Listening 

Sample Task Type 4
Sentence Completion
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/aboutthepaper/task4/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/data/L%20Sample%20Task%20Type%204%20Task.pdf 
Task Type 4 Answers

	27.
	motivation

	28.
	time(-)management

	29.
	modules

	30.
	summer school(s) 


Tapescript 

Two friends, Rachel and Paul, are discussing studying with the Open University. Rachel has already done a course at the university, but Paul has not. The extract relating to these questions comes from the last part of the recording. 

	Paul
	The other thing I wanted to ask you was, did you find it hard, studying with the Open University?

	Rachel 
	You mean, because you’re studying on your own, most of the time?

	Paul 
	Mm.

	Rachel
	Well it took me a while to get used to it. I found I needed to maintain a high level of motivation, because it’s so different from school. There’s no-one saying, ‘Why haven’t you written your assignment yet?' and that sort of thing.

	Paul 
	Oh dear.

	Rachel 
	You’ll learn it, Paul. Another thing was that I got very good at time-management because I had to fit time for studying round a full-time job.

	Paul
	Well I’m hoping to change to working part-time, so that’ll help.

	Rachel
	What makes it easier is that the degree is made up of modules, so you can take time off between them if you need to. It isn’t like a traditional three-or four-year course, where you’ve got to do the whole thing of it in one go.

	Paul 
	That’s good, because I’d like to spend six months travelling next year.

	Rachel 
	Huh, it’s all right for some. Then even though you’re mostly studying at home, remember you’ve got tutors to help you, and from time to time there are summer schools. They usually last a week. They’re great, because you meet all the other people struggling with the same things as you. I’ve made some really good friends that way.

	Paul
	Sounds good. So how do I apply? 


Sample Task Type 5
Labelling a Diagram/Plan/Map

http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/listening/dormitory-tour# 
Dormitory tour

a) Study Hall 

b) Student Service Office 

c) Tennis Courts 

d) Small Stadium 

e) Blackwell Hall 

f) Dining Hall 

g) Bicycle Parking Area 

h) Flower Garden 

i) River Road 

j) Bus Stop 

1) B 

2) C 

3) B 

4) D 

5) C 

6) D 

Audioscript

RA: Good morning everyone, my name is Vanessa, and I’m one of the resident advisors for this housing complex. I’m a senior at the university, and as a resident advisor, I am responsible for making sure that everyone who lives in the dormitory area has someone to go to if they have questions, problems, or needs any kind of help. Now, as a first step, it’s quite useful to have a look around the area. It’s not too big, and a short tour will help you get a clear picture of what is available and where it is. 

So, first of all, as you know, this is one of our dormitory buildings, and it’s called West Hall. There are two main dormitory buildings in our complex, and the other one, you can see just next to us, is called Blackwell Hall, that’s black as in the color, and well – w-e-l-l. The reason we don't call it East Hall is because this second hall was built using a donation from one of our alumni, a local businessman named James Blackwell, and because of this we named the hall after him. 

Ok, so we are at West Hall, and this road ahead of us is called University Road. There isn’t much car traffic on this road as we don’t allow students living here to have cars. Of course there is a good bus network, and many students find that bicycles are usually adequate for travelling around the area. If you look across University Road, you’ll see three buildings, two in front and one more behind them. The one you see on your left is the laundry building – there are many washing machines and dryers for you to use to wash your clothes. It’s not too expensive, and is open 24 hours a day. To the right of the laundry services building is the student service office. This is an important place for you because this is where you go if you have any problems with anything related to your housing, studies, anything at all really. Finally, behind these two buildings is the study hall. It’s nice and quiet there, and many students like to go there while they wait for their laundry to finish. There’s no library there I’m afraid, but as you know the university campus has many libraries. This study hall is just a quiet place to read or study. 

So now we’re going to continue walking down university road. Follow me please. Ok, let’s stop here for a moment. Now, as I mentioned earlier, this is Blackwell Hall, our second dormitory building. And across the street from Blackwell Hall are our recreation facilities. There are quite a lot of things you can do here. First, you can see that there is a small stadium, nothing too fancy, close to the road. We do hold informal competitions here, maybe a football game or something, and of course you can form your own teams and hold games. Behind this small stadium there is an open area where you can do anything really, it’s just a small park. Oh, and of course, there are also two tennis courts. If you’re interested in using any of these facilities, make sure you book early – they are all very popular. 

Student: Sorry, Vanessa, can I just ask a question? 

RA: Sure. 

Student: Where do we book the tennis courts? 

RA: Ah, you can book both the tennis courts and the stadium at the student service offices – inside the building there is a small office for making bookings. Are there any other questions at this point? …. Ok, so let’s keep walking down University Road a bit more. Ok so now we’re at the last part of the dormitory complex. As you can see, University road ends here at this T-junction. This road in front of us is called River Road. Across River Road is the bus stop. Buses come frequently; there are several lines stopping here - and you can easily get to the main campus of the university or to the town from here. There is a schedule you can get from the student service offices. Now, let’s look to our left. The building here right next to the recreation area is the bookstore. It’s just a small one, so you might not be able to find everything you need there, but it’s a great place for buying pens and notebooks and things like that. In front of the bookstore, you’ll notice a circular garden. It’s just at the corner of University Road and River Road. This is what we call our flower garden. It’s maintained by the students living here – everyone does a bit of work on a voluntary basis. Again, if you are interested in helping out, you can go to the student service office building. Just on the opposite side of the flower garden you’ll see a bicycle parking area. As I mentioned earlier, residents here can’t use cars. Most people get around by bus and bike. There is always someone on staff watching the bicycles to make sure they are not stolen, but it’s still a good idea to use a bicycle lock when you park here. Finally behind the bookstore and the bicycle parking area you can find the dining hall. Inside the dining hall you can get many different kinds of food – it’s much more than just a cafeteria. There are a number of outlets offering cheap and healthy food, and you can get a range of different cuisines from all over the world. We have lots of students here with special dietary needs, and most of them have no problem working with the selection in the dining hall. Again, if you do have a problem with the food selection, you can talk to me or go to the student services building. Are there any questions? Yes – 

Student: Yes, just a question about bikes – do we have to register our bikes with the office, or... 

RA: At the moment no. However, this may change in the future if demand for bike parking increases. At the moment, you just park your bicycle. If you have guests visit you, they can also use the parking area. However, keep in mind that if you park your bike in a non-designated area, security may take it away. If this happens, again, go to the student service offices – they can help you. 

Ok. Now, we’re going to walk back to the West Hall, and I’ll give you a look around the dormitory rooms themselves. (fade out) 

Sample Task Type 6
Classification

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/activities/attitudes_opinions.htm  

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/data/Attitudes%20and%20Opinions%20worksheet.pdf 

Attitudes and Opinions – Tapescript & answers
You will hear two friends discussing studying with the Open University.
	Rachel 
	Hello, Paul.

	Paul
	Oh Rachel, I’m glad I’ve bumped into you. I was going to give you a ring.

	Rachel 
	Anything special, or just for a chat?

	Paul 
	Actually I’m thinking about doing a degree at the Open University, the way you did, ‘cause I like the fact that you can study at home and fit it round a job. But I could do with some advice. The thing is, though, that I’ve never learnt how to organise my work or do research, so I really ought to do something about it. Have you got any ideas?

	Rachel
	Well I found some of the books that the Open University produces are good, particularly The Good Study Guide. That’s a very practical introduction.

	Paul 
	And what does it cover?

	Rachel 
	Well the obvious things, like writing, note-taking... There’s a section on working with numbers, which I learnt a lot from, but you should be all right with that. Then there’s reading [slightly dismissively]. But actually I got an awful lot out of the section on how to use video cassettes, far more than I expected. And of course the bit on preparing for exams, which I read over and over again.

	Paul
	Yeah I could certainly do with that: I always used to go to pieces under the pressure, and I’m sure it’s because I hadn’t learnt the right techniques. I just used to stay up all night trying to memorise facts.

	Rachel
	Not the best thing to do!

	Paul 
	And reading, well I think I can cope with that. But I’d probably benefit from the note-taking part: mine always end up being longer than the original! I’ve done a course on using video, so that probably wouldn’t be so interesting. I need to learn a lot about writing though, because I haven’t had to do any essays for ages.

	Rachel 
	Well there you are then. The perfect start.

	Paul
	Right, thanks. 


Sample Task Type 7
Matching
Reading

Sample Task Type 6
Choosing Headings for Paragraphs or Sections of a Text
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/aboutthepaper/task6/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/data/AC%20R%20Sample%20Task%20Type%206%20Task.pdf 
Task Type 6 Answers

	1.
	v

	2.
	vii

	3.
	ii

	4.
	iv

	5.
	i


Sample Task Type 7
Locating Information

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/aboutthepaper/task7/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/data/AC%20R%20Sample%20Task%20Type%207%20Task.pdf 
Task Type 7 Answers

	1.
	C

	2.
	F

	3.
	E

	4.
	H

	5.
	A

	6.
	D


Writing

Sample task 4 (Pie charts)

http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/writing/commute# 
Guidelines for a good answer

Does the report have a suitable structure?

Does it have an introduction, body and conclusion?

Does it include connective words to make the writing cohesive within sentences and paragraphs?

Does the report use suitable grammar and vocabulary?

Does it include a variety of sentence structures?

Does it include a range of appropriate vocabulary?

Does the report meet the requirements of the task?

Does it meet the word limit requirements?

Does it describe the whole graph adequately?

Does it focus on the important trends presented in the graphic information?

Sample answer 4 (pie charts)
The three charts give information about how people travelled to work in a European city in three years. It can generally be stated that public transportation is the preferred mode of transport and its popularity grew during the period under study. 
In 1985, the first year, over a third of commuters used public transport, and this number rose to nearly 40% in 1995 and finally to 45% in 2005. The use of private cars similarly rose from 30% to 45% in the first two years, but then dropped to a quarter in the final year. Both walking and cycling fell in popularity between 1985 and 1995, from 25% to 9% for the former and 10% to 7% for the latter. However, more people opted for these two means of travelling in 2005, with 12% of people walking to work, and 18% riding bicycles. 
In sum, people in 2005 are starting to avoid private cars in favour of walking, cycling, and most notably, taking public transport. 

Sample task 5 (Table)
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information in the table below. You should write at least 150 words.
[image: image1.emf]
Sample answer 5

The table shows how people in different age groups spend

their leisure time in Someland over the course of a year. It

can be clearly seen that the amount of leisure time available

varies considerably across the age groups and that people of

different age levels have very different ways of spending their

leisure time.

According to the figures, as people age in Someland their

social lives reduce. Teenagers and people in their twenties

spend on average 500 hours per year on socialising and 350

hours of that time is with a group of more than 4 people.

Although the total hours of socialising in their 30s, 40s, 50s

and 60s is fairly constant (between 300-350), socialising with

more than 4 people drops dramatically to 50 hours in the 30s

and 40s age groups and only 25 from 50 years old. Group and

individual exercise follow a similar pattern.

People of all ages spend a good part of their leisure time on

entertainment such as TV/video viewing and cinema. In both

cases, teenagers and retired people spend around twice as

much time as those who are at working age. Home

entertainment ranges from just over a thousand hours for

teenagers and retired people and an average of 600 hours for

everyone else. Cinema accounts for 100 hours of the

teenagers and retired people’s leisure time and 25-50 hours

for the rest.

In conclusion we can see there is a significant trend towards

solitary and smaller group activities as people grow older and

that teenagers and retired people spend a lot more time on

entertainment than those of working age do.

Speaking
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