A Treatise on Home schooling

A persuasive speech by Nikki Marquis, put into essay form by Dale Melchin.

This was a speech given at Blackhawk College on December 2002.

You may be a home schooler if you’ve ever had to clear laundry off your desk before school, you’ve ever gone to school in your pajamas or if your teacher has ever gone to school in her pajamas.

Home schooling is growing in popularity all across the United States and as it spreads it continues to be successful.  I was home schooled for 3 years and during that time my knowledge increased I developed social skills and was able to observe household activities. Since then I have not only researched home schooling but have decided I want to one day home school my own children.

Now home schooling is not foreign to the Quad Cities and in fact is continuing to spread.  I hope through this essay you will see home schooling is a great alternative to public education.  I want to cover these following areas:

1) The Development of home schooling

2) The Benefits of home schooling

3) Finally, some common misconceptions of home schooling.

The Development of home schooling

Home schooling has been around since the beginning of time.  According to humanistic tradition most cultures did not educate women and in most societies only wealthy men were educated.  It wasn’t until the late 1800’s and early 1900’s that public education began to spread giving everyone the right to be educated.

Before that most learning was done at home.  Women learned from their mother how to cook and do housework.  While sons tended to learn their father’s trade.  With the rise of public education home schooling slipped into the shadows.  According to an article by Brian C. Anderson found at www.city-journal.org only 25 years ago was a fringe phenomenon.  “In the early eighties, though the ranks of home schoolers began to swell with Christian fundamentalists dissatisfied with value-free public schools.  Today the full array of American family from religiously orthodox Catholics and Jews to thoroughgoing secularists are joining in home schooling their kids. The reasons for choosing home schooling vary according to research done by Time Magazine.  Also according to www.ncpa.org “no one knows how many students are being taught at home rather than traditional classrooms.  Figures range from 750,000 to 1.5 million.

Home schooling is a legal practice in all 50 states each state has its own regulations such as standardized testing.  Illinois is one of the States without regulations.  According to Time Magazine the high numbers of home schoolers is creating a huge loss in school budgets but according to www.freerepublic.com “Although home schoolers limit public school enrollment and therefore reduces the amount of state money the government provides home schooling also reduces pressure for new buildings and staff.  Although the home school debate goes on, the number of home schoolers is growing each year.  Since this is happening “A recent survey by the National Center for Home Education found that 68 percent of colleges now accept parent-prepared transcripts or portfolios in the place of an accredited diploma.”

The Advantages of Home schooling

There are many advantages to home schooling  Home schoolers tend to have a higher SAT score.  Home schoolers scored an average of 1,083 which is 67 points above the national average of 1,016.  The home environment tends to be more conducive to student progress.  The family is also strengthened by the home schooling practice.

Home schooling does not limit the children’s learning.  It in fact stimulates it.  Students in public school classrooms work at the pace of the class, but home school allows children to work at their own pace.  Let me illustrate this with a personal example.  When I was home schooled I discovered how much I loved math.  As a result I was able to work ahead while not allowing other subjects to fall behind.

Now, I am many of the readers out their can relate to coming home form a long day at school to find a pile of homework that will take all night  to finish.  Home schooling allows to work at a subject until it is finished leaving lots more family time.  The obvious results are more time spent with the family and that relationship being strengthened.  Some of the implicit results manifest themselves further down the road.  For example young children who spend most of there time at school will inevitably learn the practices of there peers and may eventually follow them and do things that are not consistent with the family values.  In the case of home schooled children parents have a greater opportunity to shape the character of the children in such a way that is consistent with there set of family values.  Young boys who learn to respect and love mother will respect and love their  wife.   Children who learn to interact in a way that is conducive to a quiet and ordered family home will eventually to contribute to an ordered society.  Boys who have strong father figures will emulate their fathers and will eventually make the world a better place.  These advantages are also something that please the Lord Jesus Christ.

Two Common Misconceptions about/objections to Home schooling

Misconception/Objection #1  

Social Depravation

The first misconception is that children will be socially deprived and there not know how to react around people.  This is far from true all over America there are home school co-ops and organizations bring home school families together.  Iowa-Illinois QC Home schoolers is one such organization.  They offer classes once a week that are designed to be fun and educational.  One class offered was yearbook.  They also provide field trips and the environment for home schoolers to meet other home schoolers.  Not only do home school organizations provide the opportunities for social interaction, but parents who have guests over provide opportunities for social interaction.  Church going home school families have plenty of opportunity interact with children their own age as well as other adults.  These are much better opportunities are much better due to the fact the parents can supervise and correct behavior if necessary.  With parental involvement it provides plenty of teaching opportunity for children to learn how to interact with people of all ages.  The objection to social depravation is just a straw man argument at best and a very faulty misconception.

Misconception/Objection #2 

A lack of “teacher training” on the part of parents disqualifies them from educating their children


The second misconception is that in order to educate your children at home you yourself have to be education in how to teach.  This is simply a nonsense statement.  With all resources on the market for home schooling it is actually very easy to teach.  First, you have satellite schools where you send them your students work, the school grades it and the student can also receive his or her diploma in the end.  Second you have teaching videos where a teacher shows your children how to work out problems or provides instruction.  There also simply many easy to understand curricula out there that parents can use if they wish to instruct children themselves.  Also the parents may learn to write their own curricula.


 Given the evidence it is my hope that you see home schooling as a great alternative to public education.  It provides many benefits educationally as well as for strengthening the family.  Although home schooling may not be right or possible for everyone it still is a great asset to our society.

