Daily Story


Do you know, when the Hong Kong Jockey Club first started in Hong Kong, only English can enter Club? It was because the club is opened by English and only for English to have activity in Hong Kong. But then, some Chinese can also be premium members of the club, because they were rich and have some other English friends whom were members too. At that time, the minimum bet was about $5, which is nearly all of the rural people’s monthly income, and this stayed for a long time.

Time pass, the Club really changed lots. Slowly, the minimum bet lowered, it’s just $10 for now. So that more people can afford it, but on another side, more people addict to gambling.  
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Every Wednesday is racing day, many people waited outside the Club, which is in Sha Tin hours before the race started. Till the red Flag was handed up, which meant the club is full, some people would be very angry. It was because there was no television and computer in the 60’s, and people must bet inside the club. As a result, some people set up counters for betting outside the club which is illegal. 
Nowadays, less of these happened, because we can bet by telephones, computers, sms or ‘betting machines’. The thing never change is people are always waiting for Wednesday. 
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In the rural club, counters for betting are above the spectators stand. If u took a seat and want to bet on a race, you need to walk upstairs and come down again to watch the race. Some smart ones did this: they help people to do the betting. Of cause, this is surely unlawful too. If you win the race, would that person come back and give you the money? I don’t know!
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