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Book Review, Rediscovering Pastoral Ministry


The main distinctive of and overall contribution of Rediscovering Pastoral Ministry was its emphasis on the totality of Scripture as its authority.  Also the Scripture text centered application of Scripture, was very relevant to the Bible, and was therefore applicable because the foundation of its application was correct.


I am finding the authors' authenticity to be very helpful.  One can tell by reading the book that these men have spent years studying the Bible and they have been through "the fires of exegesis" as one author put it.  I find this inspiring because I know that there is still hope for the Christian church.  I see an example that I can truly follow and not get into trouble for following that example.  This is not to say that LU's profs are not an example to follow, this is just to say that I know other people are being impacted by this God-centered approach to ministry and that these men do not emphasize the dead pragmatism that many churches emphasize.

Things to Affirm, things to disagree with:

Affirmations

1) Overall, I affirm the biblically exegetical approach to ministry that these men offer.  This is good because I see a "resistance movement" forming against the culture engulfed church.

2) I affirm the call and commitment of the book to fight the "market-driven" approach to ministry.  I find this very annoying among churches, and unfortunately I see this all too much at Liberty is the "feel-good" centeredness approach to ministry.  I affirm this because we as pastors simply cannot carry our ministry on the back of numbers we must have faithful people, and we cannot subvert what Scripture teaches in order to gain a greater following.  God must be the one to give the increase and build the church.

3) I love how the authors undercut the market-driven approach as being impotent.  They do this on page 17 of the book when Mayhue discusses the overemphasis of man centeredness, and the corresponding under emphasis with that.  He also discusses the dangers of man centeredness and how it will ultimately result in a Christ-condemned, impotent church.  I affirm this because it is biblical what he is saying, and all things must be faithful to Scripture.

4) I also affirm the important balance that needs to exist between ministry and family time.  This is important because the pastor is to be a living example for the people of his flock to follow.  This is a big affirmation for me because this man is speaking “exegetically.”  In other words he is taking his view from the biblical view and applying the biblical view in accordance with the passage, he then gives applies it to the pastor’s situation and then gives practical “ins” and “outs” of ministry.  This was on pages 153-155.  The paragraph that really catches my attention is on page 156 where Mayhue says:

“This writers’ approach is, “Get back to basics!  Get back to Scripture!”  I like Novak’s answers to Why the Family?” but another answer is much better. It is that the family is God’s only plan; so do not add to it or take away from it.  Do not go the way of the culture!  Do not go the way of psychology!  Continually return to Scripture as the benchmark of God’s will for the home.”

Mayhue goes on to illustrate the tremendous pressure that the early Puritans were under and goes not to state how the families’ survived and held together as an example of families thriving under tremendous pressure.  The reason why the Puritans thrived:  “Because they worked heard at mastering the fundamentals of Scripture regarding the family.”

5) It was good that James Stitzinger discussed the history of pastoral ministry.  I particularly enjoyed (enjoyed in the sense of joy over truth not necessarily toward consumer oriented feelings) that because he did several things.  

· He called upon the whole counsel of God to lay the groundwork of ministry.  He worked from the Old Testament describing Psalm 23:1’s image as “the underlying paradigm of pastoral ministry.”  He then develops this thought from this to God’s attributes of love and mercy using several Old Testament passages like Hosea’s love for his wife, love for children in the sense of disciplining them and causing them to love Him with an everlasting love.  

· From this he develops into the New Testament, which reveals Christ in all His wisdom, glory, power, and humility.  He shows how Christ works and how his work culminates in His atoning death for His sheep.  After describing Christ He defines and describes the different Greek words that come with the pastoral office.

· The author also describes the different terms along with the descriptive words that shed light onto pastoral ministry.

· The next thing he does is he draws from the History of the Christian church to lay the next phase of his groundwork.  He explains the Early Christian Church (AD 100-476) and how it moved from being a simple, spontaneous organism and its dangerous drift into settled institution.  He called upon the writings of the church fathers and stated how they applied the Scripture to the office of pastor.  However before the church and its ministers became corrupt many of the church fathers had excellent things to say about that pastoral office.  Stitzinger sites Polycarp (John the Apostle’s disciple) John Chrysostom, and Augustine of Hippo.  He stated how these men set the historical example for the Pastoral office, and how pastors need compassion, respect for superiors, and that they also must be knowledgeable in the word.  Augustine is sited as one who as a theologian, preacher, apologist, minister to the afflicted, teacher, judge, and spiritual leader.  Much to these men’s credit they are sited as an example historically of what it means to be a pastor who works for God.

· The Medieval Period (AD 476-1500)

This was really the period of time when one could say that this was the “down fall” of the church.  By now the structure of the western medival church was focused on the celibacy and authority of its clergy.  Also the rise of the papacy in 590 gave rise to the further corruption of the Christian church that was already plunged into worldliness.  However God kept a remnant though there were corrupt power brokers, and this remnant was among the monastic clergy.  These kept the Free Church tradition and were many times regarded as heretics. 

· The Reformation Period (AD 1500-1648)

This stemmed from the late-medieval piety, mysticism, and scholarship of the pre-Reformation (Medieval) period.  This can be divided into two perspectives the Magisterial Reformation and the Anabaptist Reformation.

· Magisterial Reformation

· Martin Luther and John (Jean) Calvin were the key players.

· Calvin (Reformed proponent) tended include only what Scripture explicitly taught.

· Luther (Lutheran proponent) tended to retain church tradition that was not specifically condemned by Scripture.

· Both agreed that any reformation should ultimately result in a church-state system.

· Anabaptist Reformation

· Anabaptism as the author of this article calls it draws heavily on the influence of Luther and of Ulrich Zwingli.  (This is ironic because both of them did not get along with each other.)

· Key Players

· Conrad Grebel

· Michael Sattler

· Balthasar Hubmaier

· Menno Simmons

· These sought to restore the New Testament Church to a church free of magisterial entanglements

· Characteristics of Anabaptists

· A visible covenantal community of believers

· A shared brotherhood practicing brotherly love

· A commitment to bad as an act of brotherly love

· A church of order where members submit to authority

· A suffering church under the cross

· A church practicing voluntarism or liberty of conscience

· A church practicing the two ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper

· The Modern Period (AD 1649-Present)

· The Puritans

· Calling the extravagance and elaborate tradition in the church an inadequate authority for religious belief, Puritans reasserted the primacy of the Word, resorting to the “strongest control at there disposal, the Bible.  They vowed to limit all church polity and worship practices to what could be directly based on statements or procedures found in the Bible.

· Puritans view the church as a “spiritual reality.”

· Puritans elevated the layperson’s role in the church and participation in worship.

· Puritans embraced the simplicity of worship.

· After the Puritans Stitzinger discussed some of the big preachers of the 18th and 19th Century (Bridges, Spurgeon, Morgan)

· After this he makes note of the liberalism creeping into the Christian church, and says that there are several truly evangelical pastors which are worthy of note, but will not be noted here for times sake.

6) I also applaud the chapter on what a pastor is do in his study time.  Since my term here at LU I have noted that many convocation speakers do not study their Bible.  They constantly speak on topics, which make for shallow teaching with little true effect on the heart.  It is very refreshing to see these men emphasizing on that which is important, and that is an understanding of the Bible, a true, clear cut understanding which comes through careful study and preparation.

Disagreements…

I found very little in the book to disagree upon.  MacArthur and his staff take a very God-centered, Scripture founded approach to everything in what they have written, and that makes it very difficult to argue with.  

The one thing I might disagree with is the literal interpretation of Proverbs 31:4-5 because I know of a few Christian leaders who do drink in moderation setting an example for the flock.  It is not well known that they do drink because of the uproar it would create in the assembly (they do mind the biblical injunctions against causing the brethren to stumble).   While we are on this issue though, I do hold that the Proverbs must be interpreted as observations of proverbial truth.  However I am still at a stage where I need to study out this issue of the Christian and alcohol because I hear so many things that seem to be conflicting in the Christian community, some falling to legalism, some falling to antinomianism.

What do I see absent in many pastoral ministries today that are emphasized in this book?  That is a loaded question.  Hopefully I can answer this satisfactorily in several paragraphs.


The first thing that I see in the church today is an obsession with image and standing with the people.  This problem comes in many forms:

1) It comes in the old-fashioned put on a strong façade to insure that others don’t see your weakness.  

2) Altering the message to insure a great following

Both of these are faulty views on of which that ultimately results in hypocrisy because the preacher/family is pretending to be someone they are not.  Humanness should be seen but, the pastor must be an example and this example must stem from an abiding strong relationship with God, not from a façade. 

The other issue of image and standing is the same problem only in a different from only instead of covering up only what is true about the preacher, the preacher covers what is true of Scripture to gain a greater following.



Mayhue deals with this problem indirectly when he states:

“Being strong in the ministry in this regard at the start of a ministry does not automatically make one immune to the pressures later on.  Rather, it demands that if a pastor is to stay strong by working hard on his marriage and family, then he must start strong.  The challenge is two fold.  First, seriously embrace the biblical standards for the Christian home and, second, deal realistically with the potential home wreckers of the contemporary culture.  All such efforts require continual dependence upon the Lord in prayer for His strength and grace.


That pretty much sums up what is to be the strength of the pastor’s family.  When God is the source of strength and the source of joy, and the all-surpassing sufficiency and satisfaction of that pastor and family, a façade will be out of place because they are truly relying upon God for strength, and from that will flow all that is needed to set an example for ministry.  That is not to say though that we are not active in our sanctification as a family and individuals because we are.


The problem of image and standing through altering the message of the Gospel is frequently treated through out the book.  Specifically, on page 17 it is dealt with in 5 ways.  The undercutting problem two is taken care of by the whole book, but it is emphasized on page 17.  The results of a man-centered approach to ministry having its conclusion in hypocrisy are delineated in the following paragraphs after the five things.  It is not explicitly stated but it is implied.


“Because of these escalating trends, the church is increasingly in danger of equating religion with Christianity and “going to church” with salvation.”

 
This is the hypocrisy the church is headed toward a church that names the name of Christ but is not because of its emphasis on human felt need rather than on the things of God.  It looks, good, feels good, but is NOT good because it is devoid of Christ’s saving power. Why is it devoid?  It is devoid because the center of worship has shifted from God to emotional experience.  I see the dangers of this trend emphasized, and I see God-centeredness emphasized strongly through out the pages of this book.


Another thing I see lacking in the church is the alert sirens and battle cries going out because of these trends.  This book sounds the battle alert clearly through its biblical-historical perspective on ministry.  It does not deviate into pragmatism.  On pages 5,7,8,910,17, and through out the book a warning for a call back to Bible-centered ministry goes out.  This is a very general thing that I see called for in the book.


On of the things that I see emphasized in this book that I do not see emphasized in today’s pastoral ministries is the need for study.  This obviously goes with the market-driven approach to ministry.  One does not need to study if they make there message more marketable.  However this is not the case.  When a pastor departs from the study of Scripture as the center of his ministry it will begin to fail and deviate.  This is not just in topical study, but actual exegesis and exposition of Scripture.  When Scripture is allowed to cut to the heart, it hurts.  This is the only way that lives will be changed is through the exposition and proclaimation of the Holy Writ.  Otherwise we face serious trouble.  The Introduction to the book chapters 7,12, 15 really emphasize strongly the importance of Biblical exegesis.  When one fails to let the text do the talking and makes the text say what it wants then the power is sucked from the preaching, because it is no longer the word of God that is being taught, but rather the teachings of men.  In order for men to do this well, they must “study to show themselves unto God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed yet who correctly handles the word of truth.”


Chapter 7 maybe outlined as follows:

I. The Mandate of Disciple Making

II. The Demands

a. Godly Character

b. Biblical Knowledge

c. Ministry Skills

III. Conclusion

This chapter gives much discussion to the pastor in training being discipled and mastering the skills of language exegesis and general ministry.

Chapter 12 Strongly Emphasizes through a discussion between John MacArthur and his former instructor Robert L. Thomas the importance of the preparatory process, the lessons that MacArthur learned while in Seminary influencing his time in the pastor’s study now, pastor’s study and how that relates to other pastoral duties, and ends with a final perspective on the whole thing.

Something we may learn from this is the importance of the experiences of others in ministry.  John MacArthur did not get a lot of sleep in seminary.  This challenges me because after reading the article I think I over rate sleep!  Also we may understand the importance of a practical outlet of ministry training.  MacArthur was on staff at church while in seminary, that is a big challenge to me, because I know now he was a busy man.  The overall perspective of the end of the chapter was this:

“Through learning the meaning of the text so that he can communicate it to others, the Bible expositor will find his relationships to others greatly enhanced.  His ability to understand the Word of God will deepen his personal relationships with those whom he serves, even though it may mean he does not have as much time to spend with them individually.”

Reading this really wants to make me get up and shout for joy because of its biblical priority.  It all makes sense.  Everyone whines about “lets have a bunch of ‘how to’ methods in order to make it practical.  Well as a pastor understands the word, it will become practical, because right thinking leads to right living.

Something that I see absent in today’s pastoral ministries that comes out in our market driven culture is the de-emphasis of personal pastoral prayer time, and an over emphasis on trying to force the hand of God.  James Rosscup emphasizes the Pastor’s Prayer Life from a personal perspective.  He first expounds upon and discusses John 15:7-8.  He discusses the three ways a believer abides in Christ, and how it results in Gods glory, and how we grow greatly in Christ’s image, and how such prayer authenticates the believer.  The answered prayer and resulting closeness to Christ through prayer ultimately results in the believer’s authentication as a believer.  After this he describes warfare prayer from Ephesians 6:10-20 what it is and who it is for and for whom it is made.  It is really a good chapter, and not to beat a dead horse, but it is glorious because it goes back to the Scripture, and gets its meaning and application from there.  He is ultimately making the center of prayer God’s glory and not the man centered, need centered motive.  It is ultimately a God centered pursuit, exactly what it needs to be, because as we seek God he will meet our ultimate true need, and that is not always our feelings, it is our spiritual needs.

As I write this paper, I realize that I just went a little out of order.  Instead of discussing the prospective improvement of my ministry future ministry I discussed the absences I see in ministry.  I wish to delineate the prospective improvements that I foresee in my ministry.

1) I foresee a strong emphasis on my marriage and family.  I have several motives for this other than saving headache in ministry.  My family and home life were not the best when I was growing up.  I was raised in a non-Christian home so I really did not understand God until my conversion.  I plan on raising my kids to be godly kids as God gives me and my future wife the grace to do so.  Also my parents fought a lot, between each other and in front of me and I hated it when they fought.  It made me mad and it made me want to cry.  By following the principles laid out in the Scripture I plan on having such a good relationship with my wife that it will be unnecessary to yell, but rather we would be able to talk things out, and work things out bad emotions and all.  And if we did fight it would not be in front of the kids.  I plan on this good relationship coming about through a foundation of communication and trust being laid before we are married and in the infantile stages of being married.  But also throughout the marriage with God’s grace we would continue to build upon the strong foundation and not tire of each other.  I say “by God’s grace” because it is only through his provision of strength that we are able to do anything.  The raising of godly kids will come with teach the Scriptures even while they are babies as Eunice did with Timothy.  I plan on living out a godly life before my children as well.  This will not be a superficial “religiousness” if I mess up in such a way that it affects the family I will make confession before the family and repent.  That way I will be setting and example even in repentance.  Some other things I plan on doing with the kids:

· When the time comes when they are teenagers I will have straight talk with my son about the opposite gender and the other things that come with that.  If I have a daughter, my wife will assist me.

· I will spend as much quality time with my kids as possible.  I will play the games they want to play as well as “invite” them to learn some of the fun things I enjoy.  In a sharing manner not in a way that causes them to dislike what I dislike.  Hopefully a godly example will encourage them to hang out with me.

· Family meals together, nightly.  Always.

· Open-ended discussion that helps us expresses ourselves.

These are just a few of the many things that I plan on doing while I am married.  I am sure that my future wife will help me be creative in this respect as well.

2) The second thing I plan on doing is devoting 30 hours a week to the ministry of the word and prayer.  I know this sounds crazy but I want my ministry to be centered on Christ and His written word.  I want to have the fullest understanding of the Scripture possible before I get up to preach.  I also plan on repenting of a grade I received in my Greek course as a result of this book.  Also I plan on working all the way up to a Doctorate (while in ministry) so I will have as extensive knowledge as possible.

3) The other 10 will be devoted specifically to non-study related tasks.  I would probably delegate the bulk of my non-study responsibility to the deacons.  But I would leave time for counseling appointments and such.

4) I will never preach a topical sermon on its own power.  If I do I will make sure that it is done exegetically, and in the proper context of Scripture.

5) I plan on writing a book on my ministry experence (after I am about 52 years old)

6) Evangelism will be a key part of my ministry, not every service will be evangelistic, but every sermon will be Christ-centered, and will point to us being a “living gospel” dying to sin, and raising again to new spiritual life in Jesus Christ.   I would emphasize the evangelism be on the shoulders of the whole church, including the pastor.  All means would be invoked, personal evangelism, mass evangelism (minus pragmatic methods) and church planting among the others that MacArthur mentions.

7) I plan on writing series of commentaries on the whole Bible.

8) I plan on knowing my apologetics.

9) I will be deep in my preaching and cause the people to think deeply.

10) Sunday School will be deeper than silly “how-to” methods.

I plan on keeping this book for future reference.  The reasons are simple, the whole book is centered on Scripture, applies it correctly, and is not pragmatic in its approach as with Criswell’s book.  I am confident that it will be valuable tool for me as a go into ministry and as I look back upon my ministry in my old age.  I plan on mastering the book and its contents as I have the opportunity to do so.  The book is very specific in “how-to” do things.  But it is all from the Bible, not from man’s fallen head.

