the first command because it excludes the worship of anything but the Lord God Himself.  But it is different because it involves the particulars of idolatry whereas the first command dealt mainly with worshiping more than one god.  This command also deals more with worshiping the creation above the Creator and making a god out of that which is seen in the world, and personifying it by making a statue out of material things and worshiping that statue as representative of the thing being worshiped.  Romans 1:22-23 gives us the essence of idolatry by telling us that idolaters were: “Professing to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.”  This is what this command deals with.  Giving the love, worship, devotion and affection that is due God and giving it to created things.  This is why God is jealous.  He wants all worship for Himself.  God is not an idolater.  He knows that He is worthy of worship and so rightly demands it.  

The idols of our culture are the same as the gods of our culture.  We may not worship they same way the pagans did, but we really do.  We center our lives on material things.  Even as young students we do this.  We try to see who is the most physically fit, or the wealthiest, or who has the most friends.  But it is just like the first command.  If we love anything more than God we break both of these commandments, and all of us have done this at one point or another.

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave unpunished who takes His name in vain.”  Exodus 20:7

The first two commands dealt with having no loyalty or divided loyalty toward the Lord, this one deals with pretended loyalty to the Lord or using God as a pretext for doing something that He would not desire.  

A good example from the Scriptures would be the Pharisees who were around in the days of Jesus Christ.  They were a group of religious elitists who were basically the “defenders” of correct doctrine in their day.  They believed that at the end of time on judgment day that God would raise from the all who lived through out time and judge them according to there works, and that God would bring in the eternal state.  However, for them one thing that had to happen was a political Messiah had to come and deliver them from Rome.  This would usher in a new time in history and would propel all earth to judgment and the eternal state.  All of this seemed good and right on the surface, but the problems with them were many.  They believed so hard in a political Messiah that they missed the fact that He would first be a suffering servant before He would be a ruling conqueror.  The other problem was that the Jewish religion was so caught up in tradition as the main authority rather than God’s Holy Word.  This resulted in several problems, the aforementioned one of the political messiah being one of them.  Then the other problem was that righteousness was turned into something that was done only on the outside.  To them you could do as many good things as you wanted and that would earn your way to heaven.  This is where they took God’s name in vain.  They said that this system of righteousness was of God, but it really was not.  They used God’s name to endorse something that God Himself never endorsed.  An illustration of this would be the wicked man in proverbs who sacrifices to the Lord, but His heart does not love Christ.  What is being talked about here is pretended worship.  What would it be in our day and age?  Coming to church on Sunday or Wednesday or whenever and doing it for show, or just because it is the right thing to do.  We are to come to worship because God is our delight not because it is some duty that you do not really want to do.  Our duty is to be our delight! 
  

I will admit, sometimes we all do it we do not want to go because of this or that reason, but it is still wrong.  And if you are always having problems with wanting to come and worship Christ for all the greatness that He is, then you should check your heart.  If you have an apathetic attitude toward Christ you might not really know Him.  Love does not bring out apathy.  It brings out joy, and you are happy in Christ if you love Him.  This is not to say that you cannot ask Him for help, because we need to depend upon Him in all things.  Remember, you shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain! And in a moment we will see why.

About that other phrase, “for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.”  God has consequences for sin that He will unleash to those who pretend to love Him and take His name under pretense.  This phrase does not get into the details of punishment, all it says is the God will not leave that man, or woman unpunished who takes his name in vain.  That should haunt you.  It leaves punishment to be unexpected and sudden.  The Pharisees that I spoke of earlier were punished for there sins in 70 A.D. when the Roman General Titus with several armies marched against and destroyed Jerusalem.  There were other reasons; the Jewish people had become so corrupt that God judged them.  They rejected God’s Son and still pretended to be God’s people after that, showing them as a nation to be no better than the pagans, because they worshiped a false god who had no Son.  Christians believe in the true God, but other religions, including the Jewish religion do not.  They believe in one God, but they do not believe in the God who is Three and One.  They reject God’s appointed King, Jesus Christ.  Punishment awaits all of those who take God’s name in vain.  I mean this as if it is a constant, persistent sin that you care nothing about.  I mean this in the sense that there is no love for Christ in your heart at all.  Many of us do, but some are here tonight who do not love Christ, and if you do not love Him you are hostile toward Him because it says in Matthew that if you are not with Christ you are against Him, so sinner, punishment awaits you if you do not repent and I urge you and appeal to you to appeal to Christ and ask Him for forgiveness when we finish here.  I want to continue to the 4th Commandment.


“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God: in it you shall not do any work, you or your son, or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  Exodus 20:8-11


Now I will admit that there is a lot of controversy around this passage.  Some well meaning Christians say that because this passage is not repeated in the New Testament then we should not practice this command.  At this point I will say that I believe that to be malarkey and I will explain why.  First of all Jesus Christ never changed the Law when He came He said this:  “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass form the Law until all is accomplished.  Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  That was Matthew 5:17-19 if you want to check that out later.  Second, this Sabbath command was one of the signs of the Mosaic covenant.  It was not replaced with anything so we who are of the people of God should keep this command.  Third, worship and rest go together so if worship moves then rest moves.  Third, since this was a covenant sign, those who do not believe in Christ should not do it unless they repent and embrace Christ.  Fifth, this does not mean that we are forbidden from going out to dinner on Sunday because it is a restful thing to be waited on.  This is for Christians only.  If you are an unbeliever do not attempt to keep this command unless you embrace Christ truly and with all that you are, or else God will judge you for it because you have taken His name in vain.  Rick may differ from me on this view and since this is an area of liberty to some degree go with what Rick tells you.  This however, is still commanded and disobedience to is tied up in whether or not you are a follower of Christ or not, if you are not a believer then you are just in trouble because you cannot obey this command until Christ has saved you.


Now at this point we are going to shift gears a little bit.  The first four commands dealt with the worship of God, the rest of these commands are going to deal with the rest of life, which is still worship but not in a direct sense, but it is still spiritual.

The Commands of God Concerning Human Relationships

Now, we must understand that God gave these final 6 commands because He has an order established and He desires to keep that created order in place and not collapse it.  In these commands we will see the dignity that God has bestowed upon man and how that works out.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.”  Exodus 20:12


What does it mean to honor our parents?  In the Jewish culture it went beyond what we try to get away with today.  What it meant then was that while we were under our parents’ care we did everything that our parents commanded to the best of our ability.  Someone may ask, well what if that command contradicted the commands of God?  In Jewish culture that was not often worried about, most of the parents followed God’s Law during the times of obedience.  However if it did the child who knew the Law honorably disobeyed his parents.  This does not mean that he used it as a pretext for rebellion.  Also it meant that the child’s life was centered on the home.  This did not mean that family was exalted to the level of ancestor worship as it is in the far eastern cultures.  But it meant that in everything the family had priority.  This was the order that God established.  It meant usually that the son did not go to a far away land when he left home, and the daughter remained close to home until she was married.  It also meant that the children did not spend 70 percent of his time with friends and 30 percent of his time with family.  It was more balanced than that.


What is it that we try to get away with now?  Minimal obedience is the first thing.  We do what our parents tell us to do, and do that to the bare minimum so we can go do our own thing, that would be seen as an insult in the Jewish culture and the child would be properly punished for such behavior.  We try to get away with rebellion as children.  Now I understand the “tug of war” that happens when age sixteen rolls around but that is usually worked out before it turns into flagrant rebellion.  But there is a huge difference between tug of war and flagrant rebellion.  Tug of war is simply the tension of the children thinking they are ready for the world and the parents still trying to prepare them before they go off and tackle the world.  Flagrant rebellion however, is characterized by an unwillingness to submit to parental authority, and it is not just in the family, but it was characterized as being an open and public rebellion.  It was characterized by drunkenness, sexual immorality, and other things.  The elders of the city often knew of the trouble and if it was not stopped certain steps were taken by the elders to control this unruly youth.  If however, the youth would not repent and forsake his evil ways then the elders, with the consent of the parents had the rebellious child stoned with stones and burned with fire when the child was flagrant and unrepentant in his rebellion against his family.  This gives you an idea of God thought and what thinks of persistent rebellion.  God thought it worthy of death.  He still thinks this way too just because our society does not up hold his standards.  He will also punish according to His own timing, which is usually at the end of life.  He often punishes people in this life too, but it is not as obvious.  Stoning was done to protect the community from a race of rebels being raised up.  Some of the stories I heard when I was in high school of my fellow students rebellion makes me think many of them ought to have received this penalty if they were living in the Old Testament.  It is a stark reminder for me that God’s commands are to be obeyed as a Christian or else I too will await God’s discipline as a Christian, but not punishment.  We must also remember that this is a command with a promise.  Long life.  We will do well to understand what this says.  Let us move on to the Sixth Commandment.

“You shall not murder.”  Exodus 20:13


These four simple words pack a lot of punch to them once we begin to think them through.  At a first glance we may think that the Lord is making a simple prohibition of an external act of killing someone.  But really the command goes deeper than this.  In Matthew 5:21-22 Jesus explains the real heart and soul of this command.


“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’  But I tell say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”  

Jesus explains here that God was not merely commanding against a particular act, but that this act had thoughts behind it that stemmed from the heart of the individual and that these thoughts were enough to get a person into trouble with God’s Supreme Court.  These thoughts that Jesus Christ describes are thoughts that are extremely disrespectful to the individuals receiving them, and shows how people treat the image of God.  Jesus was saying here that even if you do not act on your feelings that disregard this individual’s life you are guilty.  So, what Jesus is saying is if you hate this person, you have murdered them.  Think about that for a moment.  If you disrespect someone so much as to hate them, you are guilty of murder in the eyes of God.  What is the biblical penalty for murder?  Death.  What is God’s ultimate penalty for it?  The lake of fire, it is His hot wrath in other words.  Remember just because you do not do the act, does not mean that you are not guilty.  If think or feel such hatred in your heart towards a person you are murderer.  And if you do hate, or have hated and have not dealt with it God’s way, you will someday be punished accordingly.

“You shall not commit adultery.”  Exodus 20:14


I want us all to wise up while we are on this commandment, we are dealing with a very solemn issue and that is the condition of your souls.  I understand that most of you are in Jr. High you obviously are not married and do not deal with this externally and I don’t know, may be some of you have dealt with the effects of this particular sin because of parents who were not faithful to what God commands of married couples.  You understand why God commanded this command.  But as with all of the other sins dealt with in these commandments it starts in the heart.  Jesus explains it for us again in Matthew 5:27-30.

“You have heard that it was said; ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  If your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.”
Jesus again is here dealing with thoughts and matters of the heart not just external acts.  Christ tells us that if you think it you have done it.  Think about it, men, you have lusted after some girl you know, or maybe it is not someone you know.  You have just committed adultery.  You have just invaded someone’s marriage relationship and destroyed it, and you have destroyed your own too.  I do not wish to get into gory details, but if you think it through that is what you do when you sin in that way.  It is just as if you committed the act in the mind of God.  The penalty of this commandment was the same, and that is death.  Are things starting to get scary?  I hope so.  If you have hated someone, you are a murderer, if you have lusted after someone you have committed adultery.  You have cheated on your future wife or husband by defiling it with something that is not yours.  I needn’t repeat God’s penalty.

“You shall not steal.” Exodus 20:15


This one is fairly simple, so I’ll be brief.  We have all stolen at one point in time or another.  The problem with stealing is that God does respect personal property even though it all belongs to Him and He wants us to respect one another’s property.  If you have a habit of stealing that all it means is that you do not respect that other person, or their property and ultimately that you do not respect God Almighty.  It is selfish and God hates it too.  Though the judicial penalties are not as stiff as murder and adultery, it will still at the end of life wind you up with God’s wrath upon you, just as all other sin will.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  Exodus 20:16


This is primarily a court law, but it still applies in all of life.  God wants us to be truthful in all things.  If we tell someone something about something in court, be it in earth’s courts, or in “church court” then it had better be truthful.  Also God wants us to truthfully represent people.  If you have a habit of gossiping then you have probably broken this commandment too.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house…wife…male servant…maid servant…ox…or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  Exodus 20:17


This command is all on the inside of you and you will not escape it.  If you desire something that belongs to someone else, then you are sinning because it is not yours and it will never be yours.  It is like lusting after an object rather than a person or a woman.  It is stealing within your heart.  If you have ever wanted a person clothes because they were better than yours you have sinned.


All of what I said tonight about these commands was to establish 3 things.  1) God is God-Centered and glorious.  2) We are sinners, and 3) because of those two facts that creates trouble for us humans because God will punish sin.  He has to because it is His holy nature to do so.  God hates sin, because it goes against His holy nature, and His Law reflects His holy nature.  So anything we do that goes against His Law is sin and must be punished.  We sin because of our sinful nature.  In fact, our whole being emotions intellect and will is so steeped in sin that everything we do it sin.  We have no faith in this state because in our natural state we resist God.  We do not want to have faith.  In fact, the highest spiritual thing we can desire is wanting to better our selves and escape hell.  But you know what?  We are so prideful because of our sin nature it is not even with in ourselves to trust in God to save us.  This condition that we are in is called to total depravity.  It is a state of spiritual arrest that God holds all of humanity under because of our sin and the sin of our father Adam.  You object and say:  “Its not right that God holds us responsible for Adam’s sin, we did not do what he did!”  I tell you be quiet before God because your sinful nature that you inherited from Adam is coming out right now.  Not only that, God does punish for our individual sins and not just our inherited sin.  I say all of this not to confuse or to complicate the matter but rather to put it into perspective.  It is as if spiritually speaking we have our hands tide behind our back, we are in a watertight closet with the room filling up with water slowly and we cannot get out of the room unless we ask to be let out.  We are on trial and we are trying to represent ourselves before the court and the judge will not compromise the law.  We are in a huge spiritual bind.  

We can do nothing to change ourselves or our status before the court.  We have no ability to save our selves because of our sin nature.  In fact even if we could “escape” charges, which we cannot, we would still be guilty of breaking the Law.  Why?  Because it tells us in James that when you break one command you break the whole Law.  How is that so, James?  Let me take a simple one.  Murder.  If you commit either the inward or the outward act of murder you are attacking another human being with the same dignity as a son of Adam.  Why is that?  Because we are all created in the image of God, and when you attack a fellow man you attack the Image of God, and when you attack the image of God, you are attacking God.  Also, you do not have a proper understanding of God.  God loves people and when you attack someone you hate them.  You also do not have a proper respect for God.  Or let me put it in the other direction.  If you worship other gods other than the Lord, you are operating according another standard other than God.  Now, we understand that all other gods are false and are simply ideas created in the image of man.  If you are already committing idolatry, which we already do, you will commit some other sins too.  For example if you are a Hindu, you will not uphold worship of the true God and you will be very man centered and will kill someone for killing animals.  If you are a humanist or an atheist (which is someone who does not believe in God) you will use your own desires and feelings or mans consensus as a standard of right and wrong, and because you are a sinner you will break God’s Law in someway if someone stands in your way in your objectives.  It has been done.  Hitler is an example of this Mussolini, Stalin.  All of these men were humanists.  And look what they did.  Abortionists massacre children because people ultimately do not believe in or understand God.  It is because they think they are God and there ideas are ultimate.  If you believe that you can run your own life without God, think again!  These people have and look where they have wound up.  All of those things that I have mentioned are ideas taken to a logical conclusion.  If you do not believe in God you will ultimately be an anarchist, and worse yet, God will sentence you the lake of fire hell for your sins.  It is God’s mercy right now that keeps Him from banishing us all to hell.  We are filthy thing in his sight because of our sin.  We are lost and we will be punished.

Our situation is desperate!  This should make you desperate as well.  We are under a death sentence that we cannot appeal, we cannot change ourselves what can we do?  The Bible also offers the solution to our problem.  God the very one who wrote the Law saw our plight, and took pity upon our sad, and dead race.  He knew that man deserved punishment, but he needed a Savior.  So He chose an innumerable multitude of people to be saved, and made an agreement with His Son, who is also God, and of the same essence that the Father is and made an agreement with the Holy Spirit who is also God.  That agreement was for the Son to die for the sins of those who would trust in Him who are the same ones that the Father chose.  The Holy Spirit agreed that after Son died for them He would effect faith in those whom God the Father had chosen.  Then just at the right time, the Holy Spirit caused the Virgin Mary to conceive and give birth to you baby boy whose name would be Jesus.  Jesus would live a perfect life and never once break the Law.  He would be the perfect Jew, and the perfect human.  He would perform miracles and do good to all and be perfect in all that He did.  This Jesus was God’s Only Son.  He was still God when He came down.  After living this perfect life, He would be sentenced by the Jews and handed over to the Romans by the predetermined plan of God to be crucified on the human charge of blasphemy.  He claimed to be God, but He was perfectly right in all of His claims to be God.  On the cross, we would die for the sins of the world.  He would die to atone for the sins of the elect, and He would die to stave off the wrath of God and keep the Father from destroying the whole world.  That does not mean that all are saved, but that all benefit from the cross.  After dying, He would be dead for three days and rise from the dead proving Himself to be God.  He would decisively defeat Satan, sin and death and inaugurate His Kingdom on earth.   When He ascended into heaven He would tell His men to preach the gospel and make disciples of all nations.  Someday when all nations are disciples He will return and judge the living and the dead.  And you will be there and I will be there.  You will either enter into the joys of heaven or be banished to the torment of hell and suffer God’s wrath for all eternity.

What do I do to be saved?  That is the question we must all ask.  You must repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  You must have a change of heart, and place all of your faith in Christ.  You cannot even change your own heart because of your nature.  Christ must change your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  You must appeal to Jesus Christ you must call out to Him and cry out to Him as your only hope!!!  He must grant you repentance.  The Holy Spirit will grant you repentance if God sees fit to save you.  You must come to God with the idea in mind that He will save you if you seek Him.  I encourage you to seek His face.  Pray to Him call to Him, cry out to Him throw yourself at His feet and beg for His mercy.  Christ is your only hope to be saved!

� John Piper, Desiring God Chapter 1 Page 33


� John Piper





