
1  ENDINGS: -ed & -s
If you cannot read the phonetic symbols, please download the IPA fonts from http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/wells/fonts.htm It is very easy. It takes only a few clicks!

The -ed ending

1
How to choose between the 3 pronunciations /(d/, /t/, /d/.


(a)
After /d/ or /t/, add /d/.




/d/
added, landed, demanded




/t/
arrested, started, visited


(b)
After //, add /t/.




/p/
developed



/k/
looked



/f/
laughed



//
berthed



/s/
missed



/
wished



//
watched


(c)
Otherwise, add /d/.

stayed, tied, paid, 

robbed, lived, used, judged, seemed, longed, failed.

The -s ending

2
How to choose between the 3 pronunciations /z/, /s/, /z/.


(a)
After /s, z, , add /z/.




/s/
passes




/z/
refuses




//
watches




//
judges




/
wishes




/
garages


(b)
After /p, k, f, , t/, add /s/.




/p/
cups



/k/
walks



/f/
laughs



//
tenths



/t/
cats


(c)
Otherwise, add /z/.





boys, lies, ways,



pubs, pigs, loves, bathes, words, turns, walls.
Practice 
Read the following aloud.
1. arrested/wandered
The police arrested him when he wandered on the street.

2. divided/baked
She baked the cake and divided it into halves.

3. intended/missed
I intended to arrive early but I missed the train.

4. decided/talked
After I had talked to him, he decided not to see me again.

5. disappointed/seemed
I was a bit disappointed but he seemed to be pleased with it.

6. greeted/arrived
When I arrived in Hong Kong, I was greeted by my friends.

7. haunted/entered
He entered the haunted house.

8. started/finished
He started to clean the room after he had finished his supper.

If you cannot read the phonetic symbols, please download the IPA fonts from http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/wells/fonts.htm It is very easy. It takes only a few clicks!

2
/׀sp/, /׀st/, /׀sk/ are pronounced as [s((], [sd(], [sg(] respectively.

/sp/ = [sb(]
space

spy

spade
sport
/st/ = [sd(] 
stone
step 
style

stand
/sk/ = [sg(]
skill
sketch
school 
scan
Practice a Read the following aloud.
1. pace, space

2. pie, spy

3. port, sport

4. tone, stone

5. talk, stalk

6. kill, skill

7. cool, school

8. can, scan

Practice b Read the following aloud.
1.  discuss
/d( ׀sk(s/
[d( ׀sg((s]
2.  discount
/d(s ׀ka(nt/
[d(s ׀kha(nt]
The /k/ in “discuss” /d( ׀sk(s/ is pronounced in a way different from that in “discount” /d(s ׀ka(nt/, and the difference is suggested by the position of the stress mark.

3.  dispose
/d( ׀sp((z/
[d( ׀sb(((z]

4.  displace
/d(s ׀ple(s/
[d(s ׀phle(s]

5.  disturb
/d( ׀st((b/
[d( ׀sd(((b]

6.  distaste
/d(s ׀te(st/
[d(s ׀the(st]

7.  excuse
/(k ׀skju(z/
[(k ׀sg(ju(z]

8.  expose
/(k ׀sp((z/
[(k ׀sb(((z]

9.  extend
/(k ׀stend/
[(k ׀sd(end]
RECOMMENDATION
Practise, practise, practise, and then practise some more – there really is no other way. 
( Pronounce the following words:

1. career
/kə |r(ə/

2. convenient
/kən |vi(n i ənt/

3. festival
/|fest (v əl/

4. foreign
/|f(r ən/

5. frequency
/|fri(k wəns i/

6. latest
/|le(t (st/


7. mobile
/|m((b a(əl/

8. nationality
/|næ(ə |næl ət i/

9. occupation
/|(k ju |pe((ən/

10. opinion 
/ə |p(n jən/

11. preferred
/pr( |f((d/
12. recently
/|ri(s ənt li/

13. relatives
/|rel ət (vz/

14. resident
/|rez (d ənt/

15. thief
/θi(f/

16. toothache
/|tu(θ e(k/

17. tour
/t((/

18. youth
/ju(θ/
3  CLIPPING and ELISION
 XE "clipping" 

 XE "elision" 
3.1 A vowel is clipped when it is followed by one of the consonants /t, p, k, f, θ, s, (, ((/ within the same syllable.
lie    
/la(/

made  /me(d/

lead  
/l((d/



light
/la(t/ 

make  /me(k/

leash 
/l((((



pie    /pa(/

age   
/e(((/ 

feed
/f((d/



pipe   /pa(p/

H    
/e(((/ 

feet
/fi(t/



eyes  
/a(z/

raid
/re(d/


ice
/a(s/

rate
/re(t/


Practice 1

Read the following aloud.
1. lives  
/la(vz/

life   
/la(f/
2. stay
/ste(/
state
/ste(t/
3. lend  
/lend/

length
/leŋθ/

4. lose
/l((z/

loose
/l((s/

3.2
Elision is the omission of a sound that would otherwise be present. It is particularly characteristic of rapid or casual speech.
(a) jumped may be pronounced /((((pt/ or, less commonly, /((((t/; 
lynx may be /l(ŋks/ or, less commonly, /l(ŋs/.
(b) terrific /tə ׀r(f (k/ sometimes becomes /׀tr(f (k/, or 

collide /kə ׀la(d/ becomes /kla(d/. 

camera, police, postman

Some people have /׀kæm rə/ as the only pronunciation for camera, or /pl((s/ as the only form for police. For many English people it would feel very artificial to pronounce a /t/ in postman /׀p((s mən/.

(c) /t/ is sometimes elided in the contracted negative -n’t.

didn’t /׀d(d ənt/ may be pronounced /׀d(d n/

/t/ may be elided in /ft/ and /st/.


next is pronounced /nekst/, but in a phrase such as next thing, next question it is often pronounced /neks/, with elision of the /t/.


(d)
/d/ may be elided in /ld/ and /nd/.


stand is pronounced /stænd/, but in a phrase such as stand clear, stand firm it is often pronounced /stæn/, with elision of the /d/.
















































































