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IELTS (pronounced /|aı elts/) is a test of English language proficiency. It is jointly managed by University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations, the British Council and IDP Education Australia, and was established in 1989. IELTS is accepted by most US, Australian, British, Canadian, Irish, New Zealand and South African academic institutions. It is also a requirement for immigration to Australia and Canada. An IELTS result or Test Report Form (TRF) is valid for two years.

Past Papers

Cambridge IELTS 4: Examination papers from University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations: English for Speakers of Other Languages (2007), Cambridge University Press

Official IELTS web site

http://www.ielts.org/ 

Online sample materials

http://www.ielts.org/candidates/find_out_more/free_samples.aspx 

Online practice materials

http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/ielts/ 
Timetable
	Lesson
	Date
	Topic

	1
	25 Nov
	Introduction. What is the test formats?

	2
	9 Dec
	

	3
	16 Dec
	Analysis of task types

	4
	23 Dec
	

	5
	30 Dec
	

	6
	6 Jan
	Mock tests

	7
	13 Jan
	Analysis of mock tests

	8
	20 Jan
	

	9
	3 Feb
	

	10
	10 Feb
	


What is the test format?

The test modules are taken in the following order:

Listening:
4 sections, 40 items
approximately 30 minutes

Academic Reading:
3 sections, 40 items
60 minutes

Academic Writing:
2 tasks
60 minutes

Speaking:
3 Parts
11 to 14 minutes

Listening (approximately 30 minutes)

Listening has four sections, each with 10 items/questions. Each item is worth one mark. The items are designed so that the answers appear in order in the listening passage. During the test, time is given for candidates to read the questions and write down and check their answers. Each section is played ONCE only. The recordings include a range of accents, including British, Australian, New Zealand and American. Answers are written on the Question Paper as candidates listen. When the tape ends, ten minutes are allowed for candidates to transfer their answers onto an Answer Sheet. 

	SECTION
	Topic Area
	Input
	Main Skill Focus 
	Number of Questions

	1
	Social needs
	Dialogue between two speakers, for example a conversation about travel arrangements
	Listening for and noting specific factual information
	10

	2
	Social needs
	Monologue with a transactional purpose e.g. a recording about museum opening times.
	Listening for and noting specific factual information
	10

	3
	Education and training
	Discussion between 2 – 4 people in an academic context, e.g. tutorial or seminar
	Following a conversation which involves negotiation of meaning. Listening for specific information, attitudes, and speakers' opinions
	10

	4
	Education and training
	Monologue in an academic context e.g. lecture
	Following an academic argument. Listening for main ideas, specific information, attitude and speaker's opinion
	10


The principal task types are:
1 Forms/Notes/Table/Flow-chart/Summary Completion
2 Multiple Choice
3 Short-answer Questions
4 Sentence Completion
5 Labelling a Diagram/Plan/Map
6 Classification
7 Matching
Listening Band Score (2006)

	Band Score
	Raw score out of 40

	5
	16

	6
	23

	7
	30

	8
	35


Listening 

Sample Task Type 1
Forms/Notes/Table/Flow-chart/Summary Completion
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/aboutthepaper/task1/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/listening/data/L%20Sample%20Task%20Type%201%20Task.pdf 

Reading (60 minutes)

IELTS Academic Reading has 3 passages and 40 items/questions. The number of items for any one passage may vary. Each item is worth one mark. The texts and items appear in Question Booklets. Candidates record their responses on Answer Sheets. Candidates are not given extra time to transfer their answers onto the Answer Sheet.
The passages used in the test are based on authentic texts, and are taken from sources such as magazines, journals, books and newspapers. They are designed to present the candidate with materials similar to those which they might need to read on a university course. Passages may also contain non-verbal material such as diagrams, graphs, illustrations etc. The passages may be written in a variety of styles, for example narrative, descriptive or discursive/argumentative. They deal with issues which are interesting, recognisably appropriate, and accessible to candidates entering postgraduate or undergraduate courses or seeking professional registration. At least one of the passages will contain detailed argument.
The total word count for the three passages is between 2000 and 2750 words.
The principal task types are:
1 Multiple Choice
2 Short-answer Questions
3 Sentence Completion
4 Notes, Summary or Table/Flow-chart Completion
5 Labelling a Diagram
6 Choosing Headings for Paragraphs or Sections of a Text
7 Locating Information
8 Identification of Writer’s Views/Claims or of Information in a Text
9 Classification
10 Matching
Academic Reading Band Score (2006)

	Band Score
	Raw score out of 40

	5
	15

	6
	23

	7
	30

	8
	35


Reading

Sample Task Type 1

Multiple Choice
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/aboutthepaper/task1/index.htm 
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/academic_reading/data/AC%20R%20Sample%20Task%20Type%201%20Task.pdf
Writing (60 minutes)

IELTS Academic Writing consists of 2 tasks and candidates must answer BOTH tasks. Candidates write their answers in pen or pencil on Answer Sheets provided. Students are advised to spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. Task 2 is worth more marks than Task 1 so candidates should be sure to leave plenty of time to complete Task 2.
	Task 1 
	Presenting information from a chart, table, graph or diagram in the candidate’s own words in at least 150 words.

	Task 2
	Writing a discursive piece of writing that involves consideration of more abstract issues. Candidates may be asked to present the solution to a problem, present and justify an opinion, compare and contrast evidence or opinions, or evaluate and challenge an argument or idea. Candidates must write at least 250 words.


Assessment criteria

	Task 1 
	Task Achievement (i.e. how effectively the candidate has identified, illustrated and reported the key features of the information in the task)
	Coherence and Cohesion (i.e. how well the information and ideas are organised, presented and linked)
	Lexical Resource (i.e. the range of vocabulary used, how accurately it is used and how appropriate it is for the task)
	Grammatical Range and Accuracy (i.e. the range of structures used, how accurately they are used and how appropriate they are for the task)

	Task 2
	Task Response (i.e. how fully and appropriately the candidate has answered all parts of the task; the extent to which the candidate's ideas are relevant, developed and supported; the extent to which the candidate's position is clear and effective)
	
	
	


Writing

Sample task (graph)
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information in the graph below. You should write at least 150 words.

[image: image1.emf]

Guidelines for a good answer

Does the report have a suitable structure?

Does it have an introduction, body and conclusion?

Does it include connective words to make the writing cohesive within sentences and paragraphs?

Does the report use suitable grammar and vocabulary?

Does it include a variety of sentence structures?

Does it include a range of appropriate vocabulary?

Does the report meet the requirements of the task?

Does it meet the word limit requirements?

Does it describe the whole graph adequately?

Does it focus on the important trends presented in the graphic information?

Sample answer

	The graph shows the number of cases of X disease in 

	Someland between the years 1960 and 1995. As an overall

	trend, it is clear that the number of cases of the disease

	increased fairly rapidly until the mid seventies, remained

	constant for around a decade at 500 cases before dropping to

	zero in the late 80s.

	

	In 1960, the number of cases stood at approximately 100. That

	number rose steadily to 200 by 1969 and then more sharply to

	500 in 1977. At this point the number of cases remained stable

	until 1984 before plummeting to zero by 1988. From 1988 to

	1995 Someland was free of the disease.

	

	In conclusion, the graph shows that the disease was

	increasingly prevalent until the 1980s when it was eradicated

	from Someland.



In the real IELTS test the graph will have more information and so the need to look for trends will be even greater than in this example.

Trends

Expressing movement: nouns and verbs

Unemployment levels fell.

There was a fall in unemployment levels.
	Direction
	Verbs
	Nouns

	
[image: image2]
	Rose (to)

Increased (to)

Went up (to)

Climbed (to)

Boomed
	A rise

An increase

Growth

An upward trend

A boom ( a dramatic rise)

	
[image: image3]
	Fell (to)

Declined (to)

Decreased (to)

Dipped (to)

Dropped (to)

Went down (to)

Slumped (to)

Reduced (to)

Plummeted (to)
	A fall

A decline

A decrease

A drop

A slump (a dramatic fall)

A reduction

	
[image: image4]
	Levelled out (at)

Did not change

Remained stable (at)

Remained steady (at)

Stayed constant (at)

Maintained the same level
	A leveling out

No change

	
	Fluctuated (around)

Peaked (at)

Plateaued (at)

Stood at 
	A fluctuation

Reached a peak (of)

Reached a plateau (at)


Describing movement: adjectives and adverbs

There has been a slight increase in the value of the dollar. 
Unemployment fell rapidly last year.
	Degree of change
	
	Speed of change

	Adjectives
	Adverbs
	
	Adjectives 
	Adverbs 

	Dramatic

Sharp

Huge

Enormous

Steep

Substantial

Considerable

Significant

Marked

Moderate

Slight

Small

Minimal
	Dramatically
Sharply

Enormously

Steeply

Substantially

Considerably

Significantly

Markedly

Moderately

Slightly

Minimally
	
	Rapid

Quick

Swift

Sudden

Steady

Gradual

Slow


	Rapidly

Quickly

Swiftly

Suddenly

Steadily

Gradually

Slowly




Speaking (11 – 14 minutes)

IELTS Speaking is a one-to-one interaction between the candidate and an examiner. The three parts give the candidate the opportunity to use a range of different speaking skills. IELTS Speaking is recorded. 

	PART
	Nature of Interaction 
	Timing

	1
	Introduction and interview: After introductions and identity check, the examiner asks the candidate questions about familiar topics.
	4 – 5 minutes

	2
	The candidate receives a task card with a topic. S/He then has 1 minute to prepare and make notes before speaking about the topic for 1 to 2 minutes.
	3 – 4 minutes

	3
	Discussion: The examiner discusses with the candidate more abstract aspects of the topic in Part 2.
	4 – 5 minutes


Assessment criteria

	Fluency and Coherence
Ability to talk with normal levels of continuity, speech rate and effort, and to link ideas and language together in coherent, connected speech.
	Lexical Resource
The range of vocabulary the candidate can use and how clearly meanings and attitudes can be expressed. This includes the variety of words used and the ability to get round a vocabulary gap by expressing the idea in a different way.
	Grammatical Range and Accuracy
The range of structures available to the candidate and how accurately and appropriately s/he can use them. Assessment takes into account the length and complexity of utterances as well as the effect of grammatical errors on communication.
	Pronunciation
Ability to produce comprehensible utterances and to use a range of pronunciation features to communicate meaning. Assessment takes into account the amount of strain caused to the listener, and the noticeability of L1 influence.


The criteria have equal weighting in their contribution to the final band.
Speaking

Sample Part 1
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/speaking/aboutthepaper/part1/index.htm 

Sample Part 2
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/speaking/aboutthepaper/part2/index.htm 
Sample Part 3
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/speaking/aboutthepaper/part3/index.htm 
Please switch off your mobile phone.








