Listening 

Hybrid cars
http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/listening/hybrid-cars# 
Why is listening so difficult?
· Weak forms

· Linking

WEAK FORMS

ə 
ə 
ə 
ə
I’m going to the shops to buy some eggs.

1
Many English function words, articles, pronouns, prepositions, auxiliaries, modals, etc. have more than one pronunciation. 
They have a strong form, containing a strong vowel, and a weak form, containing a weak vowel. An example is at, with strong form /æt/ and weak form /ət/. It is important for learners of English to use weak forms appropriately. Otherwise, listeners may think they are emphasizing a word where this is not really so.
 
Strong form
Weak form

a
/e(/
/ə/

am 
/æm/ 
/əm/

an 
/æn/ 
/ən/
and
/ænd/ 
/ən(d)/

are 
/((/ 
/ə(r)/

as 
/æz/
/əz/

at 
/æt/
/ət/

but
/b(t/
/bət/

can 
/kæn/ 
/kən/

could 
/k(d/ 
/kəd/

do 
/du(/
/də/, /du/

does 
/d(z/
/dəz/

for 
/f((/
/fə(r)/

from 
/fr(m/
/frəm/

had 
/hæd/
/(h)əd/

has 
/hæz/
/(h)əz/

have 
/hæv/
/(h)əv/

he
/hi(/
/(h)i/

her
/h((/
/(h)ə(r)/

him
/h(m/
/(h)(m/

his
/h(z/
/(h)(z/

must 
/m(st/
/məs(t)/

of 
/(v/
/əv/

shall 
/(æl/
/(l(/, /((l/

she
/(i(/
/(i/
should
/((d/
/((d/

some 
/s(m/
/səm/
than
/(æn/
/((n/
that
/(æt/
/((t/

the
/(i(/
/((/, /(i/

them
/(em/
/((m/
there
/(eə/
/(((r)/
to 
/tu(/ 
/tə/, /tu/

us
/(s/
/əs/

was 
/w(z/
/wəz/

we
/wi(/
/wi/

were 
/w((/
/wə(r)/
you
/ju(/
/ju/, /jə/*

your
/j(((r)/
/jə(r)/*

* unusual
We can wait for the bus.




/ wi kən ׀we(t fə (( ׀b(s /
How do the lights work?




/ ׀ha( də (( ׀la(ts ׀w((k /
There are some new books I must read.


/ ((r ə səm ׀nju( ׀b(ks a( məs ׀ri(d /
She took her aunt for a drive.



/ (i ׀t(k ər ׀a(nt fər ə ׀dra(v /
The basket was full of things to eat.



/ (( ׀b((sk(t wəz ׀f(l əv ׀((ŋz tu ׀i(t /

Why should a man earn more than a woman?

/ ׀wa( ((d ə ׀mæn ׀((n ׀m(( ((n ə ׀w(mən /
You ought to have your own car.

/ ju ׀((t tə ׀hæv jər ׀((n ׀k(( /
He wants to come and see us at home.

/ hi ׀w(nts tə ׀k(m ən ׀si( əs ət ׀h((m /
Have you taken them from that box?

/ ׀hæv ju ׀te(kən ((m frəm ׀((t ׀b(ks /

It’s true that he was late, but his car could have broken down.

/ (ts ׀tru( ((t i wəz ׀le(t bət (z ׀k(( kəd əv ׀br((kən ׀da(n /

I shall take as much as I want.

/ a( ((( ׀te(k əz ׀m(t( əz a( ׀w(nt /
Why am I too late to see him today?

/ ׀wa( əm a( ׀tu( ׀le(t tə ׀si( (m tə׀de( /

2
When sentence-initial, his, her, he, him, have, has, had are pronounced with the /h/, i.e. / h(z, hə(r), hi, h(m, həv, həz, həd /.
3
In final position, strong forms are used: at /æt/, for /f((/, from /fr(m/, of /(v/, to /tu(/, as /æz/, some /s(m/, can /kæn/, could /k(d/, shall /(æl/, should /((d/, have /hæv/, has /hæz/, had /hæd/, must /m(st/, do /du(/, does /d(z/, am /æm/, are /((/, was /w(z/, were /w((/.
LINKING
1
Words are usually uttered in a continuum, all linked up together, like this:

ə 
ə 
ə 
ə

an egg
a fried egg

a box of eggs



Rock and roll


not at all



    


  



look at  it


come on




    


   

2
In British English (RP), a word said in isolation never ends in /r/. 



far
/f((/



near
/n(ə/
Nevertheless, in connected speech an /r/ may be pronounced if the next word begins with a vowel sound — R-linking.

far away /f((r əwe(/


   

far out /f((r ((t/


   

near enough /n(ər (n(f/ 



    

Practice 



1.  once and for all


        
 



2.  first of all



       



3.  Once upon a time, there was an old and sick and poor lady.



         

     
  



4.  I’ve tried my best. What else do you want?






     



5.  Isn’t it a pity that the art is being lost?



      

     



6.  I don’t like him at all.



             



7.  After all, he’s your classmate.



     
  



8.  What is it about? Let’s look at it more closely.



       
       

Reading

Volcanoes
http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/reading/volcanoes# 
Bird body language
http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/reading/bird-body-language# 






