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Stress and weak forms

STRESS
 XE "stress" 
A sound knowledge of stress improves not only your spoken English, but also your listening ability. 

1.1
The addition of suffix may or may not affect the place of stress.

1
Stress-carrying suffixes

1.  -ee: refugee

/ ref ju (d(i( /
employ + -ee
absent + -ee
2.  -eer: mountaineer
/ ma(nt ( (n(ə /
engine + -eer (engineer)
profit + -eer
3.  -ese: Portuguese
/ p((t( ə (gi(z /

4.  -ette: cigarette
/ s(g ə (ret /

5.  -esque: picturesque 
/ pik t(ә (resk /
2
Neutral suffixes


comfort + -able


power + -less


anchor + -age


hurried + -ly


refuse + -al (refusal)

punish + -ment


wide + -en (widen)

yellow + -ness


wonder + -ful 


poison + -ous


amaze + -ing (amazing)

glory + -fy (glorify)


devil + -ish


other + -wise


bird + -like


fun + -y (funny)

3
Stress-moving suffixes


advantage + -eous (advantageous)
injure + -ious (injurious)


photo + -graphy



tranquil + -ity (tranquillity)


proverb + -ial



reflex + -ive 


climate + -ic (climatic)


embryo + -logy

1.2
A two-word phrase (first element adjectival) is pronounced with late stress. 

next ׀time


weekly ׀lessons
But a compound (first element nominal) is pronounced with early stress.

׀bedtime


׀blockbuster


׀Christmas card


׀music lessons

Sometimes a compound has a different meaning from the corresponding phrase.


a dark ׀room  


a ׀darkroom (a room for developing photographs)


a yellow ׀hammer


a ׀yellowhammer (a kind of bird)


a green ׀house


a ׀greenhouse (a building used for growing plants)


a moving ׀van



a ׀moving van (to carry furniture when one moves house)
 XE "compound words" 
Exercise
Compound words
When you hear the number, say the item.

(a) First element adjectival, stress on second element.

1. loudspeaker

2. bad-tempered

3. headquarters

4. second-class

5. three-wheeler

(b) First element nominal, stress on first element.

1. typewriter

2. car-ferry

3. sunrise

4. suitcase

5. tea-cup

(c) Mixture of types (a) and (b).

1. long-suffering

2. gunman

3. shoelace

4. red-blooded

5. gearbox

6. overweight

1.3
Change in stress may result in changing the meaning or part of speech.



progress /׀pr(( gres/ (noun)
progress /prə ׀gres/ (verb)


project /׀pr(d( ekt/ (noun) 
project /prə ׀d(ekt/ (verb)


protest /׀pr((t est/ (noun)
protest /prə ׀test/ (verb)


export /׀eks p((t/ (noun)
export /(k ׀sp((t/ (verb)


import /׀(m p((t/ (noun)
import /(m ׀p((t/ (verb)


content /׀k(n tent/ (noun)
content /kən ׀tent/ (verb/adjective)
Exercise
Word-class pairs
You will hear the number of the item and its word-class. Stress the second syllable if it is a verb; stress the first syllable if it is a noun or adjective.

	1. abstract (adjective)

2. conduct (verb)

3. contract (noun)

4. contrast (verb)

5. desert (noun)

6. escort (noun)

7. export (verb)

8. import (noun)

9. insult (verb)


	10. object (noun)

11. perfect (adjective)

12. permit (verb)

13. present (adjective)

14. produce (verb)

15. protest (noun)

16. rebel (verb)

17. record (noun)

18. subject (noun)




Put stress marks ( ׀ ) to the underlined words:


a perfect plan


to perfect a plan



a working permit

to permit him to do it



an unidentified object

to object to a proposal



a new record


to record your voice

Pronounce the following words.
1.
tail 
4.
charge


retail
surcharge


retailer

2.
age
5.
face



manage
surface


manager

3.
chase
6.
surcharge


purchase
surface


purchaser
surprised


WEAK FORMS
 XE "weak forms" 
2.1 Many English function words, articles, pronouns, prepositions, auxiliaries, modals, etc. have more than one pronunciation. 
They have a strong form, containing a strong vowel, and a weak form, containing a weak vowel. An example is at, with strong form /æt/ and weak form /ət/. It is important for learners of English to use weak forms appropriately. Otherwise, listeners may think they are emphasizing a word where this is not really so.

ə 
ə 
ə 
ə
I’m going to the shops to buy some eggs.

Intonation

TONES

Exercise 1
Repetition of tones

Listen and repeat:

Fall:

\ yes
\ no
\ well
\ four

Rise:

/ yes
/ no
/ well
/ four

Fall-rise:
\/ yes
\/ no
\/ well
\/ four

Rise-fall:
/\ yes
/\ no
/\ well
/\ four

Level:

_ yes
_ no
_ well
_ four

Exercise 2
Production of tones

When you hear the number, say the syllable with the tone indicated:

1. / them

2. \ why

3. \/ well

4. \ John

5. / what

6. /\ no

7. \ here

8. \/ you

9. / now

10. \ end

Exercise 3
Identification

You will hear each syllable twice. Write an appropriate tone symbol.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Now check your answers.

Exercise 4
Production in context

When you hear the sentence, say the response with the tone indicated.

Hello, is that 661071?




/ yes

Do you know any scientists?



\/ some

Keep away from that road!



\ why

How many dogs have you got?



\ two

Have you ever heard such a terrible thing?

/\ no

What colour is your car?



\ red

Do you want my plate?




/ please

Don’t you like it?




\/ yes

You haven’t seen my watch, have you?


/ no

What was the weather like?



\ wet

USE OF TONES

1
Falling tone is used in statements, wh-questions and commands.


2
Rising tone is used in yes-no questions (and some statements and wh-questions).

(a)
yes-no questions:

(b)
statements (soothing or encouraging)

(c)
wh-questions (showing interest)

3
Fall-rise tone is used in apologies and requests.



THE TONIC SYLLABLE

Exercise 1
Identifying the tonic 


syllable

Listen and repeat, then underline the tonic syllable.

1. We could go by bus

2. Of course it’s broken

3. The car was where I’d left it

4. How much is the biggest one

5. I knew it would go wrong

6. It was too cold

7. Here it is

8. That was a loud noise

9. We could go from Manchester

10. Have you finished

Now check your answers.

Exercise 2
Pronouncing the tonic 

syllable

When you hear the number, say the item with the tonic syllable in the place indicated, using a falling tone:

1. Don’t do that
2. Don’t do that

3. Don’t do that

4. Write your name
5. Write your name

6. Write your name

7. Here’s my pen
8. Here’s my pen

9. Here’s my pen
10. Why don’t you try
11. Why don’t you try

12. Why don’t you try

13. Why don’t you try

TAG-QUESTIONSxe "tag-questions"

xe "question tags"

Choose the correct answer and ask the question, paying attention to the intonation. 

1. You could hardly recognize her, ___?

A.  could you

B.  could I

C.  couldn’t you

D.  couldn’t I

2. That is not the way to do it, ___?

A.  is that

B.  isn’t that

C.  is it

D.  are they

3. There was no one in the classroom, ___?

A.  was there

B.  wasn’t there

C.  was it

D.  wasn’t it




































CAREER	2


DEVELOPMENT 











Did John post that letter?








Falling tone (to force the other person to agree with you):





		It’s cold today, isn’t it?		








		It was a very good film, wasn’t it?	











Rising tone (not to force the other person to agree with you, but to ask him to give his opinion):





		You’re coming to tea with us, aren’t you?











(a)	apologies:





		 


		I am very sorry.








(b)	requests:





  		 


		Shut the window.		 	Don’t make me angry.
































Practice


1) Ask the following question, paying attention to the intonation.








Could you tell me where the bank is please?








2) Ask the question again, but substitute the bank with


the post office, 


the chemist’s,


the bus station and 


(d) 	the police station.





BUT use rising tone if the statements are intended to be soothing or encouraging:








I shan’t be long. 			John’ll be here soon.











I won’t drive too fast.














(b)	wh-questions (business-like):








Who on earth was that?








Which?








BUT use rising tone if you want to show more interest:








How’s your daughter?














(c)	strong commands:








Don’t be a stupid idiot.











Come and have dinner with us.





statements (complete and definite):








It was quite good.			I liked it very much.





























