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Timetable (v2)

	Lesson
	Date
	Topic

	1
	25 Nov
	Introduction. What is the test formats?

	2
	2 Dec
	

	2
	9 Dec
	Analysis of task types

Listening:
1 Forms/Notes/Table/Flow-chart/Summary Completion
2 Multiple Choice
3 Short-answer Questions
	Reading:
1 Multiple Choice
2 Short-answer Questions
3 Sentence Completion
4 Notes, Summary or Table/Flow-chart Completion
5 Labelling a Diagram
	Writing:

Graph

Bar chart

	3
	16 Dec
	4 Sentence Completion
5 Labelling a Diagram/Plan/ Map
6 Classification
	6 Choosing Headings for Paragraphs or Sections of a Text
7 Locating Information
	Pie Chart

Table

Diagram

	4
	23 Dec
	7 Matching
	8 Identification of Writer’s Views/Claims or of Information in a Text
9 Classification
10 Matching
	Process

Discursive writing

	5
	30 Dec
	

	6
	6 Jan
	

	7
	13 Jan
	Mock tests

	8
	20 Jan
	Analysis of mock tests

	9
	3 Feb
	

	10
	10 Feb
	


Listening (approximately 30 minutes)

Listening has four sections, each with 10 items/questions. Each item is worth one mark. The items are designed so that the answers appear in order in the listening passage. During the test, time is given for candidates to read the questions and write down and check their answers. Each section is played ONCE only. The recordings include a range of accents, including British, Australian, New Zealand and American. Answers are written on the Question Paper as candidates listen. When the tape ends, ten minutes are allowed for candidates to transfer their answers onto an Answer Sheet. 
· The sections gradually get more difficult from Section 1 to Section 4.
· When the instructions state that the candidate should answer in, for example, NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS, you would lose marks by writing an answer with more than three words, even if one is ‘a’ or ‘the’.

· Answers in IELTS Listening have to be correctly spelled. Both UK and US varieties of spelling are accepted.
· You will have time to look at the questions before you listen.

· You will have time to check your answers at the end of each section.

Reading (60 minutes) has 3 passages and 40 items/questions. The number of items for any one passage may vary. Each item is worth one mark. The texts and items appear in Question Booklets. Candidates record their responses on Answer Sheets. Candidates are not given extra time to transfer their answers onto the Answer Sheet. The total word count for the three passages is between 2000 and 2750 words.
· When the instructions state that the candidate should answer in, for example, NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS, you would lose marks by writing an answer with more than three words, even if one is ‘a’ or ‘the’.

· You will be penalised for spelling and grammar mistakes made in their answers.

Writing (60 minutes) consists of 2 tasks and candidates must answer BOTH tasks. Candidates write their answers in pen or pencil on Answer Sheets provided. Students are advised to spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. Task 2 is worth more marks than Task 1 so candidates should be sure to leave plenty of time to complete Task 2.
· Task 1 requires an introductory statement, however brief. Similarly, a statement summarising the main trends or features would be an appropriate ending. Speculation about the information or attempt to explain it is not required by the task.
· In Task 2, your answer should always be in the form of a short formal essay for a tutor or examiner.
Speaking (11 – 14 minutes) is a one-to-one interaction between the candidate and an examiner. The three parts give the candidate the opportunity to use a range of different speaking skills. IELTS Speaking is recorded. 
· If you don’t understand a question, you should tell the examiner. He will repeat the question.

· You are not allowed to write on the task card. The examiner will give you paper to make notes on.

· Making notes is an option. Some candidates prefer just to think about what to say.
Listening

Sample Task Type 2

Multiple Choice

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/aboutthepaper/task2/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/data/L%20Sample%20Task%20Type%202%20Task.pdf 
Flat Hunting
http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/listening/flat-hunting# 
Sample Task Type 3
Short-answer Questions

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/aboutthepaper/task3/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/data/L%20Sample%20Task%20Type%203%20Task.pdf 
Phone Contract
http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/learners/ielts-preparation/mock-papers/listening/phone-contract# 
Reading

Sample Task Type 2

Short-answer Questions
Example

Questions 1 and 2
Answer the questions below.
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 1 and 2 on your answer sheet.
	 
	1
	Apart from underground cables, what other development first made longer-distance telephone calls possible?

	 
	2
	What kind of media that can be integrated using ISDN does the writer mention?


Sample Task Type 3


Sentence Completion
Example 1 without a choice of possible answers (Type A)

Questions 1 – 3
Complete the sentences below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 1-3 on your answer sheet.
	1
	Eating less helped rats in the experiments extend their .............. and................ . 

	2
	Although they do not stop individuals growing old, ..............help them stay healthy.

	3
	Current research shows that monkeys react to caloric restriction in almost the same way as ................ . 


Example 2 using a box of possible answers (Type B)

Question 1 – 4
Complete each sentence with the correct ending A-G from the box below.
Write the correct letter A-G in boxes 1-4 on your answer sheet.
	1
	It is unreasonable to assume that a child’s language

	2
	The predetermined biological programme governing the development of visual perception 

	3
	The child’s exposure to normal language use

	4
	Penfield suggested that seemingly quick and effortless first language acquisition


	A  is influenced by having dual-nationality parents.
B  is frequently inadequate and often defective.
C  derives from the verbal behaviour of other people.
D  has no clear start or finish.
E  is linked to the development of the brain.
F  is contingent for its activation on external stimulation.
G  can be linked to socio-economic grouping.


Sample Task Type 4
Notes, Summary or Table/Flow-chart Completion
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/aboutthepaper/task4/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/data/AC%20R%20Sample%20Task%20Type%204%20Task.pdf 
Task Type 4 Answers

	9.
	temperate

	10.
	early spring

	11.
	two to five / 2-5

	12.
	sub-tropical

	13.
	South African tunneling/tunnelling



Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary. Alternative answers are separated by a single slash (/).
Sample Task Type 5
Labelling a Diagram
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/aboutthepaper/task5/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/data/AC%20R%20Sample%20Task%20Type%205%20Task.pdf 
Task Type 5 Answers

	6.
	South African

	7.
	French

	8.
	Spanish


Writing

Sample task (graphs)
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information in the graph below.

You should write at least 150 words.

[image: image1.emf]

Guidelines for a good answer

Does the report have a suitable structure?

Does it have an introduction, body and conclusion?

Does it include connective words to make the writing cohesive within sentences and paragraphs?

Does the report use suitable grammar and vocabulary?

Does it include a variety of sentence structures?

Does it include a range of appropriate vocabulary?

Does the report meet the requirements of the task?

Does it meet the word limit requirements?

Does it describe the whole graph adequately?

Does it focus on the important trends presented in the graphic information?

Sample answer 2 (graphs)
	

	The graph compares the rate of smoking in men and women in

Someland between the years 1960 and 2000. It can be clearly

seen that the rate of smoking for both men and women is

currently declining and that fewer women have smoked

throughout the period.
In 1960, 600 men in every 1,000 were smoking. This number

decreased gradually to 500 by 1975 and continued to

decrease but more steeply to 250 in 2000. In contrast, the rate

of smoking in women in 1960 was very low at only 80 in every

1,000. By 1970 this increased to about 200, and increased again but

more steeply to 320 in 1975. The rate of female smokers then

remained stable at 320 until 1980 at which point the figures

began to decline and dropped to 200 by 2000.
In conclusion we can see that the rate of smoking in men

dropped throughout the whole period but was always at a

higher level than the female figures. The rate of smoking in

women increased until 1975 but then decreased for the rest of

the period.




Sample task (bar charts/graphs)
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information in the graphs below.

You should write at least 150 words.
[image: image2.emf]
[image: image3.emf]

Sample answer 3 (bar charts/graphs)
The graphs compare the number of deaths caused by six

diseases in Someland in 1990 with the amount of research

funding allocated to each of those diseases. It can be clearly

seen that the amount of research funding in many cases did not

correlate with the seriousness of the disease in terms of

numbers of deaths.

In 1990 there were around 0.2 million deaths from AIDS, 0.1

million deaths from leprosy, 0.3 million deaths from tropical

diseases, 0.5 million deaths from diarrhoea, 0.4 million deaths

from malaria and 1.8 million deaths from TB. These figures can

be contrasted with the amount of funding allocated for each

disease. In 1990 AIDS received 180 million dollars in research

funding, leprosy 80 million dollars in research funding, tropical

diseases also about 80 million dollars, diarrhoea 60 million dollars, malaria 50 million dollars and TB 20 million dollars in research funding.

In conclusion it is clear that funding allocation for disease

research in Someland is not wholly determined by the number

Speaking

DOs and DON’Ts Activity - Worksheet 

Here is some good and bad advice about IELTS Speaking. If you think the sentence gives good advice, mark it with [image: image4.png]


and if you think it is bad advice, mark it with X.

1. It’s better not to say a lot in Part 1, so that there’s plenty of time for the other parts. 

2. Be friendly when you talk to the examiner – it will help you feel less nervous.

3. In Part 2 it’s a good idea to underline the important words on the task card. 

4. Listen when the examiner asks you questions so that you’re sure what to say.

5. In Part 2, read everything on the task card carefully to help you prepare your long turn.

6. It’s useful to learn some things to say, for example about your home or your family, because then you can say them without thinking. 

7. If you make a mistake, don’t correct it, just carry on talking.

8. You should practise talking about lots of different things for 2 minutes. 

9. If the examiner tells you to stop talking in Part 2 it doesn’t mean you’ve done something wrong.

10. It’s a good idea to learn expressions that help you to keep talking while you think of an answer. 

DOs and DON’Ts Activity - Answers 

	1.
	It’s better not to say a lot in Part 1, so that there’s plenty of time for the other parts. X 

	2.
	Be friendly when you talk to the examiner – it will help you feel less nervous. [image: image5.png]




	3.
	In Part 2 it’s a good idea to underline the important words on the task card. X 

	4.
	Listen when the examiner asks you questions so that you’re sure what to say. [image: image6.png]




	5.
	In Part 2, read everything on the task card carefully to help you prepare your long turn. [image: image7.png]




	6.
	It’s useful to learn some things to say, for example about your home or your family, because then you can say them without thinking. X 

	7.
	If you make a mistake, don’t correct it, just carry on talking. X 

	8.
	You should practise talking about lots of different things for 2 minutes. [image: image8.png]




	9.
	If the examiner tells you to stop talking in Part 2 it doesn’t mean you’ve done something wrong. [image: image9.png]




	10.
	It’s a good idea to learn expressions that help you to keep talking while you think of an answer. [image: image10.png]





Talk About Anything
	My Street 
	My Hobby 
	My Home

	My Family 
	Music I Like 
	The Weather Today

	Our School
	Our Teacher
	My Last Birthday

	This Room
	Next Weekend 
	My Town


	Breakfast This Morning








