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Man’s Depravity 


One of my primary motivations for writing this paper was to counteract some of the popular "theology" that is so prevalent in today's Christian culture.  One of the major problems of today's culture as a whole is subjectivism and pluralism, which stems from Post-Modernism.  I however, do not intend to address our cultural problem; rather I wish to address the problem inside of the Christian community.  These problems ultimately stem from bad presuppositions in popular thought, which dim our ability to see truth clearly.


As I previously stated, our problems stem from bad presuppositions.  These are encapsulated in the following catch phrases:

1) God predestines people to salvation by foreknowledge.

2) Jesus died for everyone's sins, your sins, mine, the unsaved guy across the street.

3) God choose to limit Himself so that our decision will be a willing act of love.

4) People need to be brought to a decision.

5) "I will give my heart to God." Charles Finney

6) "It is a will not, not a cannot" Charles Finney

7) The mind cannot fully understand the things of God (which it can't but it used as an excuse to not think.)

These are just a few of many catch phrases flying around Liberty and around Christendom in general.  These are only the outflow of the internal problem.


The presupposition problems start with a view of God that is off kilter from Scripture.  These presuppositions may be stated as follows.

1) A limited view of God.

2) An elevated view of man.

3) The intellect has no place in understanding theology.

4) Hermeneutic problems (which carries with it a whole set of presuppositions)

5) A misunderstanding of Scripture, which stems from hermeneutic presuppositions.

6) Contradictory statements in Biblical understanding are ok.

7) A misunderstanding of the atonement.

Now that the groundwork is laid for these problems, we will explore how these presuppositions are wrong, how they relate to other issues as well as practical things in the Christian life, what they specifically go against, and show what Scripture really teaches about these issues.


It is given that the audience to whom this paper is addressed holds high the authority of Scripture, so no attempt will be made to re-establish the authority of the Bible.  I wish to restate some good rules for understanding Scripture:

1) Remember literary devices

· A proverb is a proverb (which is a general observation and is not always true).

· That which is not literal must not be made to be literal (i.e. symbols, metaphors, similes) these must be understood and interpreted in the context of the culture from which these pictures came.

· That which is literal, interpret literally (narrative, letter, or whatever that is not symbolic or metaphorical)

2) Understand that words must be understood in the context of the culture from which they came, not our modern day culture.

3) Words must be understood in the context of the Scripture as well, how are they used.  This applies in the immediate context of the passage, and the overall context of the Bible.

4) We must also seek the author's intent in the passages.

I would ask that you keep these in mind when we get into the exposition and explanation of various passages.  Interpretation is either correct or incorrect.  Only Scripture is the judge of correct interpretation.  If our understanding goes against what the whole and particulars of Scripture teaches, scrap the idea and bring it into conformity with the whole and particular of Scripture.  With this introduction laid, the thesis is as follows.

Thesis:  The current understanding of God is man centered; man-centeredness leads to the destruction of the Gospel, therefore, the current understanding is wrong and drastically needs correction.


The problems of the modern day view of God is primarily bound up in how sovereign that He is.  Many would say that God is omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent, and they would say that "God is Sovereign" but will stop when it comes to the things of salvation.  The common view is that God predestines His elect by foreknowledge and that is it.  The primary verse is Romans 8:28-29:

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Verse 29 is commonly the emphasized verse here in this text and is put over the rest of the passage.  It is understood that God's perfect knowledge of the future included all who would choose to believe in His Son and in so choosing to do so God predestined them unto salvation.  The reason for this being done is because of another presupposition that is in place and that is the "free will" of man, which will be treated later in this paper.  I included verse thirty to show that the thought is not complete when most people quote that verse.


There are three exegetical errors that occur when verse 29 is elevated to understand the rest of the passage.  

1) A clause is elevated to a statement, which makes what is being said an incomplete thought, because the rest of the passage is forbidden from contributing to the rest of the thought being conveyed and an incomplete thought by nature of being incomplete which is another word for not enough or insufficient; is nothing to base an entire theological position upon.  

2) In this case when an incomplete thought is elevated above the rest of the paragraph the discussion in the rest of the paragraph is thrown off kilter, in this case, to make man the center, and not God's action the center of the discussion.  This is a problem because the understanding of the passage that is yielded is false and God commands us to walk in truth.

3) It pulls the passage out of the context of the rest of Scripture, leading to a faulty understanding of the rest of the passage.  This is related to the above discussion, but it is not the same whereas error 2 is a localized problem, error 3 is carried to Scripture as a whole.  This is bad because the voice of Scripture is not heard correctly with this bad presupposition.  This yields the same problem of falsehood entering the mind over truth.

With these errors in mind, I hope to display some false conclusions and applications that are made when Romans 8:29 is elevated to the equal status of a statement.

1) When the other particulars of this passage (which is talking about God's action upon man not to man) are forbidden from contributing to the rest of the passage it elevates man to the central actor, when man is the one being acted upon by God, and reacting to God.

2) Man's faith is made the factor in salvation, and God is merely reacting to it because He is bound to some 'obligation' that He has to man.  If we correctly understood the profoundness of our rebellion then we would know God is under no obligation to give us anything except hell because we are sinners who hate God (Romans 8:6-9).

2) Man's faith being the center of salvation logically brings forth conditional salvation if carried to other passages of Scripture, and this is not what the passage is saying at all.

Commentary on Romans 8

Romans 8:1-8

In order to rightly understand Romans 8:28-31 we must first go the beginning of the chapter.  The first sentence says:

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.








Romans 8:1


We see from the outset of Romans 8 Paul is discussing the deliverance of those who are in Christ Jesus from God's wrath through Jesus Christ.  However, Paul is working from previously said things.  In the immediate context Paul's "Therefore" is referring back to what He said about being in conflict with himself, between the conflicting desires in his nature.  But then Paul is the working from a previous thought in 7:1-13, about who the believer is united to Christ, which works from Romans 6 which is discussing the believer's relationship to sin, which is built from Romans 5 which discusses the results of justification, which is built from Romans 4, which discusses Abraham's righteousness through faith, which is built upon the Romans 3:21-31 which is discussing justification by faith, which is built from the guilt of the world before God in 3:1-20, which is built from Romans 2 showing God's impartiality and the Jews guilt under the law which stems from Romans 1:18-32 which discusses the consequences of sin, which is built from the exaltation of the Gospel in 1:1-17.  Which has its origin in Christ, who, came from the Godhead.  This establishes a God-centered premise from which the whole book of Romans is built upon.


Now that we have worked backwards through Romans let us, move forward from Romans 8:1.  In verses 2-4, we see the completion of this thought of deliverance when Paul states:

2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.


Paul is making an explanation of why; those who are in Christ are no longer under condemnation.  Notice the first phrase:


"2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus..." I am separating this from the rest of the sentence in order to show this is the subject of the sentence.  This law spoken of as having done an action, this action is stated in the next part of the phrase:


"...Has set you free..." Simply stated this is the action, which this previously said law has done.  The Holy Spirit is being shown here has having done a working liberation for the Christian, but it was not in reference to man's faith of himself.  It was God's action.  In this particular instance, Paul is directing these statements to the Roman Christians, but by way of inspiration, and by way of Paul describing an objective action of God's salvation, these words are for us today.  Let us move into the next phrase.


"...From the law of sin and of death."  This answers from what the Roman Christians (and us) have been freed and that is "the law of sin and death."  Let us park here to unpack what the meaning the law of sin and death.

"...The law..." The first question we must ask is what is a law.  Law is something that sets a standard, or is intended to be a rule by which people are to live.  In the broader context of Romans and the Bible it refers to the Law of God such as the whole system of commands that God gave Moses to gave to Israel.  When Paul speaks of law here, he is speaking of the system under which human beings are born which is the law of sin and death.  

"...The law of sin and death."  This completes the thought of what kind of law we are talking about. Adam sinned against God he transgressed and became a sinner, as a result sin entered the world through Adam, and because of that we are all born as sinners and we all sin, which leads to death.

 Romans 5:12-14 illustrates this clearly:

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. (See Genesis 3 and the book of Exodus for a fuller explanation.)


All that Paul is saying here is that Adam brought sin into the world, and then because it people died, because everyone is sinful, but people were not declared to be sinners until the Law (of God) was given, but people sinned that is shown because people died, even if people did not go against specific command God gave like Adam did.  This is the system we are all born under.  


All this is said to establish the system, which we are born under, the law of sin and death, and the system that we are brought into when God saves a person, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  Because of this, we are therefore freed from the law of sin and death.  This does not mean that Christians will be incapable of sinning, but it means several things.

1) We are no longer bound to obey sin as master; we are bound to obey Christ.

2) We are delivered from the penalty of sin, (death) because at the end of time our bodies will be raised when Jesus returns.

3) We may grow in Jesus Christ and as we grow in Him we will be progressively delivered from doing sinful things here on earth, but that does not mean that we will be sinless.

Let us move on to verses 3 and 4

3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.


3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh..."


Law in this specific case is referring to the Law of Moses.  It is the Law that God gave to Israel that they so horribly failed to keep.  Read the Old Testament to see this truth.  To sum up why they fail it is because the Jews, like all other humans were sinners by nature, and this is what made the law weak, because it could not save.  This "weakness" of the Law is shown in Romans 3:19-20:

19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.


We see a two-fold purpose of the Law in this passage.  1) To hold the world guilty of its sinfulness, and 2) to show man his sinfulness in that he will never be justified before God by obeying the Law.  With this in mind, let us move on to the next phrase in Romans 8:3 and discuss what God did.

"...God did:” This phrase is very key to the understanding of the whole of this passage.  We see that because the Law was weak and unable to save anyone, God acted.  If God desired to merciful He had to act somehow.  This is again, not to say that man has any sort of obligation before God, but rather to say if God wanted to be God and be consistent with His nature and His ways, He had to do something.

"...Sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin..."


This shows us that action that God took to save people.  Very simply God the Son came down as an offering for sin.  We see this truth prophesied in Isaiah 53, and in other Old Testament places and we see it fulfilled in The Gospels.  (Matthew 1, Mark1, Luke 2, John 1).  These describe the birth, incarnation, and other important truths that go along with God sending His Son.

"...In the likeness of sinful flesh..."


This in 6 simple words describes for us the Incarnation of God the Son.  He became flesh and lived among us.  Notice though that Paul says "in the likeness of sinful flesh."  This shows us that he had all of the attributes of man that were not sinful, but He did live among us with a physical body and eventually died on the cross.

"...And as an offering for sin..." 


The word and here connects the two phrases.  It holds significance here because it completes the "how" of "sending His own Son."  The phrase "offering for sin" gives us a way of seeing the atoning death of Christ.  In the Old Testament God commanded the Jews to make offerings to God for their sins.  Although God did say that the blood of the animals brought atonement, it came with the fact that these people had faith in God, and there were even those among the nation of Israel who did not have true faith in God.  Therefore, the atonement of these animals was only for those who had true faith, and even that faith was God caused.  Ultimately, these sacrifices however, had only typological significance.  Why? Because God was ultimately looking ahead to the death of Christ.  The sacrifices were ultimately a picture of Christ's atoning death.  The book of Hebrews speaks of this when the author says:  


"For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the same very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near."  Hebrews 10:1.


The author of Hebrews says this after describing Christ's ministry as a better.  It is better because it was the "real deal" so to speak.  The sacrifices were only a shadow of it.  We may take this shadow illustration as happening in the light of the cross.  The same way bright light produces a shadow on the ground when object gets in the way of the light, we may say that the Old Testament sacrifices were to the cross.  They pointed to Christ, Christ was its ultimate source, and He ultimately fulfilled or completed that covenant.

...He condemned sin in the flesh..."


For times sake the discussion of all the implications of this phrase will be limited to a few words.  When offerings were made in the Old Testament, we see this:


God's displeasure for sin displayed through the death of the sacrificial animal.


This is how God condemned sin in the flesh through Jesus Christ.  When He died, God displayed His displeasure for sin by the death of His Son.  The we see therefore the penalty for sin being God's displeasure, yea, even wrath, and we see this truth displayed in Jesus Christ.  He not only condemned the action of sin, he also condemned, the attitude of hostility toward God, which is sin on its own.  He in a sense put on display what the ultimate result of sin is, and that is destruction.  Christ's body was destroyed (not annihilated, but ruined) when He died.  And this is what will happen to people in hell apart from Christ they will bear their own penalty and "live" in eternal ruin.

4"...so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit."


This describes God's purpose in condemning sin.  God's requirement still stands. It must be fulfilled.  "Us" is who will fulfill it.  When Paul uses this pronoun, immediately he speaks of himself, and of the Roman Christians to which he is writing, however, since he is describing salvation objectively, these words are for us.  Paul completes this "us" thought in the next phrase by saying: "who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit."  This is a definite attribution of qualities to the word us, not a mere possibility.  If you are a Christian you walk according to the Spirit.  Those who walk according to the Spirit fulfill the Law.  Why? Because the Spirit of Jesus Christ lives inside of them.  What about Christians who do not "fulfill the law"?  The book of Romans chapter seven answers this question.  Paul had a conflict inside of him between his two desires, the one for God and the other to commit sin.  The rest of the passage will explain this as we go on. 

Romans 8:5-8 "For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind is set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God."

“For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh…”


Paul is speaking about a specific kind of person here.  This person is one who does things in harmony with the flesh.  This is an internal problem though; the reason why this person does things like that is because his mind is on those things.  If you are a person who is unsaved it is impossible to stop doing the evil that you do because your mind is sinful.  Even if one “abstains” from doing wrong they still thing about the evil that they do, and the attitude they have about the particular evil is the same.  Let me bring it home with a personal example.  Say you have a friend who is not a Christian, and you confront him with his need for salvation and in the process of doing so, you name a particular sin that he is known for doing, and you tell him it is wrong and if he does not repent God will judge him at the end of his life.  You finish you presentation, and your friend thanks you, but he does not accept what you tell him and he responds with that “God understands” his particular sin.  He did not accept what you said because his mind is locked in on the flesh, and so lived out what was in his mind.  We see the total depravity of man pointed out here; we will discuss this further through out the rest of the paper.  To sum it up, the man said here does what it is in his mind, and that is sin.


To establish something, this is not to say that every man is as bad as he could be, but it establishes that man is bad off.  If I am a “morally perfect” in everyway possible but I do not have Christ it may gain me favor with men but no favor with God.  Why? Because even as I am trying my best to live a good life, God is not pleased with it because it is a motive not centered on God.  Another example may be the religious person who does all these good works to gain favor with God.  This seems good at the outset, but why is God displeased with it?  Because the person (the I) is trying to gain God’s favor, so He won’t send them to hell.  It isn’t even really a desire to please God, in a relational sense.  It is a desire to please God in the sense of a business transaction.  It is trying to pacify an angry deity so he won’t destroy that person.  A person may be a morally good person or good-natured person, and still not merit God’s favor, and it is ultimately because they cannot.  This discussion of man’s inability will be carried in the next few verses.

“…But those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.”


Paul finishes his contrast between sinful man and the spiritual man.  We may rightly see the proposition in the phrase as this:


Those who are according to the Spirit have their minds set on the things of the Spirit.  It is that simple.  The one who is doing things in harmony with the Spirit has his mind on the things of the Spirit.  This is more than being well intentioned.  It is a radical change of mind or nature that has taken place here.  As a matter of fact, “according to the Spirit” has more to do than mere actions.  As we established previously one who is of the flesh may do things that look outwardly good, but inwardly they are evil.  Doing things according to the Spirit is a deep-rooted change in the mind that brings itself out in a righteous life.  This does not designate perfection, however, it involves so much more than externals.  It involves a heart that though it is being recovered from the effects of sin, it loves Jesus, and it is learning to have a unified passion for God.  Mind here as before refers to a persons being, so if a person is outwardly living by the Spirit, then more than likely it comes from that radical change in the heart (mind) where the person desires God.  Those who are truly in Christ though not perfect when doing that which is according to the Spirit, it stems from the mind being set upon the things of the Spirit.  

I wish to make some distinctions here.  1) Christians can sin; I will repeat this through out the paper.  The point I am making here is this.  Christians, true Christians will have their desires set on the things of God.  The comment I wish to make is on the language here.  Set in our day and age has the idea of being “locked into” doing something. Christians are not always locked into committing sin.  2) Unbelievers on the other hand do have their desires set or locked into the things of the flesh always. The reason being discussed later but to sum it up the nature of the mind of a Christian is different from that of an unbeliever.  The Unbelievers give little thought of sin.  If they do it is usually a “scarring of the conscience” but no true repentance takes place.  Christians on the other hand have a deep sense that something wrong has happened which causes them to repent, and to do so truly.  Not only that the Holy Spirit lets them know they have sinned. The inherent nature of the saved mind and the unsaved mind are different, as we will see in the next 3 verses.

Romans 8:6-9: For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind is set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God."

“For the mind set on the flesh is death…”

Paul is also using an equative language here.  We may break the phrase into a formula that looks like this:

Mind set on flesh=death


Paul uses equative language to point out the nature of the fleshly mind, which is death.  

Paul is making another contrast here between the mind of the Spirit and the mind of flesh.  Because of the minds nature death is also the end result of the fleshly mind.  If a person carries on in sinful ways it will eventually deal death to that person.  Death comes in several forms.  1) Spiritual death- Since this sinful mind is separated from the mind of Christ who is the Author of Life, the natural conclusion of such a disconnection is death.  It is like the flower that has been picked.  It retains some life for a while, but eventually the petals fall off the flower and it dies.  Death gives way to decomposition.  In the case of the human life, death spiritually means eternal ruin in hell.  2) Physical death—Many sinful activities involve things where risks are taken.  Here, are some symptoms of the mind being in the flesh.  For example adultery could end in death by a jealous husband beating the brains out of a man who decided to mess around with his wife.  This may possibly result in the death of the wife.  Robbery may end in death during a firefight with police officers.  You name the sin; it has possible consequences, which kills something.  Lying ruins relationships, gossip kills friendship, excessive selfishness brings death to marriages.  Just the fact that we are sinners no matter how bad we are, we will all die someday as well.

“…But the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace…”


Paul continues the contrast here by showing what happens when one walks by the Spirit.  People whose minds are set on the Spirit have redemptive thinking, have redemptive actions, and live in such a way that it brings life to those around them.  They do not drain people.  But more than that they have true favor with God because He has set their minds on His things.  He also brings peace to other Christian relationships, but more over, he has peace in his own mind.  He worries not, and he will not come to that eternal ruin called hell, rather, he will enter into eternal life, because He knows Jesus Christ, and He has given that person eternal life.

Paul uses an equative language here when he says, “the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.”  The equative key word being is because a mind set on the Spirit is or equals life and peace.  The quality or content of that mind has been changed from fleshly content to that which is of the Spirit.

“…Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God;” 

This is a simple phrase about man’s state toward God.  It’s a continuing part of Paul’s contrast between the Spirit led mind and the fleshly mind.  Hostility toward God is a quality of the fleshly mind.  But why is the fleshly mind hostile toward God?  In order to find the answer, go back to the first phrase, speaking of the fleshly mind: 

“For the mind set on the flesh is death.”


This is ultimately why men whose minds are of the flesh are hostile.  One may look at Romans 1:18-19 for further understanding: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.”


In this passage we see God wrath, and the reason for God’s wrath.  God’s reason for his wrath is men’s unrighteousness, and the suppression of truth because God has made it evident inside there hearts.  But they suppress it.  The “internal” language here speaks of man’s conscience.  But because man’s nature was wicked, he rejected what his conscience told him, and so suppressed the truth in unrighteousness because he did not want the truth.

“…For it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”


Here we see the out flow of the hostile mind and that is man’s inability to keep the law of God.  The concept here is simple:

1) Fleshly mind=death

2) Therefore mans nature apart from God is death

3) Therefore man is hostile to God

4) Therefore mans mind is unable to subject itself to God’s law

5) Finally because of this man cannot please God.


“…And those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”


This is simply the culmination of mans nature.  It is in bondage to sin and cannot please God, and because fleshly man cannot he will not. Here we establish man’s inability to merit any favor from God at all in himself.  We may thereby establish these truths:

1) We see that those who are in Christ Jesus are the only ones who desire to please God

2) Therefore, Man on his own and in his own strength will reject God because of his depravity. V 5-8

3) Therefore, God’s election cannot be based on a mere “foreknowledge” of man’s faith.

4) IF God’s election depended upon God’s reaction to man’s future faith, man would be meriting favor with God, and God would be obligated to man, which because of man’s sinfulness He is not.

5) Therefore, God must intervene somehow and save man if he wishes to be merciful. V1-4

Stating these things we establish the total depravity of man, which we may understand as:

Mans hostility toward God because of the fleshly (sinful) nature that dwells inside of him, thereby canceling any desire for God because of sinful hostility man hates God, rejects Him, and has no desire for Him.  And we may understand the results of our depravity being God’s wrath being displayed in the eternal ruin of those who reject God, by conscious eternal torment in hell.  This position of being under God’s wrath is the position we are all in until God intervenes. 

Romans 8:9-25


Now that we have established from the text being treated and several cross references man’s inability to merit God’s favor. We will continue Paul’s discussion of our deliverance from bondage, which is based in God’s intervention in the heart of man, not on any action we took to get God to move.


Look in verse 9.  Paul states here: “9However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”

“9However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.” 

Paul beings this verse with at transition.  He is beginning a transition to discuss another subject that contributes to the whole thought of this chapter.  The discussion he transitions to is his confidence of the Roman’s salvation.  That they are not “in the flesh” of having their mind’s set on the things of the flesh.  (See Page 8 final paragraph before the discussion about the nature of the mind to receive a review of “being in the flesh”.)

“…If indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.”

Paul’s confidence of the Roman’s being in the Spirit is based on a condition.  What is this condition?  The condition is whether or not the Spirit of God dwells inside of this person, or in the case of the Roman Christians.  But again since Paul is describing something objective, then we must say that this goes for everyone else then.  If the Spirit is in us, then we may rightly say that we are saved.  

The language Paul is using here does not indicate that the Spirit temporarily comes and goes from people when they sin.  When Paul is saying “…the Spirit of God dwells in you…” this tells us that the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in these individuals who make up this community of people.  Let me illustrate this truth.  When you buy a house and move into a house you get the house mess ups, cracks leaks and all.  When these things become an irritancy to you, you fix them, and rebuild the house in a sense, and perfect it.  If you plan on living there for the rest of your life you had best be ready to make adjustments and repairs to that house if it is to be yours until the day of your death.  It is the same way with the Holy Spirit.  When the Holy Spirit regenerated you and you accepted Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit came to dwell within you.  He dwells in you and works on you and sanctifies you from sin, just as that house owner does with his house does in repairing leaks and even gaping holes in the house.  So the Holy Spirit does with us until we are carried into eternity, even when we are in cooperative some how the Holy Spirit brings us into repentance, or else God the Father chastens us.  Just in case if there is any question about God the Father’s chastisement read Hebrews 12.

“…But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ…


This is the protasis of Paul’s condition.  This  “puts forth” Paul’s condition and it is stated in the negative to signify the type of condition that it is.  It is an absence of God’s abiding presence with a person.  If this is not present then:

“…He does not belong to Him.”


This is the apodosis of Paul’s condition.  This “gives back” to the condition that Paul states.  The giving back is the result of the previous condition.  The basic thing is no Spirit of Christ, no ownership by Him.


We know that we have Christ’s abiding presence in three ways.  1) When a believer knowingly sins, the Spirit gives conviction.  His heart knows he has done something wrong.  Even if he ignores it he knows something is not right because other things start to mess up.  2) When we do something right the Spirit affirms it in our hearts. 3) When a Christian keeps up sinning, then God the Father will chastise him somehow or another.  If these things are absent, then this person is not saved.  A way of externally knowing is if the professing is hard, cold, or apathetic towards God, and the things of the Spirit, He does not belong to Christ and needs to consider his conversion and see if it was genuine.

10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.


Paul makes another condition here, interrupts it, and then completes it.  Paul says a few important things in this passage, which need to have attention.

“If Christ is in you…”


Paul is laying down another condition here.  It is positively stated, and it discusses again Christ’s abiding presence in the believer.  This is very crucial because without His presence there is no spiritual life inside of the individual.

“…though the body is dead because of sin…”


Paul makes an interruption of the conditional statement.  He interrupts it to say that even if Christ is present in the Christian, though this is the case, he states that the body will die because of sin.  This occurred at Genesis 3 when God promised death because of Adam’s sin, and this promise was for the whole race.  Paul is saying that in spite of the fact that Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin.  In the next phrase Paul completes his thought.

“…yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.”


Paul states the outcome of Christ’s presence.  The spiritual life of the believer.  This is not to say that Christ is “infused” into us upon conversion, rather it his simply His Spirit making us alive and giving us life (regeneration).  The righteousness being spoke of here is Christ’s righteousness.  Our spirits are alive because of His righteousness.  This is stated because previously we understand that in verse 2 the law of the Spirit of life has set us free from the law of sin and death, and we are liberated through Christ’s work, and through the Spirit’s regenerating work inside of the human spirit.

